Farewell to the Harjanto Family

Sutrisna writes: We plan to leave Deerfield right after Christmas on Dec 26. We will return to the
same city where we came from: Bandung, 2 hours drive from Jakarta, the capital of Indonesia. I will
be mostly teaching in Bandung Theological Seminary and continue
some work with the previous parachurch ministry that I worked
with, Perkantas (IFES - International Fellowship of Evangelical Stu-
dents - in Indonesia). Lily will continue her work as a freelance
translator and also explore new possibilities. Alex will be adjusting
back to the school system in Indonesia, while Laura will continue
her studies at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

“ I want to express our gratitude for being part of VCL over the past
four years. For us, VCL is like an extended family, which we experienced mostly through the groups
where we had more interaction, including the Abundant Life class, our growth group, youth group
for the kids, and previously children’s ministry for Alex. But beyond that we experienced warm fel-
lowship from the whole community not to mention the expository preaching, the prayer and evange-
lism-mission spirit of this church that have greatly blessed us as well.

We have been blessed by VCL in the past four years. We pray that VCL will continue to be a blessing
and influence many people in their transitory time of being part of this church. And we pray for you
(Pastor Lee) and the whole pastoral team for God's continuing blessings for your wonderful ministry.

Stephanie Christensen to be Our

New Pastoral Intern
By Pastor Lee Eclov

One of our values at VCL is put-

ting our fingerprints on the stu-

dents who are part of our church

for a time. One of the most sig-

nificant ways we do that is by

providing internships. This

spring, and again next fall, Stephanie Christen-

sen will be our intern.

Stephanie has been heavily involved in VCL
ministry for a couple years, especially in leading -
our First, Prayer ministry and helping me with
our monthly services at Sedgebrook Retirement
Community. During her internship we will give
her more exposure to other ministries, to
preaching, and to the Elder Board. It’s our cus-
tom to invite interns to sit in (quietly) on the
Elder Board and to help as needed. We also
hope to give her some counseling opportuni-
ties.

Stephanie and Sean are expecting a baby in
May so she will take the summer off and then
complete the internship in the fall.

Annual Congregational Meeting Celebrates God’s Grace in 2016
By Pastor Lee Eclov

A unified and forward-looking congregational meeting is a wonderful thing. Our meeting on
December 4 was such a time.

Our first order of business was approving the budget for 2016. It was virtually unchanged from this
year, coming in at $556,140. Steve Crowley, Finance Chair, reported that our mortgage balance as
of November 1 was $809,627. We are working to pay off the mortgage within 12 or 13 years. Our
new budget allocates $96,000 to mortgage reduction. A little over half the budget goes to personnel
expenses. About 13% goes to missions and to ministries of the Evangelical Free Church.

Before our election of new officers we heard brief testimonies from each of the four nominees.
Each was elected. Elders: Amit Bhatia and Don Hedges (3 year terms). Treasurer: Kim Cordes, and
Financial Secretary: Dennis Vietmeier (each to 1 year renewable terms).

Amit Bhatia, Director of Outreach Ministries, gave us an update on the Salt Talks, where he meets
with individuals to learn how they are responding to our Prayer/Care/Share initiative. He’s met
with 37 people so far and has gotten feedback that will help us better equip the church.

Pastor Lee brought a policy approved by the elders indicating our view of marriage, based on
Scripture, as being between a man and a woman, intended to be lifelong and exclusive. He also said
that in the year ahead the elders may be looking how to better appeal to adults in the 30-55 age
range. He also gave a report on his and Susan’s trip to Cyprus (see separate article). Several people
expressed thanks to Jim Stamoolis for his years on the Board of Elders.

The meeting concluded with several expressions of thanks to God and his church for various min-

istries here.

Preaching Series:
December 18, 2016—January 29, 2017

“JOIN ALL THE GLORIOUS NAMES”
Matthew 1-2

The Shepherd of

12/18/16 Matt2:3.g | GOd’s People

Matt 2:9.11 | BOW Downand

12/25/16 Worship -
Christmas Day

Cheer Up! - New
1/1/17 John 16:33 | Year’s Day

THE FRONTIER OF THE GOD-BLESSED LIFE:

Favored Son
1/8/17 Gen. 21:1-21

The Attraction of
1/15/17 Gen. 21:22-34 | the God-Blessed

Life

The Test
1/22/17 Gen.22:1-19 | (Communion)
1/29/17 Gen.22:1-19 | [hePromise

Update on Eclovs’ Trip to Cyprus by Pastor Lee Eclov

Pray for VCL in December and January

Can we remodel some of the classroom area to
make it more kid-friendly?

God’s guidance to a missions project/trip for our
church

Stephanie Christensen as our new intern

Elders as we build a new team with Amit Bhatia
and Don Hedges, and set direction for 2017

Each of us as we seek to connect with unbelievers
through Prayer/Care/Share

THANK YOU to all who came out to help
decorate the
church for
Christmas. VCL
looks wonderful!
A special “thank
you” to Kay
Olson who made
the beautiful
green banners in
the Great Room. They are stunning!




