Parent Meet-U PS by Melissa Younger

The Children’s Ministry Team hosted two
parent meet-ups: one on Sunday, September
16, at 9:15am at VCL and another on Friday,
September 21%, at 5:30 p.m. at the Chang’s.
Parents heard from some seasoned parents:
Nels and Karen Flatebo, as well as Rich and
Jean Soderberg. On Sunday, parents had con-
versations both in pairs and in a large group
setting. They shared about their experiences,
gave each other tips and developed a sense of
camaraderie. On Friday, parents shared a
meal with the speakers, listened to their wis-
dom, and had a group conversation.

How is our church our first family? by pastor Lee Eclov

I've used this expression for the church from time to time: the church is our first family. This expres-
sion doesn’t sit well with everyone. It sounds like our spouse and kids are to take a backseat to
church. It sounds dangerous because we all know how families have suffered, sometimes irreparably,
from neglect in the name of church. Too many Christians have hidden from their family responsibili-
ties at church. Scripture certainly does not advocate that, nor am I! Let me explain.

When we come to Christ we become part of the household of God; his family. Ephesians 2:19, 22 say,
“You are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members
of his household... In him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives
by his Spirit.” The Bible knows nothing of a Christian who is not deeply connected with other believ-
ers in a congregation.

We are bound together as Christians by our covenant with God in Christ. The Communion meal, of
which we all partake, signals our unity not only with Christ but with one another. When on one occa-
sion Jesus was told his mother and brothers were waiting to see him, he replied,

“Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” Pointing to his disciples, he said, “Here are my moth-
er and my brothers. For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and
mother.” (Matt. 12:48-50)

Jesus said in John 13:34-35, “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so
you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.” He is speaking of our relationships within the Body of Christ, the church.

However, that does not mean that the Lord requires us to neglect our families. Just the contrary. The
Bible tells us how to have strong marriages and families, how to honor our parents, and how to care
for our extended families. The pastoral epistles of 1 Timothy and Titus give qualifications for elders
that include the wise and proper care of their families. In fact, their homes are a sort of seminary pre-
paring them for church leadership. Paul teaches us the demanding commitments of submission and
love in marriage and parenting. Seeing God’s people as our first family must never be an excuse to
neglect our spouse and kids.

That said—and said strongly—I’ve seen too many Christian families who are not anchored in the re-
lationships of God’s first family, the church. Christians are raising children who, like them, see
church as an event not a family; who see being with God’s people as an optional weekend activity.
They skip church for all manner of activities, and do not regularly connect their families with others
in the congregation. We all know the dangers of parents who spend too little time with their kids, but
what of the dangers of Christian kids and their parents who have no sense that our Lord Jesus expects
them to be deeply engaged in loving relationships with other believers. Remember, Jesus said there
are no marriage bonds in heaven, only the bonds of God’s people with one another and the Lord. Dr.
D. A. Carson reminds us, “Our nuclear families do not go into eternity, but the church does. In
Christ, we gain spiritual fathers, siblings and children.”

Kelvin and Anne Tohme live and serve on Trinity’s campus. Last May when Anne preached at VCL,
she said,

In our family there are often times when Kelvin or I are gone because of our campus
duties and ministries. When we talk with our kids about this — about why mom or dad
are gone — we explain to them that it’s because we are a part of two families. We have
our family of the four of us, but we are also part of a bigger family - the family of God,
and we have a role in both families and we need to care for both families. And yes, we
may miss that person when they are gone, but we know how important it is that they go.
Ultimately, our role as parents and the church is to raise up our children to advance the
kingdom - shouldn’t they see us modeling that? Shouldn’t they see us (and participate
with us) in loving the family of God and not just our own little family?

Anne tells about a season when their young son, Landon, was going through a rough time at school.
“One day,” she says, “we were just walking along and he says to me, ‘Mom, my safe places are home
and at church.” Well you can imagine as a mother what that did to me, but that told me something
that Landon didn’t even know how to articulate. He knew that at home and with the people of God
he was loved. He knew that he was a part of two families.”

If our church is to understand what it is to be God’s household, we need to learn that lesson as well.

Preaching Series:
October 7 —November 24, 2018

A FAMILY LIKE NO OTHER: Ruth

10/7/18 Ruth The Favored
Foreigner

10/14/18 | Naomi Call Me Bitter

10/21/18 Genealogy All in the Family
Communion
Communion

Pray for VCL in October
1 Launch of a new Alpha Group

1  The Free Church Worship Leaders Network
meeting here Oct. 22-24

1 Our youth ministry as new kids are integrated
into the group. For Youth Director Casey
Dwyer and his team

1 Elders as we consider future staffing

9 That all who come to church at VCL would
know two things: (1) “God is surely among
you,” and (2) these people love one another
and me




