Isaiah 9:6-7 TiLL KINGDOM COMES 12/30/07

Introduction:
A. lllus.: Years ago now a friend wrote us about his visit to the famous castle of King
Ludwig Il in Neuschwanstein, in the Bavarian Alps. He wrote how the guide showed

them through the endless hallways and exquisitely decorated rooms. “The most
memorable room to me,” he wrote, “was the throne room with its 2,000 pound
chandelier, mosaic floor and other extravagances. But there was no throne... because
the king had run out of money. Imagine a king without a throne! But that was not the
most impressive thing to me. Our guide pointed out a painting of Christ on the ceiling,
above where the throne was to have been situated, and then saidtous,, You wi | ,' T
that in this throne room there is the pang of Jesus Christ, the King of kings and S
Lord of lords"” [#2325] g %1
B. Last Sunday we met that great King in the pages of Isaiah and pondered again those great t|tles
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace 48
mounting up majestically, one upon the other. They tell us that Jesus is the miraculous

strategist, the heroic God—the“ ki ng i n commoner s gathb i ng
Second Adam, Father of a new race of people who will live forever, and the Prince who i
ushers in the era of shalom & "

C. This week, in Is. 9:7, we learn more about the peace he will bring and we learn about his throne—about
the nature of his reign. What is it like to live in the kingdom of such a King. lllus.: King Ludwig 11, for
all his pomp and glory, turned out to be a recluse, living in a fantasy world, till he was declared insane.
King Jesus is no recluse! His is no fantasy world, but a Kingdom that reaches to every corner of life. His
throne, the seat of his power, is ancient and eternal. Listen again to v.7a...

. JESUSORULE OF PEACE EXPANDS FOREVER (9:7a)

The natural question to follow this statement is how?When kingdoms expand and kings extend their

borders into the territory of others, there is always conflict and subjugation. How can this Kin g 0 s

government increase without disturbing the peace? How will people stand for it?

A. The secret is in the kind of peace that Jesus brings. The peace of Christ is not an imposedpeace, but an
instilled peace; not a peace from without but a peace born into each heart. It is the product of the
gospel—the good news of Jesus’ salvation—working in hearts. According to lIsaiah, this peace, planned
by the Wonderful Counselgincreasesspreading into all the warring, worrying parts of life.

1. Jesus’ death on the cross secured the peace of forgive-ness and clean consciences, of reconciliation
with God. Here is the peace that sings, “ My —Dithe bliss of this glorious thoughimy sin, not in
part, but the whole, is nailed to the cross and | bear it no more. Praideothepraise the Lord, O
my soul .”

2. Jesus’ resurrection secured the peace that accompanies hope—the quieting confidence that death has
lost its sting, and that the grave is but a doorway to eternal life with our Lord.

3. Jesus’ Holy Spirit, sent to dwell in each redeemed heart, brings peace from striving and wondering if
we’ve finally satisfied God. Christ’s Spirit within us assures us of our salvation and whispers
constantly of God’s love for us. His Spirit gives us new birth and new breath, affirming that great
mystery:* Chri st i n you, the hope of glory.”

4. Jesus’ authority to judge the wicked, beginning with Satan himself, gives us the peace that comes
from justice done. The evil and injustice of the world and the devil leaves us unsettled. But Jesus
assures us that the wicked will not get away with it, that justice will be done, and that, too,
contributes to our peace of heart.

B. Thetextsays,” Of t he increase of his govelsmsmildforeverand |
press his peace to new frontiers. | read this and think of the terrible turmoil in our world—the
assassination and riots in Pakistan, the bombs in Iraq, the election turmoil in Kenya. We imagine a day
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when all these countries are at peace. But Jesus never begins his peace initiatives with governments.

He starts in hearts, always.

1. A heart, of course, is no small battleground even for the Mighty God. But patiently, through
conviction and heartache, through reason and yearning, the Lord presses his peace toward human
hearts—as he did with your heart and mine. Again and again, often with mighty upheavals, people
bow to Jesus and find, sometimes to their amazement, peace The deep, quieting peace of a clean
conscience, of a certain hope, of a constant Friend and Counselor in God.

