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Is. 8:19-9:6a THE DAWN LONG COMING  12/16/07  
 
Introduction: 

A. We sing at this season, “It came upon a midnight clear that 
glorious song of old... Peace on the earth, good will to 
men.” The angels did greet the shepherds deep on a starry 
night, but the message of the angels came into a more 
sinister night, a midnight murky and deadly. And it is in 
that night we begin today. Turn to Is. 8:19. 

B. Illus.: 55 years ago this month, on Dec. 6, 1952, the people 
of London were still burning cheap coal so they could use 
their quality coal to pay off war debts. But something went 
wrong. A fog fell on the city and it was so thick that it 
pressed all that coal smoke down upon the city. 
Stan Crib was a young man. “You had this 
swirling,”  Cribb recalls, “like somebody had 
set a load of car tires on fire... It’s like you were 
blind.”  The effect of this darkness was that it got 
colder, so Londoners put more coal on the fire.  

  According to a report by John Nielsen I 
heard on NPR radio five years ago, by Sunday, 
Dec. 7, visibility fell to one foot. Roads were 
littered with abandoned cars. Midday concerts 
were cancelled due to total darkness. Archivists at 
the British Museum found smog lurking in the book stacks. 
Cattle in the city's Smithfield market were killed and 
thrown away before they could be slaughtered 
and sold — their lungs were black. 

  On the second day of the smog, Saturday, 
Dec. 6, 500 people died in London. When the ambulances 
stopped running, thousands of gasping Londoners walked 
through the smog to the city's hospitals. The lips of the 
dying were blue. People whose lungs were already 
weakened by smoking and pollution had no defenses. In 
essence, the dead had suffocated. After four days, a sudden 
wind drove the fog away. It is estimated that eventually 
over 12,000 died from what they call now “the killer fog.” 
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  In about 732 BC God’s own people, the Jews in and 
around Jerusalem, were in a killer fog of their own. 

 
I. REJECTING GOD PLUNGES PEOPLE INTO A KILLER 

FOG (8:19-23) 
 Jerusalem’s King Ahaz was terrified of his two 

northern neighbors, Israel and Aram (or Syria), so he 
determined to make an alliance with the biggest 
country on the block, the Assyrians. Through his 
prophet Isaiah, God pleaded with Ahaz not to do 
that; just to trust God with this matter. But Ahaz 
wouldn’t listen. He didn’t trust God and he didn’t want to live 
the way God demanded his people live. And that was the 
problem.  
A. People reject God because they don’t want to live as God 

insists they must. The rub isn’t whether you believe in God 
or not, but whether you believe in him enough to obey him 
and trust him to the exclusion of all others. No other 
alliances, no other gods, not other fall-back plans. God only 
in my heart.  

B. The downside of rejecting God, however, is a killer fog—
an atmosphere of life that is choking, blinding and deadly. 
There isn’t any other source of light or truth in this world, 
besides God. So what do you do when you’re in this kind 
of fog and you won’t turn to God? Look what the people of 
Judah did in v.19...  

C. When people reject the word of the living God they must 
settle for the whispers of the dead. When life is deathly 
dark you’re desperate for someone who has a bird’s eye 
view. Judah was turning to the dark arts. There is this 
assumption that somehow the dead are more alive now, that 
they’re now stronger, wiser, better—and that they stand 
ready to help us if only we can connect with them. We, of 
course, believe that the dead are not... dead; not annihilated. 
But the Bible is clear that they are deader, in a way, than 
they were here. Choice is gone. Their blindness is terminal, 
they are but shadows of their former selves. Well, who is it 

Rejecting God plunges people 
into a killer fog (8:19-23)
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then that speaks in those séances? Who is it that knows the 
family secrets, who foretells the future? It is a classic case 
of identity theft—Satan’s demons expertly impersonating 
the dead. So imagine how helpful they will be to people 
already in a killer fog! 

  In desperate darkness, people don’t always turn to the 
dead, but unless they turn to God, they always turn to blind 
guides. False religions, self-help, mysticism, that new 
bestseller, The Secret. Some way—any way—to see in the 
dark. Illus.: Awhile back a Jewish friend was telling me 
how he had a copy of the Scriptures by his bed, but that he 
was really intrigued with kabala—a kind of Jewish 
mysticism. I asked him, “Why would the God who wants to 
communicate with his people hide what he wants to say? 
Why the mysterious, the secrets. You have his own Word in 
the Scriptures. Just read that!” That’s what Isaiah said here 
in v.20...  

