Is 9:6 Bic NAMES 12/23/07

Introduction:

A. Most of the time children are given names that have taken a lot of thought. A name is chosen because it
is in the family, or because it means something important, or because it sounds especially nice. But
children born to be kings and queens get names like nobody else! Sometimes they get them at birth and
sometimes when they assume the throne. 1 did some research.

e OnJune 2, 1953, upon the death of her father, the 25 year old Elizabeth Alexandra Mary Windsor
was crowned “Elizabeth the Second, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and
of her other Realms and Territories, Queen, Head of the Common-wealth, Defender of the Faith.”

e The current reigning monarch of Japan is His Imperial Majesty Akihito, the 125th Emperor of Japan,
Grand Cordon of the Supreme Order of the Chrysanthemum, Order of the Rising Sun, Order of the
Sacred Treasure.

o Haile Selassie I, the last emperor of Ethiopia, gave himself that name because it means “Might of the
Trinity.” His other titles included Conquering Lion of the Tribe of Judah, Elect of God, and King of
Kings. Unfortunately, he was deposed from his throne in 1974 and died king of nothing a year later!

o Saddam Hussein was The Glorious Leader, Direct Descendant of the Prophet, the Lion of Babylon,
the Father of the Two Lion Cubs, the Anointed One, the Successor of Nebuchadnezzar, the Modern
Saladin of Islam. None of those titles came up at his execution.

B. None of these people could live up to such titles! But we serve a King whose titles—more wonderful
than any others—describe him perfectly. Is. 9:6: “Unto us a son is born, unto us a son is given, and the
government will be upon his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” This morning, let us explore these great titles.

. JEsuUs IS THE WONDERFUL COUNSELOR

It isn’t clear whether this is intended to be one title or two. But it is clear that neither English word captures

the potency of these titles in the Hebrew.

A. Wonderful is too small, too narrow, a word. Jesus is wonderful, of course, but this word says he is a
Wonder! Wonder is the word used to describe God’s greatest miracles (“signs and wonders”), and it is
always and only used of the deeds of God; never of man. Jesus Christ is God’s greatest Wonder. Do you
remember when the Angel of the LORD appeared to Manoah to announce the birth of Samson (ud. 13:18)?
Manoah asked this stunning person his name, and the Angel of the Lord (Christ, I think) replied, “Why
do you ask my name? It is beyond understanding.” Literally, “It is wonderful.” Same word as here in
Isaiah 9:6. This word isn’t telling us that Jesus is merely extraordinary but, according to E. J. Young,
“One who in His very person and being is a Wonder, He is that which surpasses human thought and
power, He is God himself.”

B. In the same way, the English word Counselor doesn’t do justice to the second name. A counselor is
someone who tells us the wise way to go, and Jesus does that, of course. But this has more to do with the
strategic plans of God. The emphasis isn’t on his telling us the best way to go, but on the complex plans
made from before the creation of the world for the establishing of God’s kingdom on earth; indeed, for
every plan of God. Later Isaiah will write in 28:19 of, “... the LORD Almighty, wonderful in counsel and
magnificent in wisdom.” Here is one who can formulate the blueprint of the ages, the strategic plan of
heaven, the infallible way to untangle the knotted threads of life and history and weave them into the
purposeful tapestry of God.

C. Jesus Christ qualifies for these titles. The New Testament tells us that he is Creator of all things. Jesus
Christ calculated the orbits of planets, moons, the stars and galaxies. Imagine the counsels of One who
can tie the whale and the ant, the Rockies and Death Valley, all into one interdependent whole; One who
can set the sensitivities of the nerves on the palm of your hand slightly differently than the nerves on the
tips of your fingers. What a Wonder he is! How great are his counsels!




And beyond that he manages history, unthwarted by devices and designs of despots. Whether they
acknowledge him or not Jesus directs the affairs of kings and presidents as surely as he lays the courses
of rivers.

But nothing so displays his genius, the wonder of his counsels, as his plan for the saving of sinners.
We faced a death-dark chaos of sin and rebellion by men and demons yet the Savior found a way to
satisfy the holiness of God, to thwart the efforts of the death-dealing Devil, and to overcome the deadly
depravity of man, by shedding his own divine blood on the cross of Calvary. What can you say of the
counsels of One who conquers by dying, who becomes weak in order to do the mightiest deed of all?