2. Then, these peace-kissed people form churches and infiltrate communities and families, companies
and schools. Oh, I know full well that we are not always agents of Christ’s peace as we should be,
but 1 also know that when Christians love one another and preach the gospel, as Jesus has
commanded and equipped us to, we become salt and light in our world, stars in a dark sky.

Christians quietly spread the peace of Christ to bloodied neighborhoods and cut-throat businesses, to

clawing, biting families and even to deadly prisons. And the peace of Christ is pressed again into

hearts.

This spread of Christ’s ruling peace will continue, often undercover, until Jesus returns and then his

kingdom of peace will spread in full view.

3. Then, nature itself will be at peace. The groaning of creation will end with relief. No more
paroxysms of mountains or seas, no more bloody food chain, no more poisoned atmosphere nor
gasping earth.

4. More than that, the nations of the world will be at peace, united around Christ,for* ever y knee
bow and every tongue c on fThe weslth of theenationgwallsbeibsougi@ h r i s
into the Holy City for the delight of our Lord,and“ a gr eat mul ti tude t hat
every nation, tribe, people and language will stand befoeelirone and in front of the Lamb. They
will wear white robes and hold palm branches in their hands and they will cry out in loud voices,

, Sal vation belongs to our God, who sits on t

5. And all those who have defied God, who have presumed themselves his equal, who have persecuted
his saints, and deceived the world, from Satan to all who will not bow, they shall all be banished
forever to judgment and hell. For Christ will allow no one to disturb the peace any longer.

6. The last enemy to be destroyed will be death itself. Oh, what turmoil death has caused mankind—
what worry and weeping, what fear and fighting. But Jesus holds the keys of death and Hades. When
he reigns no one will ever die again. Never again a funeral or grave or cemetery. No more tears or
pain or mourning. Peace!

. For now, Jesus’ government and peace spreads quietly, often behind the scenes. But it spreads

constantly and inexorably. Campus Crusade reports that on average this past year, 10,000 people from

closed countes contacted them every dayto learn more about the gospel. The other night someone was

telling me that the Chinese churches of Chicago have banded together to try to reach Chinatown. After

prayer, they decided God wanted them to target the chefs in the scores of Chinese restaurants there, so

recently they offered a special dinner to the chefs at 1 a.m. after they all got off work. Over 100 showed

up for the meal and to hear the gospel. And speaking of the Chinese, there was a remarkable story in the

Chicago Tribuneon Christmas morning. Here’s what it said:

Su Zhu Yuan thought Americans celebrated Christmas as part of their patriotic duty. Relatives gave gifts. N
prepared feasts. Storefronts in Chinatown advertised sales. But duringslietteéglinited States, no one told her
the biblical story behind Christmatsl this year. On Sunday, Yuan celebrated the birth of Jesus for the first time |
immersing herself in the baptismal waters at Chinese Christian Union ChurchnSeerxemergesha Chr i st
peace i n my hyeaorltd asneda nisotyr,eos st hseai4dl t hr oughoaldeésas

On Sunday, Yuan donned a white gown and with bare feet ascended a narrow staircasgptsthal goaich's b
Gripping the pastor's arm with both hands, she let him plunge her into the water. As resurfaced
she wiped the water from her face and smiled. "Today is a like a holiday," she said
dripping from head to toe. "It's likeg o Christmases."

That is how Jesus’ government and peace increases NOW.




There’s one more thing I want you to see about this Kingdom:
1. JESUSOKINGDOM IS BUILT TO LAST (9:7b)
This idea is brought out in two ways in these last lines of v.7...
A. Jesus’ kingdom will last because it is built on God’s unbreakable promise to David. In the Bible, it is
deeply significant that Jesus reigns on David’s throne. This continuity from David to Jesus is mentioned
over and over again. God had promised David in 2 Sam. 7:11-16,“ Your house and yol
endure forever before me; vy Olhat's whykhe angal ®ld Marry) | be
“You are to give him the name Jesus. He wil!/|
Lord God willgive him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever:
his ki ngdom uwabids. |And it’ewheliuke @adedute we knew that Joseph and Mary went
to Bethlehem, David’s birthplace, becausehewas“ of t @ ea hd ubk i nRavidrdceivdda vi d.
such favor from God because of his heart. In Acts 13 Paul is preaching the gospel in a synagogue,