D. It is never too late to go back to God’s Word. But the 
problem is that God won’t tell us what we want him to say. 
Imagine Ahaz saying, “OK, OK, what does the Law say 
about Assyria?” Isaiah would have said, “You shall have 
no other gods before me. You shall not make alliances with 
other nations. And you must love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, soul, mind and strength.” It just wasn’t what 
Ahaz wanted to hear. That’s still the rub for people. If the 
Bible was like a horoscope—telling them if today was a 
good day to buy or if this was the season for romance, 
they’d be happy. But God won’t talk to us like that. Are 
you under pressure? Frantic about tomorrow? Open your 
Bible! Illus.: A key leader in the Free Church has been 
lying near death for several days this week. It is a 
frightening time for those who love him. They learn all 
they can from the doctors and do all that medicine can, but 
their hope is in the Lord. Last night the blog update 
mentioned how independently, various folks had been 
praying from Ps. 41: 1-3: “How blessed is he who 
considers the helpless; The LORD will deliver him in a day 
of trouble. The LORD will protect him and keep him alive, 
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And he shall be called blessed upon the earth; And do not 
give him over to the desire of his enemies.” That’s how 
godly people face their fears. 

E. There is a sober irony revealed next: vv.21-22... There is no 
verse in the Bible more hopeless, more full of death, than 
Is. 8:22. Those who refuse to listen to God in the light will 
very likely curse him in the darkness. They wouldn’t listen 
to him, but they will blame him, because they have to 
blame someone. But when they finally finish shaking their 
fist at the heavens they have to come back down to earth, 
and there they find only the suffocating shadows and death-
dealing darkness. That is where the Jews found themselves 
for centuries, and where all who refuse to obey God find 
themselves—in a killer fog. 

 
Illus.: Another story, this one from C. S. Lewis’s Narnia 
tale, The Voyage of the Dawn Treader.” His characters are 
lost aboard a ship in impenetrable darkness. Eventually 
they realize they are just going around in circles.  
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II.  WHEN WE WERE DYING IN DARKNESS , GOD SAID 

AGAIN , “L ET THERE BE LIGHT .”  (9:1-2)  
 This passage is kind of echo of Genesis 1, as well 

as a foreshadow of John 1—“In him was life, and 
that life was the light of men.” 
A. Isaiah saw in the future what we now see in the 

past—the coming of Jesus Christ. God arranged for 
the light of Christ to dawn upon the old outpost of 
Israel’s darkness. Zebulun and Naphtali were the 
two northernmost tribes of the 12 tribes of Israel. 
They became the doormat of the invading countries. 
They fell first. The lights went out there first. But 
God promises that when the light comes back, it 
will come to that region first. In the time of Jesus, 
it wasn’t known by those tribal names any more. It 
was the region of Galilee. But Nazareth, Jesus’ hometown, 
was in old Zebulun, and his ministry began in Capernaum. 
Listen to how Matt. 4:13-17 puts it... 

  If God would bring light there first—to that place that 
rejected him and cursed him for their trouble, who got 
exactly what they deserved, and who should’ve lived out 
history in “utter darkness”—then there is nowhere on the 
face of the earth, no matter how dark, where God would not 
shine his light, or send his light bearers. And there is no 
heart so gripped in killer fog that the light of God might not 
shine there by his great grace. 

B. God’s light, Jesus Christ, is for all who walk in darkness, 
for all who live in “the land of the shadow of death.” This 
is no longer a matter of the Jewish people alone, but of all 
mortals—all who have death in our genes, all who choke 
on the killer fog. Illus.: Remember the albatross that began 
to lead the ship to the light. Let’s pick up the story again: 

  ,
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When we were dying in 
darkness, God said again...

Let 
there 

be 
light!
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  When the light of Jesus Christ came into the world to 
lead us out of the killer fog we had created, everything 
changed. 

 
III.  REJOICE THAT JESUS CHRIST IS OUR L IGHT ! (9:3-6a)  
 Illus.: One reason we as Christians send Christmas 
cards is to rejoice in our faith. We’ve been getting lots of 
cards from friends all over the place. It’s pretty hard to 
come up with anything new, but I’ve been thinking about 
some ideas for a new line of cards.  
·  I’ve got one with a farmer riding his 

combine across a field of wheat.  
·  Or here’s one of the swearing in of new citizens like 

my friend Marco. Great, huh!?  
·  Or that famous picture of the sailor 

kissing the girl in Times Square after 
WWII was won. Love it!  

