What Village Church Has Meant to Me by Pastor Michael Mauriello

Londa and I came to Village Church five and a half years ago. We came to you pretty beat up and exhaust-
ed from the five years at our previous church. Village
Church, and Lee particularly, helped to restore my sense
of pastoral identity as I received another chance to work
not just with our youth, but with adults, in compassion-
ate outreach, and later, in children’s ministry. As many
of you know, our first year and a half was pretty rough.
Londa and the girls lived apart from me in Knoxville, IL
while desperately trying to find a home. We looked at
over a hundred addresses, lost two homes as contracts
fell through, and finally found God’s best for us in
Mundelein. Londa had two miscarriages, Lillian was diagnosed with Celiac Disease, Grace struggled with
intestinal issues. As a church, you put your arms around us as we settled in and reconnected with our
church home.
It would be impossible to talk about Village Church without specifically talking about Ted and Margaret
Ward. The stress of our family health and adjustment had made it painfully difficult to focus on classes.
Ted and Margaret had been opening up their home to the PhD students in the EDS program, and he had
become a mentor and a friend. About March 2012, I decided it would be better to move out of the pro-
gram to just focus on pastoral work. I told Ted in a letter, as he was wintering in Florida. I got a phone call
two days later. “What did you do? You haven’t done anything permanent, have you?” Ted worked with me
to get me back in the program. I miss his warmth, his wisdom, his honesty, and his friendship. Four
photos sit on my desk: three are of Londa, one is of Ted.

Staff Changes Settled: Welcome to Pastor Jamie Morrison and
Melissa Younger by pastor Lee Eclov

A whirlwind of staff search activity has finally been completed. Pastor Jamie Morrison accepted the
position of Associate Pastor, beginning in mid-August. Melissa Younger will also begin in August
as part-time Director of Children’s Ministries. Our search for a new Worship Ministries Director
was not successful so we are very grateful that Susan Eclov has agreed to continue in the position
for the time being. Pastor Michael Mauriello will formally step down to complete his PhD studies
at the end of August.

Pastor Jamie Morrison is coming to us from nearby
Christ Church Lake Forest where he has served in
several roles with small groups, outreach Alpha
Groups, assimilation, counseling and pastoral care. He
is also a strong and experienced preacher. Pastor Jamie
and Amy, and their four children live about a three
minute’s walk from church. He completed his duties at
Christ Church June 26 and will be interacting with me
and other leaders before he begins formally on Aug 23.
He and Amy welcome any opportunities to meet with families or small groups from the church
over the summer.

Melissa Younger has been serving as Children’s Pastor at Village Presbyteri-
an Church in Northbrook and is delighted to be able to come to VCL where
her husband Drew attends. Melissa has rich experience in children’s minis-
try (beginning with her own family of 10 siblings). She is working to com-
plete a Masters degree at TEDS.

Our formal transition Sunday will be on, Aug. 28, when we honor Pastor Michael for his ministry
among us and commission Pastor Jamie and Melissa to their new roles. The work of shepherding
this flock is our shared responsibility on the staff so I will be speaking from 1 Peter 5:1-5 where
we’re charged to “be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care.” We will have a special
reception following the service to honor these important people.

Preaching Series:

July 10—August 28, 2016

THE DARK SIDE: On Guard against the
Enemy of Our Souls

7/10/16

Topical

The Devil—A
dialogue with
Pastor Lee and
Sean Christensen

7/17/16

Genesis 3:1-15

The Lies That
Echo On

7/24/16

Mark 5:1-21

When Demons
Shudder

7/31/16

1 Peter 5:7-11

The Prowling
Predator
Communion

8/7/16

Pastor Michael’s
concluding
sermon

8/14/16

1 John 4:1-6

Telling the
Difference

8/21/16

Ephesians 6:10-
18

Ready to Stand

Youth Group Updates

Our project to purchase a Welcome to America! Pack through Exodus World Relief is still in pro-
cess, but we’ve raised over $700.00 as a group, much of that money being donated directly from the
pockets of our students!

Thanks to those who participated in our very cold and rainy day Car Wash in early May! We’ve not
yet learned who will receive our package and when we might get to meet them, but we’re planning
several shopping trips with the students to get the pots, pans, and other kitchen items ready!

At long last, CHALLENGE 2016 is finally here!

Six of our high school students (Emma Uren, Mi-

cah Uren, Jadah AuGuste, Lauren Wunderlich,
Becka Wall, and Josh Papritz) will travel to Louisville, KY from July 3-8 to learn, worship, and do
service with about 3,000 other Evangelical Free Church youth students from around the country!
While we are gone, please pray for Pastor Michael and Sarah Esau, who will be chaperoning the
trip; for good weather, and for our students to take another step in their walk with the Lord Jesus!
VCL will be traveling with Riverside Evangelical Free Church from Mayville, ND, where our friend
Brandon Boulais is the youth pastor! Special thanks to the Wunderlich, Papritz, Miller, Uren, and
Mauriello families for hosting Brandon’s group.

8/28/16

1 Peter 5:1-4

To Be
Shepherds
Honoring Pastor
Michael and
commissioning
Pastor Jamie
Morrison and

Melissa Younger




