Week One: Jesus the Storyteller

Introduction: “A pearl of great price”; “He came to himself”; “a good Samaritan”; “consider the cost”; “the narrow
gate”; “a house divided.” Have you heard any of these before? Where did they come from?
Some of the most memorable and influential teachings of Jesus are his parables.
What are the Parables? Why Now?
“Parables are best defined as stories with two levels of meaning; the story level provides a mirror by which reality
is perceived and understood. In effect, parables are imaginary gardens with real toads in them.” – K.R. Snodgrass,
“Parable”, in The Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, 594.

Old Testament Parables
Text
2nd Samuel 12:1-10
2nd Samuel 14:5-20
1st Kings 20:35-40
Isa. 5:1-7
Ezek. 17:2-10
Ezek. 19:2-9
Ezek. 19:10-14

Parable
The poor man and his lamb
A woman’s two sons
a servant sent into battle
The Song of the Vineyard
The eagles and the wine
The lioness and her cubs
The Vine

Q: What makes parables so memorable?
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By spending some time studying these sayings of Jesus we can see how the kingdom of God has come to the real
stuff of life, how we are to respond to its breaking into our world, and what it means to live in it now as we await the
return of our Master.
The Parable of the Soils (Mark 4:1-20)
4 Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and
sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. 2 And he was teaching them many things in
parables, and in his teaching, he said to them: 3 “Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some
seed fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured it. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have
much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and
since it had no root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it
yielded no grain. 8 And other seeds fell into good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and yielding
thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 9 And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
10 And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him about the parables. 11 And he said to
them, “To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside everything is in parables, 12 so
that
“‘they may indeed see but not perceive,
and may indeed hear but not understand,
lest they should turn and be forgiven.’”
13 And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the parables? 14 The
sower sows the word. 15 And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan
immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them. 16 And these are the ones sown on rocky ground:
the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy. 17 And they have no root in themselves,
but endure for a while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall
away. 18 And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word, 19 but the cares of the world
and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it proves
unfruitful. 20 But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear
fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.”
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Q: How does this parable summarize the purpose of all the parables? Why did Jesus teach this way?
Parables reveal

of the listener to the kingdom of God’s coming.

Q: What is the major thrust of the parable? How would you find out?

4:3: Listen (Ἀκούετε)! A sower went out to sow.
4:4 and as he sowed, some of the seed fell on along the
path, and the birds came and devoured it.
4:5-6 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not
have much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it
had no depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was
scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away.
4:7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew
up and choked it, and it yielded no grain.

4:8And other seed fell into good soil and produced
grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold
and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.
4:9: and he said, “he who has ears to hear, let him hear
(ἀκούειν ἀκουέτω).”

4:14 The sower sows the word
4:15 these are the ones who fell along the path, where
the word is sown: when they hear (ἀκούσωσιν), Satan
immediately comes and takes away the word that is
sown in them.
4:16-17 and these are the ones sown on rocky ground:
the ones who, when they hear (ἀκούσωσιν) the word,
immediately receive it with joy. And they have no root in
themselves, but endure for a while; then, when
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word,
immediately they fall away.
4:18-19 And others are the ones sown among thorns.
They are those who hear (ἀκούσαντες) the word, but the
cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and
the desires for other things enter in and choke the word,
and it proves unfruitful.
4:20 But those that were sown on the good soil are the
ones who hear (ἀκούουσιν) the word and accept it and
bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.
4:12: So that “they may indeed see but not perceive
(βλέποντες βλέπωσι) and may indeed hear but not
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understand (ἀκούοντες ἀκούωσι), lest they should turn
and be forgiven.

“And he said to them ‘Consider carefully what you hear (Βλέπετε τί ἀκούετε)’” (4:24, NIV).
Main thrust of the parable: It is vitally important
When we receive the gospel-message, we are to respond with
.

the message of the kingdom.
and beware

Next Week (11/22): Parables about the Arrival of God’s kingdom
Thanksgiving Week and First, prayer (December 6th)
December 13th: Parables about Living as a member of God’s Kingdom
December 22nd: Parables about the future of God’s Kingdom
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