My Memories of Ted Ward

By Pastor Michael Mauriello

I remember meeting Ted for the first
time about four months before I started
at Village Church. My program direc-
tor, Dr. Miriam Charter, told my class

Upcoming Explorer’s Classes

Interested in becoming a member of Village
Church or just learning more about the

church? We offer two upcoming options for our
Explorer's Class. This two-hour class, taught by
Jim Stamoolis, one of our Elders, introduces our
doctrinal statement, our denomination (The
Evangelical Free Church of America), and VCL's
history, bylaws and core values. This instruction
is a requirement for membership. For more in-
formation go to www.evcl.org/membership/.

Option 1: Two Sunday mornings, April 24 and
May 1 at 9:15 a.m.

Option 2: One evening, April 25, at the home of
Jim and Evy Stamoolis, beginning at 7 p.m.in
Kildeer.

If you are interested, please write "Explorer's
Class" in the Friendship Register, and indicate

which option or contact the church office.

VCL Care and Hospitality Ministry
Teams

As you are likely aware, the VCL Care & Hospi-
tality Teams work together to provide a lunch-
eon after each funeral or memorial service that is
held at VCL. We offer this luncheon to the family
as a ministry of the church. The two ministry
teams share the expense for the purchase of
drinks, sandwiches, chips, dessert, and table ser-
vice. We then ask our VCL family to contribute
fruit and veggie trays to complete the meal. We
also ask for several people to work before, dur-
ing, and after the meal to prepare the meal, assist
attendees as needed, and of course clean up the
great room and

kitchen.

We have been told over and over that these
luncheons are a blessing to the families of the
deceased. It is a joy to watch family and friends
gather during the luncheon to catch up and rem-
inisce. We consider this ministry an integral part
of both Care and Hospitality as we continue to
think of VCL as home.

For anyone who has ever contributed to one of
these luncheons in any way, we want to extend

our heartfelt thank you! You have been a bless-
ing and your service has been appreciated!

Four Baptized on Easter Sunday by Pastor Lee Eclov

There is no better culmination for an Easter Sunday service than baptisms! Four were baptized in
our March 27 Easter service, each sharing their testimony of coming to faith. Another baptism
service is tentatively planned for Sunday morning, May 1.

Preaching Series:
April 10—May 1, 2016

“FIRMLY TO THE END”:
Persevering in Our Faith

Meeting
4/10/16 Heb 10:1-39 Expectations
4/17/16 | Heb 11:1-12:3 Faith Works
Buck Up
4/24/16 Heb 12:4-29 Communion
Remember Who
You Are:
5/1/16 Matt 18:1-5 Little Children

VCL Mortgage Story By jim Stamoolis

We sometimes are guilty of relegating God's work in our lives to the "spiritual” matters. The Creator of the
universe can be the court of last appeal to whom we turn when modern medicine runs out of options. The
"ordinary" and "mundane" issues of life are well within our competency. Thank you very much, God, but we
can take it from here.

That attitude received a setback as we watched God work wonders in our recent refinancing. The Finance
Committee, ably led by Steve Crowley, was on top of our need to refinance the mortgage which was nearing
the end of a very favorable rate. It was anticipated that our mortgage rate would increase but the conven-
ience of staying with our current lender weighed heavily in the bank's favor. We were prepared to seek other
terms but had requested in the last quarter of 2015 some indication of what our ongoing interest rate would
be. Our lender balked and would not consider our request in a timely fashion to allow us to comparison
shop for other lenders. When the bank finally gave us their proposed rate it was considerably higher than
our current one with them. To be wise stewards of the funds of the congregation, it was decided to seek out
better terms. The delay from our current lender put us under extremely tight time constraints as we had less

than two months to obtain a favorable mortgage before our current rate expired.

While prayer had gone into the process up to this point we had yet to see God act in a decisive way. That all
changed in January when Pastor Lee “happened” to hear about the work of the Christian Investors’ Fund
(CIF), a church financing arm of the Evangelical Free Church. He called Ric Olson who then “happened” to
have an opportunity to speak with the EFCA President, Kevin Kompelien, followed within hours by contact
with Paul Anderson, the President of the Christian Investors Fund (CIF).

After the initial contact things moved incredibly quickly. Paperwork and information flowed between VCL
and CIF in Minneapolis. Because Pastor Lee is well respected in the Evangelical Free Church combined with
the excellent reputation of the Village Church of Lincolnshire, we recéived priority and focused treatment
from our initial contact right up through the March 11 closing date.

Throughout the entire process we were able to see God's guidance and direction. As Ric has said: " This has
been wonderful to observe." Having our mortgage with CIF means that our payments do not go to enrich a
bank but are plowed back into enabling other churches and ministries to advance the gospel. On February 28
the briefest congregational meeting in the history of VCL was held to approve the mortgage with CIF. We
are amazed at God's timing and provision. This is all His doing. Ric closed one of his emails: "GOD IS AT
WORKI!!!" Amen and amen!

Pray for VCL in April

Staff searches: Children’s Ministry Director, Wor-
ship Director, and Associate Pastor. Pray for the
search committees, and for our communications

with possible candidates.
Baptism service on May 1

Our Evangelism Team, under Amit Bhatia’s lead-
ership. Decisions about community opportunities.

We're seeing many new faces at VCL. Pray that
we will warmly welcome them into God’s home

here.

Our Guest Lists — the people each of us pray
would come to God’s great banquet!
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