Family News

Kenneth and Zee Goh
welcomed Coen into their
family on May 3. Coen
joins his brother, Callum.

Congratulations to Garry and
Kirsten Sittler on the arrival of
their son. Nathaniel Edwin
Sittler. Nathan was born on
April 4 and was welcomed on
April 18 through adoption into
his new loving home.

Sara Konkle was sworn in as
a new U.S. citizen on Mon-
day morning, April 24. She
received her naturalization
certificate individually, called
by name. The ceremony was
impressive and moving,

bringing tears to many eyes
in gratitude for the privilege of American
citizenship, whether by birth or naturaliza-
tion. Sara also was able to register to vote for
the first time.

Congratulations to Blair Hedges
and Abigail Lingenhoel on their
recent engagement. They are
planning a December wedding.

Elders Seek to Expand Leadership Development By pastor Lee Eclov

Over the years we have been blessed with extraordinary lay leadership but we realize that most of
our key leaders are older and we’re not doing a good job of developing younger leaders. With that in
mind we are taking several steps. We will meet one-on-one with some people just to get a better sense
of their Christian story, their spiritual gifts, and their interest in future leadership.

We also will offer our young adults opportunities to sit in on various committees and boards for a
three-month stint without obligation to get more fully involved. This gives young adults exposure to
the processes of church leadership and may help them get a sense of where God would have them
serve in the future. We also feel that we are helping create future leaders, even if these young people
will eventually be in other congregations.

We are particularly interested in developing our women leaders, who are so often overlooked. Our
Bylaws only allow for male elders but we want to take advantage of the gifts our women bring and we
will explore how to do that more fully. That will be one of the tasks our intern, Stephanie Christensen,
will work on when she returns to her internship next fall.

Outreach Ministry to Expand

At our May 21 congregational meeting the Elders will present plans to expand our outreach minis-
try, thanks to a substantial financial gift for this project. Nearly two years ago a donor offered a gift to
be used for evangelism but we haven’t been able to get a clear sense from the Lord just how we were
to use that gift. The Board of Elders have concluded that now is the time to move ahead by creating a
one-year part-time position for Dr. Amit Bhatia as Director of Outreach, a role he has fulfilled volun-
tarily for more than a year.

As Amit and the Outreach Team have met over the past months, they have crafted a strategy to
help our evangelism involvement through our Growth Groups, leadership teams, and on personal
levels to improve the practice of our prayer/care/share philosophy of outreach. We now feel that if we
could free Amit up for about 10 hours a week we could make significant strides in this effort. He will
begin on June 1.

We feel God has given us a very special leader in Amit. He has showed skilled and enthusiastic
leadership on a volunteer level. He brings pastoral experience as well as a great deal of evangelism
experience. He himself came to Christ after college through the witness of believers. He has written
extensively on Islam and Hinduism. He is involved with a group of other evangelism leaders at the
Billy Graham Center for Evangelism at Wheaton College.

Our Bylaws require congregational approval of any new position, however we’re not really creat-
ing a permanent pastoral position. Rather, this is a one-year project, with the money mostly already
in hand, so the Elders judged that they could proceed. However, the congregation is welcome to
weigh in on this at the May 21 meeting. If after several months it seems that we should retain this
position permanently the congregation would be asked to approve it. Because his position is akin to a
staff position, Amit will step off the Elder Board on June 1, though he may well be invited to sit in
regularly in his new role.

Opening More Doors to our Building

At least two years ago we began praying that God would help us to make better use of our build-
ing, since there are so many hours when it sits largely unused. God has been answering that prayer.
Right now, two other congregations use our building on Sundays—the Korean Christian Church,
who come in on Sunday afternoons, and Grace Anglican Fellowship, an evangelical group who come
on Sunday evenings for Evensong. While both churches voluntarily contribute to our church, we ask
no rent. I have long felt this was a matter of hospitality for small or young congregations.

Recently, for a few weeks we hosted a Russian outreach aimed at teaching English. The leaders
have decided to suspend that effort for now but may resume later. For the last school year, every
Monday we have had a group of nearly 30 homeschooled kids plus their parents here as part of a clas-
sical education group. In the year ahead they expect to expand to more students, using much of our

buildini. Thei do iai a ier-student fee for the use of the buildini.

Preaching Series:

May 14 — June 11, 2017

Life Lessons from the Upper Room:

John 15-17
John 15:26- It Is For Your Own
5/14/17 611 Good
A Need-to-Know
5/21/17 | John 16:12-15 | Basis

The Hour Has
5/28/17 John 17:1-5 Come
6/4/17 John 17:6-19 Full Measure of
Joy
6/11/17 | John 17:20-26 | Josus Prayed for

You!
Communion

Pray for Village Church in May & June

9 Brielle Stauffer as she assumes the duties of
Worship Ministries Director from Susan Eclov

1 Amit Bhatia as he takes on more responsibility
as Outreach Ministry Director

1 Smooth and economical remodeling of our
classroom space over the summer

1 Pray for your Guest List—the people you’d like
to see come to the Lord’s Great Feast!