D. And we can put our lives into the hands of this Wonderful Counselor, to this Wonder of a Holy
Strateqist, to this Infinitely Perfect Planner, for “we know that in all things God works for the good of
those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. ” This great Savior can bring order
to our chaos and direction in our confusion.

Il. JESUS IS THE MIGHTY GOD
A. lsaiah has told us that “a child is born” and “a son is given”” but now he tells us the incredible—that
this child is God. In the very next chapter, in 10:21, Isaiah will refer to the God of Israel with this same
title, “the mighty God.” The cults, like the Mormons and the Jehovah’s Witnesses, will affirm that Jesus
is divine, but he is more than divine. He does not merely have something of God in him. He is the
Mighty God. Thomas knew it when he saw the wounds in the hands and feet of the risen Christ and
exclaimed, “My Lord and my God!”

The word for ‘mighty’ is gibbor, meaning hero, so Jesus is the heroic God. Might summoned up
under danger. It is a word applied to the heroes of Israel—men who fought overwhelming odds, who
faced death rather than give in, who saved the kingdom by their bravery. But how can God ever be
brave? How can the strongest, the mightiest of beings ever demonstrate courage? Illus.: I cannot help but
think of the story I’ve told you before drawn from Mark Twain’s 4 Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s
Court. It tells the adventures of a very ordinary man from the 19™ century transported back to the
medieval world of King Arthur. At one point he convinces King Arthur to dress like a peasant and take a
journey through his kingdom.

They happen upon a run down hut, deadly quiet. When they enter they see a woman near death in
the corner and when they get close to give her a drink of water they realize that she has smallpox—and
that they are in desperate danger. But the king won’t leave. And when the mother asks him to go into the
loft, he goes, finding the dead father on the way. This is what happens next:

“There was a slight noise from the direction of the dim corner where the ladder was. It was the king
descending. I could see that he was bearing something in one arm, and assisting himself with the other.
He came forward into the light; upon his breast lay a slender girl of fifteen. She was but half conscious;
she was dying of smallpox.

“Here was heroism at its last and loftiest possibility, its utmost summit, this was challenging death
in the open field unarmed, with al the adds against the challenger, nor reward set upon the contest, and
no admiring world in silks and cloth-of-gold to gaze and applaud; and yet the king’s bearing was as
serenely brave as it had always been in those cheaper contests where knight meets knight in equal fight
and clothed in protecting steel. He was great now; sublimely great. The rude statues of his ancestors in
his palace should have an addition—I would see to that; and it would not be a mailed king killing a

giant or a dragon, like the rest. It would be a king in commoner’s garb bearing death in his arms.”
[#2703]

Our King had the courage to bear death in his arms. Remember how our King sweat great drops of
blood in the Garden of Gethsemane. That was the bravery to obey tho’ it would mean passing beyond
the favor of God and into his dark wrath. The heroism it took to enter this plagued world, submitting to
our worst insults and indignities, so that he might save people who did not even know who he was. That
is how our great King demonstrated courage. That is what makes him the Heroic God!

C. This heroic, mighty God is your defender and mine; our champion. He is the one to whom we pray when
we’re afraid, when our battles are too hard, when our enemies are too fearsome. He is the one who can
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deliver our beloved ones from the deepest prisons and the strongest chains. He is the one who will go
with us into anything, no matter how terrifying. He is the one who said, “In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” [in 16:33]

I11.JESUS IS THE EVERLASTING FATHER

A. God bears many wonderful titles, but none is sweeter to me than Father. What a gift we were given
when Jesus taught us to pray, “Our Father in heaven...” What comfort in the promise of Ps. 103:13,
“As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him.”
What verse in all of Scripture brings the mercy of God home to the wayward like Lk 15:20: “But while
he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son,
threw his arms around him and kissed him.” It must have been 30 years ago that | wrote this in a
stressful time:

“Lord, sometimes | need to see you as a God of holy mi
Jehovah, King of Kings and Lord of all.

To remember that the thunder is the whisper of your power,

And angd in praise before you fall.