·  Or one more: a huge bonfire fueled by 
bloody army boots. People are going to eat these up!  

Those are the images that Isaiah gives us in these vv.3-6a... 
Harvest, new citizens, victory and the end of war. Our reasons for 
rejoicing! 

A. Rejoice that God multiplies a decimated people into a vast 
nation. “You have enlarged the nation and increased their 
joy.”  There was virtually no nation left when Isaiah’s 
prophecies came to pass. And thus, there was no hope of a 
future. Listen to what Isaiah 49:19-22, 23c 
says... Illus.: Last July I told the story of one 
of my favorite moments on our trip to 
Turkey and Greece. It happened just outside 
ancient Philippi, at the approximate place 
by a stream where Paul led Lydia to the 
Lord. The stream where Lydia and the 

Merry Christmas!

“God rest you 
merry, gentlemen”

�����������	


Rejoice that Jesus Christ is our Light!
(9:3-6a)

Rejoice! 

Our nation 

is growing!
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other women were praying still runs there, and they’ve built 
a little amphitheater into the hillside. Our group was having 
Communion there. Our leader, John Guest, was 
Episcopalian, originally from England, and one of the 
pastors assisting him was Presbyterian from North 
Carolina. As our group filed down to receive 
communion, I noticed a group of about 25 
Koreans who had gathered up under the 
shade to watch. I went over and greeted them 
with the one Korean word I know, and found 
someone who could speak English. As I 
suspected, they were all believers, too; 
Methodists. So I invited them to join us in 
the Lord’s Supper, which they did. So there 
we were, believers of many denominations 
from the U.S. and Korea, taking Communion together at 
the very place where Lydia, the very first convert in 
Europe, found Christ and was baptized by a Jew from 
Tarsus. Brothers and sisters in the Lord. That’s the 
celebration that this promise in Isaiah foretold. 

B. Rejoice that this multiplied nation is a harvest. “They 
rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest.”  This 
reminds us of seeds painstakingly planted, a long wait, 
concern about weather and weeds. Jesus told his disciples 
once, “I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. 
Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the 
benefits of their labor.” Jn.4:38 There was Abraham, alone in 
faith, and despite storms of sin and unbelief, God grew a 
harvest of the faithful—a great white field of people who 
trust him.  

C. Rejoice that this multiplied nation is the plunder of victory 
(v.3b-5). Here is the picture of a great battle ended, a 
terrible oppression conquered, and plunder gathered. 
Remember how Paul quotes Ps. 68 in Ephesians, speaking 
of Jesus, “When he ascended on high, he led captives in his 
train.”  We, the redeemed, are the happy plunder of Jesus 
the conquering King. We were both the enemy and the 
oppressed. We faced in God’s righteous demands a law 
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that couldn’t be kept, in Satan an enemy who couldn’t 
be beaten, and in our sin a disease that couldn’t be 
cured. All that was shattered when Jesus died on the cross 
and rose from the dead for us. V.4 promises that God will 
bring a deliverance from all forms of oppression: As 
Motyer  put it, “No more burdens, no more blows, no more 
tyrants.”  

  And what’s more, he promises that not only is a battle 
fought, but the war is won. No more need for soldier’s 
boots or any other equipment of war. This victory is over 
the bloodiest of all enemies, death itself. It is a victory we 
enjoy now, for death has lost its sting. But it is also a 
victory yet to come, when Jesus—the Rider on the White 
Horse of Rev. 19—conquers all who resist him in the final 
great Battle of Armageddon, ushering in peace forever for 
those who love him. 

D. Rejoice because “to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders.” All this will 
come at the hands of the child Immanuel. It will not be the 
movements of nature nor nations, but the holy and mighty 
work of one great king, born as a child among us. And that 
is why we rejoice! 

 
Conclusion 
 It is fine to sing, “It came upon a midnight clear, that glorious 
song of old,” but make no mistake, the real miracle was not on the 
“midnight clear” but what came upon a midnight heavy with death 
and hopelessness when God through the birth of his son, and ours, 
brought the promise of peace to all who step into his grace and 
favor.  

   


