January/February 2020

Farewell for Eclovs
Friday, Jan. 24, 7:00 p.m.

First, Prayer
Sunday, Feb. 2, 9:15 a.m.

Love INC Group
Saturday, Feb. 8, 8:00 a.m.

Arctic Blast
Sunday-Monday, Feb. 16-17

Bridal Shower for Faith Rasmussen
Saturday, Feb. 22, 10:00 a.m.

Journey Wall
Sunday, March 1, 6:00 p.m.

Recurring Events

Middle and High School Youth
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.

Ladies Bible Study
Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Ist and 3rd Saturdays, 8:00 a.m.
(Feb. 1, 15 & March 7)

Last Words, on departing Village Church  (continued from page 1)

Prayer—especially corporate prayer—never comes easily for most churches. It is a constant
challenge to motivate God’s people to pray often and to pray well, especially for broader kingdom
concerns. But Village Church will never rise any higher than your prayers. I hope our leaders now
and in the future will be relentless in pressing for prayer. God answers our prayers, and without
him—without Jesus—we can do nothing, no matter how busy or big we might be.

I hope that VCL will continue to be a place that honors the gifts and callings of women. I'm so
grateful for the way our church has been open to women in teaching, preaching and leadership
roles. I still remember some 30 years ago the first time I saw women serve Communion in our
previous church. I had tears in my eyes! We’ve made progress. I personally wish VCL was open to
female elders as well, but I know we are not of one mind on that. As the closest church to TEDS
we bear a special responsibility to allow female ministry students opportunities to learn and serve
along with their male counterparts. I'm proud that among my 20+ interns over the years, three
have been women. I wish there had been more.

Speaking of Trinity, VCL has welcomed students for over 40 years now. One of our core values is
to leave our fingerprints on students who will take what they learn in our congregation to other
churches around the world. To do that we must give pastors time to mentor and the whole con-
gregation must continue to consciously welcome and empower students among us, even though
they seem to come and go so quickly.

I hope Village Church continues to value being home—the household of God. I hope the
things I wrote in my book, Feels Like Home, will continue to take root and grow. I hope new lead-
ers read it. Those were lessons learned here at VCL. Just recently, a couple who’d been away for
several years, told me when they visited, “It feels like home.” About the same time, a new couple
came and said exactly the same thing. That is the product of our life together, of our love for
Christ and his Word, and of our dependence on the Lord in prayer and obedience. Keep it up!

Finally, thank you

We all want to thank each other more deeply these days than we are able.
I'm so aware of fellow pastors who leave churches wounded and wary. Not
me. I leave deeply grateful for the privilege God gave me and Susan to serve
you and to be served by you for these 22 years. From the frightening early
days to this bright and glad farewell season, God has blessed us and made his
face shine upon us. He has turned his face toward us time after time and
been gracious to us in all things. And he has given us his peace. Amen.
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Last Words, on departing Village Church by pastor Lee Eclov

I counted them up: 1680 sermons and talks since we moved here in February, 1998. Since I became
a preacher in 1984 there have been 2254 of them! Many years ago I heard a quote, “If God calls you
to preach don’t settle for being a king.” What a privilege it has been!

But preaching, to have any life in it, must come out of shepherding a flock. And such a fine flock
you have been. When I came I assumed this church would grow to be large. In the first months I'd
sit over coffee in the morning trying to figure out how our little building could accommodate, say,
800 people. In a sense, we've had many more than that, but just not all at one time. I'd estimate that
over 1200 people have been part of this congregation during our years here. God has taught me ever
so patiently that the measure of a church is not her size. Part of my ministry beyond our congrega-
tion is helping other put-upon pastors to realize that and to rest. I would like to catalog highlights,
lessons, and memorable experiences but I've realized that just isn’t possible. There are too many.

Our plans - As you know, we are moving soon to Rock-

ford (75 miles west) to be near our son Andy. The first two

houses we found fell through but we expect to close in a

week or so on a beautiful home at 2542 Point O Woods

Drive. We will need to find a church, of course, but will

enjoy the chance to visit several before we settle. I plan to

focus my ministry attention on being a pastor to pastors, through writing, Pastors’ Gatherings,
speaking, and purposeful friendships. I hope to do ‘pulpit supply’ so I can keep preaching. Susan
will thoroughly enjoy gardening in this beautifully landscaped home, and I suspect she’ll be helping



