1 Tim 3:14-16
“PILLAR AND FOUNDATION
1/6/19
Introduction:
A. I’ve been reading a powerful new book by Francis Chan,
entitled, “Letters to the Church.” He writes, “We live in a
time when people go to a building on Sunday mornings,
attend an hour-long service, and call themselves members
of the Church.”

Then he asks if we could imagine a conversation like this
between Peter and Paul:
“Hey, Peter, where do you go to church now?”
“I go to The River. They have great music and I love
the kids’ program.”
“Cool. Can I check out your church next Sunday?
I’m not getting much out of mine.”
“Totally. I’m not going to be there next Sunday
because little Matthew has soccer. But how about the
week after?”
“Sounds good. Hey, do they have a singles’ group?”

In another place Chan quotes another powerful writer,
David Platt, who said,
“I am also struck by our reliance upon having just the
right speaker and just the right musician who can attract
the most people to a worship service. But what if the
church itself—the people of God gathered in one
place—is intended to be the attraction, regardless of
who is teaching or singing that day? This is enough
for our brothers and sisters around the world.”

B. These first three Sundays of 2019 I want to remind us all of
what must characterize our church. Next Sunday I’ll focus
on 1 Cor. 14 where unbelievers and inquirers come to
church and are so impacted that they exclaim, “God is
really among you.” Two weeks from today, we will look at
two verses in John 13 where Jesus says three times, “Love
one another.” We want to be a church where even a guest
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realizes, “These people really love one another, and they
loved me.”
C. Today I’d like us to look at just a couple of verses in 1
Tim. 3 which teach us just what David Platt said: “the
church itself—the people of God gathered in one place—is
intended to be the attraction.”
D. 1 Timothy is a letter that Paul wrote to young Pastor
Timothy. Vss. 14-16 are sort of the centerpiece of the letter
and are our focus this morning. . .
I. OUR CHURCH IS FAR MORE EXTRAORDINARY THAN WE
REALIZE.
Most churches seem so… well… ordinary. No one would pop
in here this morning, look around at everyone, and go out
saying, “Wow! That is an astonishing group of people!” But
there’s more here than meets the eye. You can see that Paul
uses three phrases to describe a church.
A. “God’s household.” Here is one of the verses where we get
the idea of the church as home, as a family. In fact, three
times earlier in this chapter Paul used this very same Greek
word when saying that elders and deacons must manage
their own households well, adding in v.5, “for if someone
does not know how to manage his own household, how will
he care for God’s church?”
A Roman household of that day would include not only
the family but the servants. but in God’s household
everyone is a son or daughter of the Father, through
Christ our Elder Brother. We are all brothers and sisters,
which means, of course, that we are all intimately related.
But the really striking thing is that we are God’s
household! To use the word Casey taught us last week, God
is the paterfamilias. God’s household isn’t really a
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metaphor for the church. We are not like God’s household.
We are literally his family. We are literally brothers and
sisters, through our new birth in Christ. The common idea
that all people are God’s children isn’t really true. In the
Bible, God’s sons and daughters are all adopted, not
created. We are only his sons and daughters through our
faith in Christ, and we come to God with such intimacy that
we are welcome to call him Papa.
B. Not only that but we are also “the church of the living
God.” The title, the living God, is used throughout the
Bible to draw a sharp distinction between all other gods,
who are not gods at all. They are either demons
masquerading as deities or simply figments of human
imaginations. But we are the assembly of the one and only
God who is living. Other people may gather to worship but
there is no living God on the other side of the curtain. John
Stott captured our privileges so well:
When we come together as the church of the living God,
every aspect of our common life is enriched by the knowledge
of his presence in our midst. In our worship we bow down
before the living God. Through the reading and exposition of
his Word we hear his voice addressing us. We meet him at his
table, when he makes himself known to us through the
breaking of bread. In our fellowship we love each other as he
has loved us. And our witness becomes bolder and more
urgent. Indeed, unbelievers coming in may confess that “God
is really among you.”

