Introduction: They love Jesus but not the
Church
There’s a new category in religious statistics: the
“dechurched.” The Barna group estimates that this group
makes up at least 10% of the American population, and
defines them as “those who self-identify as Christian and who
strongly agree that their religious faith is very important in
their life,…[and who] have attended church in the past, but
they haven’t done so in the last six months (or more).”
Interestingly, this group is made up of Boomers (born
between 1946-64) and Gen-Xers (both between 1965-80), and
is majority women (61%).
Why have these people become “unchurched”? Well, there’s
surely multiple reasons, but one of them is people’s
experience in church can often be filled with disfunction,
argumentation, and discord. While we believe that the gospel
changes everything, for many it doesn’t really impact their
basic social interactions in church, and the result is abuse,
hurt, revenge, bitterness, and isolation. And so, for many, its
easier just to watch online (if they watch at all), then deal with
all the messiness that comes with going in a building where
people, frankly, don’t really love one another.

Q: Why do you think churches find it so hard to love one
another? What gets in the way?

The Schoolhouse of Witness: The Church
Jesus vision of the church is much different, however:
“When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now is the Son of Man
glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in
him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at
once. Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will
seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to
you, “Where I am going you cannot come.” A new
commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as
I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all
people will know you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.” —John 13:31-35
Last week we talked about “tools for translation” when it
comes to the gospel message: our language, dispositions, and
actions. What Jesus tells us is that the defining way in which
we train ourselves to use those tools is by loving our brothers
and sisters in the church. No matter how skilled evangelists
we may think we are, if we are not “loving one another” we are
not witnessing the way Jesus commanded.
Q: How is it different to think about the church as the
training ground for sharing Christ?

An Inner Life of Love
Q: Where do you think the dysfunction in churches comes
from?

The fundamental disposition that the New Testament
demands of us is one of grace-giving, good-seeking,
forgiveness-offering love:
• Romans 12:9-13
• 1 Corinthians 13:4-7; 10:24
• Philippians 2:1-4
• Ephesians 5:1-2
• Colossians 3:12-17
The root of this disposition, this inner way of relating, is the
love and life of Christ himself. As Jesus showed costly,
forgiving, sacrificial love even for his enemies, so we are called
to show this love to those around us, and especially to our
brothers and sisters in how we think about them in our
private moments.

Q: Why is it important that we have an inner life of love for
our brothers and sisters, rather than simply kind words or
actions?

Empathy, Error, and Repentance
This sounds nice, doesn’t it? But what happens when
Christians disagree? What do we do in times of error,
disagreement, and hurt?

Q: What does Matthew 18:15-20 tell us to do in situations
like this?
Other passages that talk about loving in times of
disagreement:

- 2 Thessalonians 3:13-15
- Leviticus 19:17
- Romans 14:1-15:7
- Hebrews 12:14-15
The basic Biblical path for handling disagreement in the
church begins with this disposition of love. As we remember
that the person we are thinking about is not an enemy but a
brother, and we put ourselves in their shoes and seek their
good, we can find bitterness, anger, and revenge transformed
into love, forgiveness, and a desire for reconciliation.

When you find yourself in conflict, remember:
1. This person is a brother or sister for whom Christ
died.
2. This person has hopes, dreams, regrets, and hurts just
like you.
3. This person is just another image-bearer who needs
God’s grace and kindness.

Q: How can these three reminders transform how we think
of our brothers and sisters?
Q: how does this perspective train us to think like Jesus in the
wider world?

John 13:31-35: The basic way the church shares Christ in its
relationships
April 18th: “By this all people will know” #2—sharing the
words of Christ in the Church
April 25th: “By this all people will know” #3—sharing the
works of Christ in the Church
Acts 17:22-31: The basic way we share Christ in our culture.
May 9th: Sharing Christ in your cultural world
May 16th: Sharing Christ across cultures—interview with
Jim and Evy Stamoolis
May 23rd: Sharing Christ with youth—interview with
Miranda George
May 30th: “Whether by life or by death”—Sharing Christ
in hostile environments

