Is. 7:1-8:10 THE OTHER IMMANUEL? 12/2/07

Introduction:

A

I. FEAR, WHEN GOD HAS PROMISED PROTECTION, IS A FAR GREATER THREAT THAN ANY l=
ENEMY (7:1-13)
A.

Hlus.: Chuck Colson, founder of Prison Fellowship, wrote about the Christmas in 1993 when he and his
wife, Patty, signed up through their local church to deliver gifts to the children of prisoners through
Project Angel Tree.
We set off with our gifts for the housing project where “our” family lived—a place we were warned not to visit without a
police escort. We went anyway, but as we drove into the project | wondered if we’d made the right decision: We saw
broken windows, trash everywhere, grim-faced gangs lounging in doorways.
When we found the apartment, a boy about nine years old cautiously opened the door.
‘Merry Christmas,” | said, holding out the presents. “These are from your daddy.” The door swung wide open. The
boy’s mother was working late, and as we waited we saw that the apartment was as bleak as the courtyard outside: The
furniture was torn, the stuffing falling out. A straggly Christmas tree leaned against the wall, bare of any presents.
“What's your name?” | asked the boy.
“Emmanuel,” he replied
“Emmanuel! Do you know what your name means?” | opened my Bible and read from Matthew: “And they shall call
him Emmanuel—which means ‘God with us.”
When his mother came home, Emmanuel threw his arms around her, crying, “Mama, Mama, guess what my name
means: God is with us!” [12/94 Jubileg#3984]
| sndt t ha tAndwhatargreaaname fortachrldy ?
Paul Harvey might begin this sermon: You have heard, no doubt, the familiar stoffynow God came
over the virgin Mary and she became pregnant.
consternation till an angel appeared to him and told him that this child was from God, and that he
should take Mary home as his wife. Andygnfilae  y ou r eme mb er Ilbthis tddiaplateh e w
to fulfilwhatthe Lod had sai d t h rThewiggim will be eith ghildoapdhwil give bidh to
a son, and they will call him Immanégw h i ¢ h Gedavithud Bt may b eknowavbat d o
else that prophet said. And thatmiseE REST OF THE STOR
Turn in your Bibles to Isaiah 7, the passage from which Matthew quotes. But the story here is definitely
not your typical Christmas story. We step back in history about 740 years before Jesus was born, into a
dangerous and very dark period. Our text for the month of Decemberisls.7-9, but t oday we
ofthatd t he most complicated part. inSo keep your Bi
We start with three countries, three capitals and three kings. King Ahaz rules over Judah from its capital,
Jerusalem. He is a wicked king with no confidence in God. He even sacrificed his own son on the altar
of an idol. He and all his people are terrified of their two neighbors to the north. Israel,
the 10 tribes that broke away from Judah, is ruled by King Pekah from his capital,
Samaria. Aram (or Syria) is ruled by King Rezin from his capital, Damascus. Listen to
vv.1-2... This is a story about fear vs. faith in God. Immanuel is central to that story.
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Ahaz had good reason for fear. As v. 1 says, these two enemies had already been at his | —= = = &
gates and 2 Chron. 28 tells us that they did a great deal of damage. Buttheyd i d ndét t ak e
the city. Nonetheless, the prospect of a return visit to finish them off was terrifying. The whole nation
was shaking like leaves in a storm. Look at v.3... Ahaz was out inspecting the aqueduct because that was

Jer us al e méak-nesg. The @ty hedshd water within its gates so all an enemy had to do was cut

off their water supply to defeat them.

But Ahaz had better reason for confidence (vv.4-9). The first is in code language hereinv.2:i Now t he
house of Davidw a st Ahazdvas still @ne of the royal descendants of David, and God had made a
promiseto David:Ai You shal l never fail to have a man to
your sons are careful i n all t 2lge2yThiglkng coulnl bew a | k
invincible if only he obeyed God!




Then there is Isaiah6s s on,. Hissmame mShéarelasholr. Ricturg s w
Isaiah coming up to the fretful king.# Gr eet i ngs, O ki ng. Have you me
will R e t Ruegnant siferice. Bad newsd a captivity is coming. Good newsd a few faithful ones will
return to the land.

Then Il saiah del iwie AmtheGrandlabian of thefisstsplaragegwouldbe, it B e

careful to do nfort diiikhspieonasaidii Daomdtt jbwesta do s o met
One commentator said succinctly, i When God says, OFear mEovongd t hel

But t her e 0 snowsthe $oveleign @ad telds Ahazwbat he sees from his lofty position:
vv.4b-6... The two nations that have Ahaz shaking in his royal boots are already burned out, like
kindling pulled away from the flames. Notice how God identifies himselfinv.7, A Thi s i s what
Sovereign LORD s a Y sdbnai YahwehwWho are these burnout boys compared to the Sovereign God
of Israel?! And what God says in vv.7-9is pointed poetry...
Vv.8-9 have a parallel structure, A-B-Cd A-B-C.