recounting Israel’s history. He says in v.22-23,* Af t er removing Saul, [ God
testifiedconcermg him: 1 have found David son of Jes
everything | want him to

do." From this man®s
as he pitomwaeddt Davi dobébs bl oodl i waghishearainlJeswsas s
God raised up a King who far excelled Davidas“aman after God"s own heart
God want s Jheism stbo kdan.g’dom i s permanent because
permanent and everlasting, and it is fulfilled in Christ.
B. Jesus’ kingdom is permanent for another reason: It is established and upheld with justice and
righteousness from that time on and forever. In order to have a government of peace that grows, Jesus
begins by bringing peace to each heart in the kingdom. The defiance against God, the pride and
willfulness, is gradually removed from our hearts until we go to be with the Lord and are thoroughly like
him in humility and self-giving. This new race of people, born by faith from the Second Adam, Jesus,
the Everlasting Father, now form a new citizenry of God’s kingdom.
Now this statement in v.7 is telling us that what makes this government of peace enduring is its laws
and its ethos, its culture. The word justicehere refers to the decrees of Christ—the laws and policies and
promises he has made which govern his kingdom. The word righteousnessgefers more to the climate,
the ethos, the culture of loving what is right, true, holy and loving. On these two immoveable pillars
stand the kingdom of God, established on them and upheld by them. What his grace has liberated,
Christbdés justice and righteousness wil|l uphol
This is why heaven will work, why peace and light will prevail eternally, why their will be no more
wars nor weeping there. But these two pillars sustain us nowas well. Jesus has given us peace, and that
peace rests on our trust in his word—nhis promises and decrees. Our peace also rests on his
righteousness. He is faithful and just to forgive us our sitide works within us to make us righteous,
and he is committed to bringing us into heaven without spot or wrinkle or any other blemish. The peace
Jesus has brought us rests on the pillars of his just words and his love of righteousness.

I11.A HE ZEAL OF THE LORD ALMIGHTY WILL ACCOMPLISH THIS. O
All this which we’ve read since Isaiah 7:1. All this moving of nations and hearts, all this work of centuries,
this bringing of light to people walking in darkness, this joy that sweeps over a desperate people, like the joy
of harvest or of war won, this sending of a boy born to be King, of his Kingdom of peace, established
forever on the pillars of justice and righteousness—all this is guaranteed by the enthusiasm, the passion, the
jealous love of Almighty God for his people and by the glory of his name!

Conclusion
Does this great King reign in you? The evidence of his reign is peace. So are you at peace? Is there a deep
sense of peace with God and peace from God even if your world is in turmoil? Illus.: | remember a time when |
was terrified of something terrible happening. My health was threatened. | thought about it all the time. Then,
after some prompting, I prayed,“ Lor d, thi s fear i s lat siosrnd'itd nuictht,| eb
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give it to you, to reign over it. Itisa paltryfoe r i ng, but p |Amheglid. Pebhcackne. Pachapa t r 0
that’s what you need to do today.
The reign of Jesus’ peace in our heart is not only our birthright as Christians, it is also our mission.
Remember St. Francis’s prayer:“ L or d, ma&xtr mme mtn o fironigatiyspreading Jasasegift”
of peace is not often a safe endeavor. But both through our lifestyles and words, we are agents of the grace of
Jesus that bringspeace. Thi s must be our pr i maOQhyhatlSedwould gvausthes Re s
opportunities this year to lead people to Jesus for salvation and life! May his kingdom of peace spread through
us!
Hlus.: It was only three weeks ago, on Dec. 9 when Matthew Murray shot and killed Tiffany Johnson, 26,
and Philip Crouse, 24 at a Youth With a Mission training center in Arvada, Colo. According to a Christianity
Todayinterview with the director, Peter Warren, this is what happened.
After another student performed CPR on Tiffany, she regained consciousness, andfasked Holly b ad ? o
Hol l'y said, ifnYes, itds bad. o
Tiffany looked at Holly and her boyfriend, Dan, who was also sliofVand shid, t hi s f or Jesus,
for Jueesogs. O