But, Lord, tonight | need a father to walk with me awhile,

To nod your head and say you understand,

To put your arm around my trembling shosladgemwe walk

And tell me that you |l ove me as | am. '’

B. But there is a curious thing in this verse: “To us a son is given... And he will be called Everlasting
Father.” We know that the second person of the Trinity is the Son, and that Jesus is that Son. So how
can he be called by that unique title of the First Person of the Trinity? In just a couple of weeks we will
begin a study in John 14. Do you remember how on his last night with them, Jesus told his disciples that
he was going away to prepare a place for them. He told them, “I am the way and the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.” And Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that
will be enough for us.” Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you
such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father...” in14:6-11a

C. Inthe Triune Godhead, Jesus is the Son, not the Father, but in this world Jesus is the Father in the flesh.
The story of the prodigal son would be too good to be true of God if Jesus himself hadn’t told it, for he
is the image of the Father in that story. We see the Everlasting Father when Jesus blessed the little
children, when he called his “little children,” when he fed the multitudes and comforted the weeping,
and when he prepares a home for us.

D. There is another aspect, too. You may remember that Is. 53 describes Jesus “pierced for our
transgressions, ... crushed for our iniquities.” Listen to Is. 53:10, “Yet it was the LORD s will to crush
him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his
offspring and prolong his days...” Jesus has children, those born again through him. He is our father like
Adam was our father. Jesus is the Second Adam, the Father of a new race of people, born from above by
the Spirit of God.

E. We all need a Father and Jesus brings the Father to us, running, full of compassion and kisses.

IV.JESUS IS THE PRINCE OF PEACE

A. The title, Prince, signals royalty and sovereignty, a word with a golden scepter, a purple cape and a
jewel-encrusted crown, echoing with the fanfare of long trumpets, bent knees and bowed heads and
pledges of loyalty. The Messiah is a Prince, with the royal blood of both heaven and earth in his veins,
born to reign forever, the son of King David, and the coregent with God the Father.

B. Peace is the expansive Heb. word, shalom. Solomon, whose name was derived from that same word,
shalom, was to be the prince of peace. But he never lived up to his name. Jesus does. Peace, prosperity,
health, safety, completeness. What a stunning idea in a war-weary world—a Prince of Peace. Mic.
5:4,5a says:

He will stand and shepherd his flock
in the strength of the LORD,
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in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they will live securely, for then his greatness
will reach to the ends of the earth.
And he will be their peace.
C. Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace:

e What better name for one who commanded the sea to be silent.

o What better name for one who cast demons from the tormented.

e What better name for one who reconciles sinners to the holy God, making sons and daughters of
rebels.

e What better name for the one in whose kingdom the lamb and lion lie down together, and where
there is no more death or mourning or crying or pain, and where the nations joyfully bring their
treasures to the Lord.

D. If Christ is your Lord he will be to you the Prince of Peace.

e He can quiet whatever storms or enemies threaten you.

« He will forgive any sin and remove the scarlet letter of guilt from your mind. “Therefore, since we
have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

e He will bring you home to a world of perpetual peace.

e And now, in this troubled world, you have his promise: “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give
you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be
afraid.”

Conclusion
A pastor friend of mine, Ken Langley, Sr. Pastor at Christ Community Church in Zion, told me how he
came to the end of a sermon he preached on this text. I will conclude as he did:

The emotional power of this great text lies not only in Messiah’s titles, but in their cumulative effect.
They are more than their sum. Spoken together (or sung, as in Handel’s oratorio), they convey a sense of
majesty that can’t be captured by any one title, no matter how lofty.

Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings has a scene that illustrates what I’m talking about. Aragorn, the rightful
king of the west, has long labored in obscurity, forgoing kingly comforts to serve his subjects and fight
their battles, repeatedly risking his life for them. But at last he prevails over the forces of the dark lord,
and is poised to enter the city where he will rule at last.

The steward of the city meets him at the gate and proclaims his royal pedigree for the citizens of
Minas Tirith: “Here is Aragorn son of Arathorn, chieftain of the Dunedain of Arnor, Captain of the Host
of the West, bearer of the Star of the North, wielder of the Sword Reforged, victorious in battle, whose
hands bring healing, the Elfstone, Elessar of the line of Valandil, Isildur’s son, Elendil’s son of Numenor.
Shall he be king and enter into the city and dwell there?” And all the host and all the people cried yea
with one voice.

There was another King, who long labored in obscurity, unheralded, humbly serving the people over
whom he has every right to reign, laying down his life for them. Today he claims the throne of our lives.
Here is Jesus, the Christ, the Second Adam, the Bright and Morning Star, the First and the Last, victorious
in battle, whose hands bring healing, Mighty Second Person of the Trinity, Son of David, Son of Man and
Word of God Incarnate, the Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace. Shall he enter our hearts, our church, and dwell there?



