Matt. 27:27-54 THE AGONY OF VICTORY 8/10/14
Introduction:
A. Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
B. Last Sunday Pastor Michael focused on the great hymn in
Phil. 2 which says of Christ Jesus:
Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be
used to his own advantage;
rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!

C. Today we turn to story of Jesus’ death on the cross in Matt.
27. Here is the central story of our faith. Here is the crux of
history. The Bible would make no sense without the story
of Jesus’ crucifixion. The crucifixion of Jesus is complex.
All kinds of themes and symbols, stories and prophecies
converge at this crossroads. Each of the four gospel
accounts of Jesus’ crucifixion leans into different aspects of
that terrible, wonderful sacrifice for our sin. In Matthew the
emphasis is on rejection. Isaiah 53 prophesied, “He was
despised and rejected by mankind.” Here it is.




L.

JESUS CHRIST WAS RUTHLESSLY REJECTED BY THE VERY PEOPLE
HE CAME TO SERVE AND SAVE (27:11-44)
We all know that we live in an unspeakably evil world. ISIS was

beheading Christian children in Iraq this week. It seems human
wickedness keeps mutating into more and more grotesque and
debased forms. Jesus was the victim of so many different kinds
of sin—arrogant hypocrisy and corruption, moral blindness,
gross injustice and inhuman brutality. But what makes the evil
done to Jesus the worst evil in human history is that it was all
done to the Son of God, to the Savior of the world, to God’s
anointed King of Israel. Nothing is worse than that! Today,
Matthew shows us how Jesus was utterly and ruthlessly
rejected.

A. The first and most basic stunner is this: The Jews rejected

Jesus as their Messiah. Ch.26 tells how Jesus was brought
before the Jewish court—the Sanhedrin. Look at vv.63-
68... Then when Jesus was brought before Pilate he asks
Jesus the same question in 27:11... When Pilate wanted to
release the criminal Barabbas instead of Jesus, the Jewish
leaders wouldn’t stand for it. 27:22... Jesus has been
accredited to them by God through all kinds of miracles
over nature, illness, and demons. He’d even raised the dead.
He fulfilled Scriptural prophecies of the Messiah in every
way. But they not only rejected him, they called for him to
be humiliated by death on a cross. And be clear about this:
this was not a case of mistaken identity—all some tragic
mistake. Those leaders refused every evidence God gave
them because they did not know God and were not faithful
shepherds of his people. They turned hypocrisy into
atrocity.

B. Inv.27 Jesus is handed over to the Roman soldiers. Vv.27-
31... The Gentiles rejected Jesus as the King. The Roman
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C.

soldiers dramatized mankind’s rejection of Jesus as King.
He wasn’t merely rejected; he was bullied as a powerless
pretender, robbed not only of his majesty but of his dignity.
A laughingstock. Those fools, and so many who followed
them over the centuries, did not know that Jesus’ rightful
throne is encircled by “a rainbow resembling an emerald,”
that the train of his robe fills the temple of heaven, whose
rightful attendants are 24 elders also seated on thrones and
thousands upon thousands of angels, and beings too
extraordinary for human description; whose rightful and
endless worship resounds with “Holy, Holy, Holy” and
“You are worthy to receive glory and honor and power.”
This is the One whom those guards parodied and whom
this world rejected as King.

As Jesus went to his death he was cut off from his people in

every way. Vv.32-38... Jesus was the Son of David. He was
the new Israel, come to bring in the kingdom of God. But
he was cut off from his own people, a man without a
country, and it all had been foretold in the Old Testament.
1. He was taken outside the holy city—rejected by his

people, like the sin offerings in Deuteronomy. Deported
to death itself..
2. He was offered wine mixed with gall, tasting like bile,

another mocking rejection as predicted in Ps. 69:21:
“They put gall in my food and gave me vinegar for my
thirst.” Exiled from fellowship over the table.

3. He was crucified on a man-made tree, the signal of

God’s curse. In Deut 21, the body of someone executed
for a capital crime was hung on a pole and was thus,
under God’s curse. In hanging Jesus on the cross, Israel
expected God to curse him, and of course, he did.



4. Jesus clothes were confiscated, leaving him nothing,
fulfilling the prediction Ps. 22:18, “They divide my
garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.”