C. V.9b is the centerpiece of

It will not take place, it will not happen. A
A forAthe head of Aram is Damascus, Go d~0 S challe ,n ge 1
A and the head of Damascus is only Rezin. to us: flf you do not stand firm

A Within sixty-five years Ephraim [Israel] will be too shattered to be a people. in your faith, you will not stand

A The head of Ephraim is Samaria, ; ;
Aand the head of Samaria is only Re atall. &isnotasin to be

A If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all afraid. It is a weakness, but it
isndt a sin. Ho w

drives us to defy and disobey
God, the ground beneath our feet is sure to give way. Any chance that is happening to you? Fear, when
God has promised protection, is a far greater threat than any enemy!

Ahazodos faith wasBwtakertedssahethhbi hgast.
Il. GOD OFFERS TO HELP US WHEN OUR FAITH IS WEAK (7:10-13)
A. V.10-11..Go d d o e s n aittthat evdy, lwua Iythink Gbabis always willing to bolster weak faith, if

we ask for help. Remember the man who told Jesus,i L o r d , | bel i evButwhahGod p m
offers the wicked Ahaz is extraordinarily gracious. Ahaz could make up anythingd make the sun stand

still, have the trees bow to the ground, turn the bread to brownies. Anything! But look what Ahaz says in
v.12..Hei s a politician quoting Scripture, but he
paradoxically, he knows God will give it,andthenh e 6 d b kedienca boxa In & tfie strange faith of

the unbeliever!

The issue for Ahaz, you s .eHehadno istamtiort of ohegimyGod.fHE i t h
heart wasnodét in itvldSo | ook what God replies:
Our gracious God will fortify weak faith seeking to be strong, but he has no patience for the person who
refuses to trust him. Notice the name Isaiah used: i He a r  nlwuwse of Davidu . Thedwhole

dynasty of David, and the nation behind him, teeters on the brink of destruction! Then God renders his
verdict. And Ahaz will get a sign he didnot b

I111.GOD PROVES HIS WORD EVEN TO THE HARD-HEARTED (7:14-25)
A.God makes Ahaz an(wd41b)e.r Thhei sc ainsdont 6 tr etfhues esi gn t F

B.

now he has no say, and God gives a sign that willnoth e | p A h &utitcan hefpaurst h

You recognize, of course, that v.14 is the one Matthew quotes about Jesus. But as you can see, here in

this context, the point seems to be for that time and place. There is a great deal of discussion about who

this Immanuel is. Was there kind of a First Immanueld a shadow of the Second Immanuel, Jesus Christ?
Some t hi nd& thatthisean enly besboudJesus, in spite of the apparent tie to events of that

time. Others think it is an anonymous child, or the son of Ahaz himself, good king Hezekiah. Some
suggest that | saiaho6s first wife died, and a
wife and bear a son to him, who was this Immanuel. | 6m not willingmdsto pr ece
likely, but I can affirm three things that are obvious to me:
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1. This child was initially a human timepiece. Once born, the fall of Israel and Aram would come
before he was old enough to know right and wrong. And the clear sense is that this event is not far
awayd less than 65 years.

2. This chil d, be-withius g 6 tdimdmesvs/gacd rewsdliBingdanessage from God
for that day as well as for the future, as we will see before we finish today.

3. The identify of this child might have been very clear at the time, but if there was a First Immanuel,
God didndét seem to thi nk.Heremindssneaf Melcluzedekathet we
mysterious and mighty King and Priest whom Abraham honored and who gave us an early glimpse
of Christ.

The point to Ahaz seems to be that he would see this very son and then see the fall of his feared

enemies, and know God was pulling all the strings, believe it or not!

C. Then seemingly out of the blue comes v.17... Ahaz never saw this coming. Because, according to 2 Kgs
16:7,A Ahaz sent messergdress etro ks anyg tod TAisgslyatihm, 01
Come up and save me out of the hand of the king of Aram and of the king of Israel, who are attacking
e . lidstéad of trusting God, Ahaz had pinned his hopes on Assyria. And actually, it worked for

awhil e. He paid Assyria all the gold in Godoés

blockiBut God tells him here that Asslywl18&5ties goi I

phrase, i | n t h appearsdoaryimes) each predicting a distinct hammer blow.

1. Vv.18-19... The Nile River in Egypt was known for its flies and parts of
Assyria had a reputation for Killer bees. God likens the coming armies to the
swarms of those flies and bees.

2. V.20... This is a picture of humiliation at the hands of Assyria. He uses a
euphemism hered a polite way of saying something indelicated to say that “
Assyria will shave Judah from head to toe, leaving them looking like a shaved dog.

