Baptisms Planned for Easter Sunday,
March 27 by Pastor Lee Eclov

There are two sacred rituals
of our faith that all Christians
everywhere are commanded
to practice: communion and
baptism. Baptism is how
believers make public their

Food Drive For TIU Coming
in March

One of the signs of spring at Village Church
is our semi-annual Clothes Horse Food
Drive, which benefits Masters and PhD level
students at Trinity International Universi-
ty. Many of these students live on a tight
budget, and providing key staples for their
pantries helps save money and feed their
families. We’ve been asked to collect items
such as peanut butter, pasta, rice, and spa-
ghetti sauce. Every week, we'll send what we
collect to the Clothes Horse on Trinity's
campus. A few reminders: No expired
items, buy normal sized items that you
would stock in your cupboard, and condi-
ments are not needed.

Children’s Church Offering

Project

This is a solar-powered

audio Scripture player.

People in many parts of the

world can’t read a printed

Bible. They can, however,

hear the Word of God in

their own language thanks

to these audio mini-Bibles. Each one costs
about $35.

Through the month of May the offering
money that the boys and girls bring in to
Children’s Church will go toward the pur-
chase of these players. This project is con-
nected with JAARS Inc.

Pastor Lee to host a “Pastors’ Gathering: How We Shepherd”

I have a strong sense that God wants me to invest in encouraging and helping pastors and ministry
students in their calling as “shepherds of God’s flock that is under their care.” That’s why I teach a
Counseling Ministries class every semester at TEDS, why I write on pastoring and preaching, and
why I pray for opportunities to speak to pastors. I do all this with the strong encouragement of our
Elders.

On Monday and Tuesday, March 7 and 8, I am trying a new venture. I'll be joined by 16 other pas-
tors for “conversations on shepherding the flock of God,” to be held at the University of Saint
Mary of the Lake Conference Center in Mundelein. Our 24 hours together will be discussion-based
although at times I will speak out of my experience. As I've assured those coming, this is not a con-
ference, seminar, or class. No notebook, packet, video, band, or book table. We won’t talk about
how to grow our churches or our strategic plans. We'll

keep focused on shepherding and the shepherd’s soul. I

hope to learn from this experience so that I can repeat

this kind of thing.

If you’d like to read more about this, or get a sampling
of the many articles I've written for Leadership Journal
and Preaching Today, among other things, go to my

website: www.LeeEclov.com.

Preaching Series:
March 6—April 3,2016

“FIRMLY TO THE END”:
Persevering in Our Faith

Children’s Ministry A Whirlwind of ACtIVIty by Pastor Michael Mauriello

Our Children’s Ministry never stops moving; and during the
first two months of 2016, it really ramped up. We had our
first twice yearly Parent Teacher Meeting on January 17.
Our last Mr. Wrinkles party on January 29 hosted over twen-
ty-five students as we had snowball fights, read stories, and
“built” snowmen out of Michael DePalma and Pastor Mi-

chael.

One of our favorite church moments is the Sunday where hearts dangle from the ceiling as we
launch Hearts for Our Kids. Thanks to your kindness and willingness to pray, all of our children
have a dedicated person praying for them during the weeks of Lent. And what a great Camp
Awareness month it has been! We’ve raised over $1,000 that is dedicated to helping our students

attend camp at Timber-Lee Christian Center in East Troy Wisconsin.

We’ve had some new faces! While we were sad to say goodbye to Julie Smeltzer, we've added two
new teachers, Jasmine Grady and Mackenzie Bratlie, to our Sunday morning teaching team. Susan
Corapi will also be helping out with our two and three year old class. And best of all, we have new
families with new children attending and participating in our ministry. We’ve got some exciting
plans for the summer, with another Mr. Wrinkles party on the way, and our children experiencing
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis this summer.

It takes a lot of energy and staff to keep our Children’s Ministry running, and I'm blessed to have
so many talented people of all ages working to make our ministry run smoothly. Could it be that
you might want to join this dedicated group? God blesses us with the children he has sent us; min-
istering to them is not just an investment in the future, but an investment in the present

moment of our church’s life. Listen to the Lord and see if you are being called to serve! We would
love to have you apply.
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Pray for VCL in March

Staft searches: Children’s Ministry Director,
Worship Director, and Associate Pastor. Pray

for the search committees, and for our communi-
cations with possible candidates.

Those considering baptism.

Our newly formed Evangelism Team, under Amit
Bhatia’s leadership. Direction and open doors.

We're seeing many new faces at VCL. Pray that
we will warmly welcome them into God’s home

here.

Our Guest Lists — the people each of us pray
would come to God’s great banquet!

Our church giving.
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