Operation Christmas Child

YOU can make a difference. Within the next few weeks, you

will have the opportunity to pack a shoebox (or more than one)

with a variety of gifts that will be sent to a child who is in a desper-

ate situation. You can also follow your box online and see the

country of its destination. https://www.samaritanspurse.org/

operation-christmas-child/follow-your-box/ Or you can build a

box online at

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/oeration-christmas-child/buildonline/

Bring your filled shoebox to VCL by Sunday, November 20. It will then be taken to a drop-off point

and from there to one of the processing centers.

Before leaving the processing center, a copy of The Greatest Gift of All, a booklet explaining the way

of salvation in the appropriate language, is placed in each box. Many children who receive shoeboxes

are also given the opportunity to participate in a follow-up discipleship program called The Greatest

Journey. Through 12 Bible lessons, facilitated by local church people trained by Samaritan’s Purse,

children learn what it means to follow Jesus and share Him with others.

“Every shoebox offers an opportunity to share the Good News of the Savior with a hurting child.”

Franklin Graham, President, Samaritan’s Purse

Empty shoeboxes are available at VCL. Questions or concerns, contact Pamela Hedges @ 224-365-

9405 or dphedges@comcast.net

Dr. Lawson Younger Publishes a
Milestone Book

We are privileged to
have extraordinary
scholars in our church.
One of them, Dr. Law-
son Younger, just pub-
lished a major new book
especially aimed at ad-
vanced Old Testament-
era scholarship.

The book is entitled, A Political History of the
Arameans: From their Origins to the End of
Their Polities. The Aramaens are prominent in
the Old Testament as one of the nations bor-
dering Israel and whose history was interwoven
with Israelites.

Lawson spent 15 years working on this 800-
page book. He feels by understanding the histo-
ry, languages and cultures of the Ancient Near
East, we can better understand the Old Testa-
ment.

Grace Gifts for Guest Lists:
By Amit Bhatia, Director of Outreach

As part of our outreach efforts, the VCL
Outreach Team would like to encourage you
all to give a Grace Gift of kindness to at least
one person on your Guest List sometime
between Thanksgiving and Christmas this
year. This would be a way to care for your
friend, to build a bridge with them and deep-
en your friendship.

Be creative and personal. Write a note of
appreciation, give a $5 gift card for coffee, or
a plate of cookies you baked, or the book,
More Than a Carpenter, or the book-

let Whistling in the Dark, both available for

free in the foyer.

Perhaps you might write a note to set up a
time to fellowship with them over coffee.
The “Grace” in the “Grace Gift” is you
spending time with them to deepen your
relationship with them.

What We're Learning in Children’s Church

Christmas Rehearsals are in full swing. The children’s choir has begun prac-
ticing for their three December performances. They practice every Sunday
morning at 10:30. During this half-hour with Director, Dori Karlesky, they
are learning words, signing and the meaning of their songs which they’ll
perform for us on December 4, 11, and 18. All kids, age 4 through 5% grade

are welcome to participate in this choir.

Meanwhile, the adult choir under the direction of Jane Niederbrach has started practicing on Sun-
day evenings from 5:00 - 6:30. The adult choir will be leading the worship and performing their
anthems on the same Sundays in December. There is still time to join. Please contact Jane or the
church office for more information.

Patterson Projector Project

Village Church supports

Todd, Jana, Elisabeth, and

Max Patterson who are

serving as our missionaries

in Slovakia. Both Todd and Jana teach kids 7-
12 years of age in their local church. They are
in need of a projector to be used in Sunday
School and Children’s Church.

The offering money that OUR boys and girls
bring in will be used to help THEIR church
purchase the equipment that will enhance the
lessons that are taught. Our children will be
encouraged to bring in some of their own
money from their allowance or perhaps from
some extra job they can do for their parents.

Preaching Series:
November 6, 2016—January 1, 2017

THE FRONTIER OF THE GOD-BLESSED LIFE:

Good

Judgment

11/6/16 Gen. 18:16-33 (Pastor Jamie

Morrison)

Almost A Lost
Cause
11/13/16 Gen. 19:1-38 | (Dr.Lawson
Younger)

Communion

He Did It
Again!
11/20/16 Gen. 20:1-18 (Pastor Jamie

Morrison)

“JOIN ALL THE GLORIOUS NAMES”

Matthew 1-2
11/27/16 Matt. 1:1-17 | Family Ties
“Give him the
12/4/16 Matt. 1:18-25 | name Jesus”
Communion
King of the
12/11/16 Matt. 2:1-2 Tews
The Shepherd
12/18/16 Matt. 2:3-8 of God’s People
Bow Down
12/25/16 Matt. 2:9-11 and Worship
Cheer Up!
1/1/17 John 16:33 Communion

Pray for VCL in November

Great participation in Operation Christmas
Child (the shoebox project)

Pastor Lee & Susan’s trip to Cyprus — health and
endurance, to communicate grace as well as truth to the
pastors and church leaders who will eventually watch
these classes on YouTube.

Direction toward a missions project for our
church. This has become a priority for our Missions

Team.
The persecuted church

Our Guest Lists—unbelievers for whom we each pray



https://www.samaritanspurse.org/oeration-christmas-child/buildonline/
mailto:dphedges@comcast.net