3. Vv.21-22... The point here is that there will be so few people left in the land once Assyria has
deported or killed everyone that a farmer with only a young cow and two goats will have more food

than hedl | know what to do widmmg. It i s a pic
4. Vv.23-25... There will be so few people left that the land will go back to nature. The farms and
vineyards, worth so much now, will be overgrown. 1 t al | wi | | b B8 ==Us ow
holocaust! Ul t i mat el y, Assyri ab6s —bordero il |l oo
D. God is telling Ahaz and all who refuse to honor him that whether they believe it or 4
not, he will do everything he promises. As the poetsaid, i Your ar mos t\{ag= rotot

box with God! o : 3
E. There is a great tragedy happening here in this scene. In this declaration by God, all the hopes of the

Jews for a great kingdom rivaling Dav,betadssofund

Ahazds stubbor n dthelgreat Imnearfueld wbldestill Mdmes mitiasaAlec Motyer

writes, i B e ¢ affi A& a unldebejthe promised Messiah would be born into poverty, heir to a

meaningless throne in a conquered lanthe name of the overlord power would change, from Assyria

to Babylon to Persia to Greece and finally to Rome, before Immanuel would be born, but whsn he w

born it was to share the poverty of his people, to inherit agxastent throne and feel the full weight of

the oppressoT he bl ame for all this rested on Ahaz a

Now | etds step intblOthismayp.. 8. | summari ze vv.
IV.GOD HAS A NAME FOR THE FUTURE (8:1-10)

The same future awaited everyone in Judah, whether they were faithful to God or not. Sorrow and defeat
would rain on the just and the unjust alike. But the future had two names, depending on whether or not a person
trusted the Lord.

A. For the hard-hearted the future was named Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz (8:1-4). That name meant Speeé
PlunderSwiftSpoils It evokesafi s h o ¢ k  amlitary @mpeign where defeat is so overwhelming
that there is virtually no fight. Just lightning attack and pick up the spoils. Nothing in the middle but
destruction. God sends this terse message in two striking ways. First, he puts it on a billboardd a big
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placardd with the names of the most trusted men of the cityon it,asiftosay,i You 6 d bet t er
This is officiallbo
Then, God gives the third Son-Sign in this account. First we hadlasHulsiagAi ah o s

Remnant WillRetutn Then we had t he GuodWihgUsAnd sow thigson,a kihdmma n
ofholyDenni s the Menace, carrying the Word of Go
becomes a prophetess, you might say, just by
Like Immanuel, this boy is a living timetable. Before he can say Mamaor DadaAssyria will have
conquered the two countries Ahaz had feared so much. And then Assyria would be at the gates of
Jerusal em. 1 tos asfi  Anfd Goodu whhiosupgehrts tthoe Aohtahze,r t
. For those who trust God no matter what, the future has another name, but you have to wait for it. (8:5-
10) There it is twice, the other name for the futured Immanuel. The referenceinv.6tofit he gent |
fl owi ng wat &toasasprimdgivigghwater to Jartisalem. Remember Ahaz inspecting the
viaduct? God says he would have brought his p
tsunami of the Euphrates Riverd As syri a overfl owing theirirlearcd. |
t o t h etwoull ookbe Assyria who would ultimately drown Judah, but Babylon. But the end was
in sight. The point though, is that Immanuel is watching this, supervising it. Immanuel reigns through
the crushing of his people, and theninvw.9-10h e r ei gns over the ddfeat
. Whoever the First Immanuel was, if there was such a person, the Messiah Immanuel comes into full
viewnow. We will see in chap. 9 that whemmthGaididés
who is the Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, tBeerlasting Father, the Prince of Peatte will
take the wretched legacy of Ahaz and all the other kings and transform that defeated and humiliated
nation into a great Kingdomad the Kingdom of which we are a part, the Kingdom of God.
. And that bringsus backtoMat t hew6s statement that the Dbirth
7:14. The mother is a virgin and the child she bears is very God of very God. God is really with us in
person come to seek and to save the lost. lllus.: Ravi Zacharias writes:

I have often referenced the quote by the talk show host Larry King, in his response to a particular question: "If you could

select any one person across all of history to interview, who WMo hgtstaa@Wer was that he would like to

interview Jesus Christ. When the questioner followed with, "And what would you like to askKingnfplied, "I would

like to ask him if he was indeed vigiinn. The answer to that question would define history fdRavie."

Zacharias then writes that when he requested permission through a common friend to quote Larry King, King sent word

saying, "And tell him | was not being faceotsn]
. Godtellsuswhathetold Ahaz:iil f you do not stand firm in you!
Immanueld JesusChristd i s Goddés wultimate sign to us i n oul
God can be trusted with our lives, our souls, our eternity. And now you know THE REST OF THE STORY.




