July/August 2019 Calendar of Events
First, Prayer
Sunday, August 4, 9:15 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Informational Meetings
Sunday, Aug. 4, 18, & 25, 12:00 noon

Love INC Group
Saturday, August 10, 8:00 a.m.

Life Line Screening
Friday, August 16, 9:00 a.m.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Saturday, August 17, 8:00 a.m.

Ravinia Outing
Sunday, August 18, 5:00 p.m.

Mackenzie and Lucas Bridal Shower
Saturday, August 24, 10:00 a.m.

Jasmine Harrison Baby Shower
Saturday, Sept. 7, 10:00 a.m.

Recurring Events

Middle and High School Youth
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.

Annual Ravinia Outing—is scheduled
for Sunday, August 18, when a VCL group gath-
ers on the lawn to hear the Chicago Sympho-
ny—Tchaikovsky Spectacular “1812” Overture.
Lawn tickets remain $10/each ($8 for those 65 &
older; Free for
students). This
is usually a very
popular concert
so it may be a
good idea to
order your tick-
ets in advance. Gates open at 3 p.m., but space
will only be held for you until 4 p.m. RSVP
Ravinia on the Friendship Register. Perfor-
mance begins at 5 p.m. Bring your own lawn
chairs and snacks. If you are able to be at Ravin-
ia at 3 p.m. to help secure the VCL spot please
contact Doug Cummings.

The Youth BoyS Head to ergley By Pastor Casey Dwyer

Bryan Just, Sam George, and I had the amazing opportunity to take

the youth boys to a Cubs game on June 7%. These are the kind of

memories a twelve-year-old boy never forgets. Whether it was the

chicken-strip-and-fry box or the ice-cream helmets, the second-

inning homerun or the eventual win, or even the rousing discussion

about the best superhero movies, every moment we spent with the

boys was another reminder that they have people in God’s family

who really love them. A special thank-you to all the donors who supported the trip and gave these
boys an opportunity to connect in real ways with each other and the leaders.

Children’s ministry looks toward Fall

As I get my sea-legs in the Children’s Ministry world, I have been encouraged beyond words by the
kindness, understanding, and input of parents. There is never a Sunday that goes by that I am not
thankful that I get to serve these families in this Church. God has blessed us with families who love
Jesus and love each other, and I rejoice to be able to be a part of that.

This fall we are going to be hosting a Mr. Wrinkles event (date TBD), as well as kicking off our camp
scholarship program. These are both great opportunities for your child to engage other children,
learn the basics of the Christian life, and foster good relationships with others in the church. I love
the excitement and laughter that always comes with Mr. Wrinkles events.

Jesus makes it clear that he loves children, and at VCL so do we. Every time we open our doors to
children we are, as the body of Christ, re-enacting that scene where Jesus says “let the little children
come to me, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (Luke 18:16). I encourage you to
think seriously about participating in this ministry to kids, both for the good of the Church and your
own spiritual health. There is little that has helped me so much in my walk with Jesus as seeing the
faith, hope, and love of children. Maybe this can help you too. If you are interested in helping with
the children, please contact me at cdwyer@evcl.org. I'd love to sit down and talk with you.
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New sermon series to look into the wonders of Isaiah 60-62
By Pastor Lee Eclov

Early one morning recently I walked to the train station near our house. I was halfway to the train before I
realized that I'd had my head down most of the way, looking at the sidewalk instead of the beautiful park I
was passing. I was preoccupied and my backpack was heavy. Life is like that. Isaiah wrote to people who
were only looking down. They didn’t see the glory of the Lord nor the future he had for those who would
honor him.

Chapters 60-62 are at the very heart of Isaiah’s majestic book, my personal favorite in the Old Testament.
Jesus quoted the first verses of Isaiah 61 when he began his ministry. For the next six weeks we will walk,
heads up, through these beautiful and stirring promises. Kenny Silva and Pastor Casey will join me in
preaching these messages. See the Vine flap for the schedule.

Invite a friend to our church home

A couple of weeks ago at the end of my sermon I told you about visiting my pastor friend, Josh Peterson
at Immanuel Church in Gurnee. I went because their motto, “Welcome home,” intrigued me. Josh told
me about a couple in their church, Jason and Sarah. He said, “When our friends were getting ready to
adopt their first child, I asked them why they were doing it. Her response was: ‘It’s not because we think
our family is so awesome. It’s because we’re dying to love them.” So I've grappled with what a church
would look like that saw every guest the way Jason and Sarah saw their son . . . dying to love them. That’s
family being family AND welcoming outsiders at the same time.”

We miss opportunities to invite people into our Village Church family, first, because we don’t pray that
God would open doors for us, and second, because we just don’t think about it. (At least, those are my
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