C. Thirdly, there is this wonderful description of the church as
“the pillar and foundation of the truth.” There is a sense, of
course, in which God’s gospel truth is our foundation, but
here the sense is that in this world we are responsible for
supporting and buttressing the truth of God’s Word so
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that it doesn’t fall into disrepute. In that sense, we are the
foundation. We are the pillar because we elevate the
truth of the gospel up where it can be seen. Were Biblebelieving churches to disappear from our community the
Bible would have nothing to stand on, nor would it have
any way to be lifted high as living truth.
This isn’t some generic or abstract sense of the church.
Our congregation—our elders, our members and attenders;
you and me—we are the pillar and foundation of God’s
truth! Without us, God’s truth in this community is on
shaky ground.
It is knowing who we are together that adds force to the main idea
here: that we “know how people ought to conduct themselves in
God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar
and foundation of the truth.”
II. TO BE WORTH OUR SALT, OUR CONDUCT MUST BE IN SYNCH
WITH OUR CALLING.
A. We have a strong inclination to think of our faith
individually. It’s personal. It’s my business. But that just
isn’t what the Bible teaches. In fact, the way the world
around us will learn the truth of the gospel is by seeing how
we behave together. Our conduct is what gives credibility
to our testimony for Jesus. How we behave together is what
makes us salty; what makes us light. The way we conduct
our relationships, the way we work and worship as a
congregation, is what will show the world around us that
we actually are God’s family, the assembly of those who
belong to the living God; that we support and lift high
God’s precious truth of salvation in Christ. But that only
works if our conduct is godly.
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B. Paul said, “I am writing you these instructions so that you
will know how people ought to conduct themselves.” Well,
what instructions did Paul write us? Just in this letter some
of the main emphases are:
 We pray together for all people—including our leaders
 There is to be no anger or disputing among us
 We live modest lifestyles
 We follow spiritually and morally qualified leaders,
whose behavior and relationships are above reproach
 We obey clear Bible teaching about Christian liberty on
the one hand, and godly responsibility on the other.
 We show care and respect for all ages in our church.
We take care of each other.
 We show proper respect for outsiders, including those
in authority over us. We pray for them, too.
 We’re committed to “godliness with contentment.”
 We resist greed as a “temptation and trap.”
C. Can you see here that there is no concept of a Christian
who isn’t actively part of the life of a congregation?
Christians must be together. In fact, what conduct could he
mean if it isn’t the way we relate to one another. There are
not to be hermits in God’s household. How can someone
claim to be a believer in Christ who is not in God’s
household, who is not part of the church of the living God?
D. Here is God’s marketing plan: behave ourselves so well
that the public will know we are God’s household—his
family. They will know that the living God is really
among us. They will know that God’s truth can be
found where we are, not because we shout it so loudly,
but because his truth shows in our lives!
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Well, frankly, having been part of churches all my life, that’s all
easier said than done. Long ago I learned the little poem:
To live above with saints we love
Oh, that will be glory.
To live below with the saints we know
Well, that’s another story.
It isn’t so easy to conduct ourselves like we should. The very
intimacy of a church family makes godly relationships a challenge
sometimes. That’s where the last verse comes in: v.16… Paul is
probably using the lyrics of an ancient hymn. He uses these truths
here not only to exalt Christ but to help us understand where our
godliness comes from. This is how our ordinary life together
becomes extraordinary.
III. CONDUCT BECOMING TO GOD’S HOUSEHOLD CAN ONLY BE
ENERGIZED BY OUR FAITH IN CHRIST.
A. The point isn’t only that Jesus did these things but that we
believe he did them. Our faith embraces and internalizes
these facts. Paul calls these a mystery simply because till
Jesus came no one could have imagined that such things
could happen, and now they are extended through us.
B. Let’s look at these verses as three couplets, each with a
different emphasis. [in Stott, and others]
1. Mystery: The revelation of Christ:
He appeared in the flesh, - Jesus’ incarnation; Son of Man
was vindicated by the Spirit, - at Jesus’ baptism and
especially at his resurrection. It was the Spirit who actually
gave life to the dead Jesus, vindicating him because Jesus
had satisfied God’s justice and redeemed mankind.
Our faith in Christ lays hold of his resurrection life for
ourselves and through that, the Holy Spirit continues to
vindicate Christ in us, proving to the world that Jesus is
alive.
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2. Mystery: The witness of Christ:
was seen by angels, - Angels show up in the gospel stories
at Jesus’ birth, after his temptation in the wilderness, after
his agony in Gethsemane, at his resurrection and ascension.
was preached among the nations, - Acts tells how God
made sure that the gospel reached far beyond the Jews. No
one could have guessed that when the Messiah came he
would be so widely witnessed, from the very angels of
heaven who were closest to the Son, to the Gentiles who
were as far from God as anyone could be.
Our faith brings this universal credibility of Jesus into
our church life. By our faith Jesus witnesses from among
us. That is how people will see our church as “the pillar
and foundation of the truth”?
3. Mystery: The reception of Christ
was believed on in the world, - not only was Jesus
“preached among the nations” but people all over the
world have put their faith in him, so that one day around his
throne people from every tribe and language, people and
nation will gather to praise him.
was taken up in glory. – This is the very thing we
studied from Phil. 2 the last few weeks. “God highly
exalted him and gave him the name that is above every
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow and
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory
of God the Father.”
Our faith brings us into this glorious exaltation of
Jesus. He is seen in us now in the world, and we will share
his glory in God’s kingdom.
Conclusion
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Brothers and sisters, we are most definitely not ordinary! We,
in our life together, are what will attract people to God’s
household, to come into the realm of the living God, into the holy
temple where we are the pillar and foundation of God’s truth. This
is how the Lord Jesus arranged for our influence to work.
To be clear, we must witness to people about what Jesus has
done. We must be ready to share our faith in Christ. But Christian
witness requires the credibility of the church. And our own
credibility in sharing our faith is shaped by our life together in
God’s household. The godliness we learn here together gives life
to what we share about Jesus Christ.
That means you and I must be committed to these people
around us—to love them, work with them and pray for them. To
get our lives mixed up together. Our life together cannot be merely
something you come to on Sundays, when your schedule is clear.
Our times of worship can’t be dependent on our musicians or
on me. They are our mutual responsibility. We must come
prepared. We must pray for each other. We can ask God to do
something that isn’t in the bulletin so that we can all exclaim,
“God is really among us!”
David Platt asked, “What if the church itself—the people of
God gathered in one place—is intended to be the attraction,
regardless of who is teaching or singing that day?”
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