No place among his people, the food of fellowship
turned horribly sour, cursed by God, nothing left to his
name.

5. Pilate placed over his head the ironic charge, “THIS IS
JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.” The truth that got him
rejected. Could anything in this upside-down world

ever have been more twisted? That sign on that cross.
6. And they crucified him between two rebels—terrorists,

really, as predicted in Is. 53:12: “he was numbered with
the transgressors.” He wasn’t just cast out; he was killed
among terrorists.

D. In the next verses we listen in to the mocking crowd and

their words are another kind of rejection—rejecting the

very salvation Jesus came to bring.
1. Vv.39-40... Jesus had said that but because they could
not imagine him dismantling the temple building, they

never believed that by his death Jesus destroyed the
temple’s purpose by rendering it and all its ceremonies
obsolete and by making a way for people to enter the
very presence of God boldly. But he could not do that if
he came down from the cross.

2. Vv.41-42... Yet it was only by dying—by not saving
himself—that Jesus could save others from their sins.
Jesus could have saved himself. Legions of angels were
at the ready. But if he had, we would all be condemned.
They said they’d believe if he came down from the
cross, but of course, even when he rose from the dead
they would not believe him.



3. V.43... They figured that if God was on his side then
God would deliver him. They could not imagine the
sacrifice God himself was making. But Jesus trusted
God to save the world through his death, and then to
raise him and all who trusted in him to everlasting life.

E. In all the grim and gruesome annals of human depravity

nothing ever was worse than this. Jesus, the one and only

sinless human being, was falsely condemned, publicly
humiliated, and cruelly crucified. Jesus was not only sinless,
but he was also the God-man who had taken upon himself
the very nature of a servant in order to seek and save the
lost. This Son of God and this best of all men had all this
ruthless rejection inflicted upon him. Never was a victim
more innocent nor more precious. Never was wickedness
worse. And as the old spiritual put it, “And he never said a
mumblin’ word.” He did not resist or protest. Just as Isaiah
had promised, “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did
not open his mouth.” He absorbed all the vicious sin of
mankind, all the rejection of God and his kingdom, all the
faithlessness that condemns. He absorbed it all in his body.

But incredibly, there was crueler rejection than all that. Jesus was

absorbing all the worst of sin that was inflicted upon him. He was
the world’s most tortured innocent victim. Then, incredibly,
these very sins that afflicted him were laid to his account
because “the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” He
was oppressed and afflicted with the worst of all sin and then at
God’s own hand he took on himself the guilt and judgment of
all those same sins, and countless more. Vv.45-49 whisper to us
what it was like...



II. JESUS CHRIST WAS RIGHTEOUSLY REJECTED BY THE FATHER
WHO SENT HIM TO SAVE THE LOST (27:45-50)
A. The darkness from noon till three signaled that God’s own

court was in session. Dark drapes were pulled around the

proceedings. It was both too holy and too horrible for our
eyes. The darkness was a familiar portent of God’s
judgment. Listen to the ominous prediction of Amos 8:9-
10. Remember, Jesus was crucified during Passover, the
greatest of the Jewish feasts. Amos wrote,
“In that day,” declares the Sovereign Lord,
“I will make the sun go down at noon
and darken the earth in broad daylight.
I will turn your religious festivals into mourning
and all your singing into weeping.
I will make all of you wear sackcloth
and shave your heads.
I will make that time like mourning for an only son
and the end of it like a bitter day.
B. We tend to think most of Jesus’ physical suffering, the

unique cruelty of the cross. But the Bible points most to

suffering worse than that. The abandonment by his

followers, the betrayal by his friend, the rejection by his
people, and the condemnation of the Gentiles, the shame of
crucifixion, all were hammer blows. But those three dark
hours were the worst. There in that darkness, God laid on
him the iniquity of us all. 2 Cor 5 says, “God made him who
had no sin to be sin for us.” And Gal. 3 says he was cursed
by God. These things weren’t paper transactions. Jesus,
whose conscience had never known guilt and who had
never had for a moment been distant from God, was awash
in real guilt—real sin—and with it the wrath of God. He
paid for sins, he suffered judgment, he was condemned.
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