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Is. 7:1-8:10 THE OTHER IMMANUEL? 12/2/07  

 

Introduction: 

A. Illus.: Chuck Colson, founder of Prison Fellowship, wrote about the Christmas in 1993 when he and his 

wife, Patty, signed up through their local church to deliver gifts to the children of prisoners through 

Project Angel Tree.  
We set off with our gifts for the housing project where “our” family lived—a place we were warned not to visit without a 
police escort. We went anyway, but as we drove into the project I wondered if we‟d made the right decision: We saw 
broken windows, trash everywhere, grim-faced gangs lounging in doorways. 
 When we found the apartment, a boy about nine years old cautiously opened the door.  
 “Merry Christmas,” I said, holding out the presents. “These are from your daddy.” The door swung wide open. The 
boy‟s mother was working late, and as we waited we saw that the apartment was as bleak as the courtyard outside: The 
furniture was torn, the stuffing falling out. A straggly Christmas tree leaned against the wall, bare of any presents. 
 “What‟s your name?” I asked the boy. 
 “Emmanuel,” he replied 
 “Emmanuel! Do you know what your name means?” I opened my Bible and read from Matthew: “And they shall call 
him Emmanuel—which means „God with us.‟”  
 When his mother came home, Emmanuel threw his arms around her, crying, “Mama, Mama, guess what my name 
means: God is with us!” [12/94 Jubilee, #3984]  

Isnôt that a great story? And what a great name for a child!  

B. Paul Harvey might begin this sermon: You have heard, no doubt, the familiar story of how God came 

over the virgin Mary and she became pregnant. And youôve heard, Iôm sure, of her fianc®, Josephôs, 

consternation till an angel appeared to him and told him that this child was from God, and that he 

should take Mary home as his wife. And maybe you remember how Matthew tells us, ñAll this took place 

to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: óThe virgin will be with child and will give birth to 

a son, and they will call him Immanuelôðwhich means, óGod with us.ôò But maybe you donôt know what 

else that prophet said. And that is THE REST OF THE STORY. 

C. Turn in your Bibles to Isaiah 7, the passage from which Matthew quotes. But the story here is definitely 

not your typical Christmas story. We step back in history about 740 years before Jesus was born, into a 

dangerous and very dark period. Our text for the month of December is Is. 7-9, but today weôll take part 

of thatðthe most complicated part. So keep your Bible open and letôs dig in. 

D. We start with three countries, three capitals and three kings. King Ahaz rules over Judah from its capital, 

Jerusalem. He is a wicked king with no confidence in God. He even sacrificed his own son on the altar 

of an idol. He and all his people are terrified of their two neighbors to the north. Israel, 

the 10 tribes that broke away from Judah, is ruled by King Pekah from his capital, 

Samaria.  Aram (or Syria) is ruled by King Rezin from his capital, Damascus. Listen to 

vv.1-2... This is a story about fear vs. faith in God. Immanuel is central to that story. 

 

I. FEAR, WHEN GOD HAS PROMISED PROTECTION, IS A FAR GREATER THREAT THAN ANY 

ENEMY (7:1-13) 

A. Ahaz had good reason for fear. As v. 1 says, these two enemies had already been at his 

gates and 2 Chron. 28 tells us that they did a great deal of damage. But they didnôt take 

the city. Nonetheless, the prospect of a return visit to finish them off was terrifying. The whole nation 

was shaking like leaves in a storm. Look at v.3... Ahaz was out inspecting the aqueduct because that was 

Jerusalemôs greatest weak-ness. The city had no water within its gates so all an enemy had to do was cut 

off their water supply to defeat them.    

B. But Ahaz had better reason for confidence (vv.4-9). The first is in code language here in v.2: ñNow the 

house of David was told...ò Ahaz was still one of the royal descendants of David, and God had made a 

promise to David: ñYou shall never fail to have a man to sit before me on the throne of Israel, if only 

your sons are careful in all they do to walk before me as you have done.ò 2 Kg 8:25 This king could be 

invincible if only he obeyed God! 
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  Then there is Isaiahôs son, whom he brings with him to visit Ahaz. His name is Shear-Jashub. Picture 

Isaiah coming up to the fretful king. ñGreetings, O king. Have you met my son? His name is óA Remnant 

Will Return.ôò Pregnant silence. Bad newsða captivity is coming. Good newsða few faithful ones will 

return to the land. 

  Then Isaiah delivers Godôs message in v.4... Another translation of the first phrases would be, ñBe 

careful to do nothing, and donôt be afraid.ò Like someone said, ñDonôt just do something, stand there!ò 

One commentator said succinctly, ñWhen God says, óFear not,ô there is nothing to fear.ò [E. J. Young]  

  But thereôs still more, for now the Sovereign God tells Ahaz what he sees from his lofty position: 

vv.4b-6... The two nations that have Ahaz shaking in his royal boots are already burned out, like 

kindling pulled away from the flames. Notice how God identifies himself in v.7, ñThis is what the 

Sovereign LORD saysòðadonai Yahweh. Who are these burnout boys compared to the Sovereign God 

of Israel?! And what God says in vv.7-9is pointed poetry... 

  Vv.8-9 have a parallel structure, A-B-CðA-B-C.  

C. V.9b is the centerpiece of 

Godôs challenge to Ahaz... and 

to us: ñIf you do not stand firm 

in your faith, you will not stand 

at all.ò It is not a sin to be 

afraid. It is a weakness, but it 

isnôt a sin. However, when fear 

drives us to defy and disobey 

God, the ground beneath our feet is sure to give way. Any chance that is happening to you? Fear, when 

God has promised protection, is a far greater threat than any enemy!  
 

Ahazôs faith was weak, to say the least. But hereôs the thing... 

II. GOD OFFERS TO HELP US WHEN OUR FAITH IS WEAK (7:10-13) 

A. V.10-11... God doesnôt always do it that way, but I think God is always willing to bolster weak faith, if 

we ask for help. Remember the man who told Jesus, ñLord, I believe; help my unbelief.ò But what God 

offers the wicked Ahaz is extraordinarily gracious. Ahaz could make up anythingðmake the sun stand 

still, have the trees bow to the ground, turn the bread to brownies. Anything! But look what Ahaz says in 

v.12... He is a politician quoting Scripture, but heôs a phony. He wonôt ask for a sign because, 

paradoxically, he knows God will give it, and then heôd be in an obedience box. Itôs the strange faith of 

the unbeliever! 

B. The issue for Ahaz, you see, isnôt weak faith. It is a hard heart. He had no intention of obeying God. His 

heart wasnôt in it. So look what God replies: v.13... 

C. Our gracious God will fortify weak faith seeking to be strong, but he has no patience for the person who 

refuses to trust him. Notice the name Isaiah used: ñHear now, you house of David...ò The whole 

dynasty of David, and the nation behind him, teeters on the brink of destruction! Then God renders his 

verdict. And Ahaz will get a sign he didnôt bargain for. 

 

III. GOD PROVES HIS WORD EVEN TO THE HARD-HEARTED (7:14-25) 

A. God makes Ahaz an offer he canôt refuse (vv.14-16). This isnôt the sign that Ahaz might have had, but 

now he has no say, and God gives a sign that will not help Ahazôs faith but it can help ours.  

B. You recognize, of course, that v.14 is the one Matthew quotes about Jesus. But as you can see, here in 

this context, the point seems to be for that time and place. There is a great deal of discussion about who 

this Immanuel is. Was there kind of a First Immanuelða shadow of the Second Immanuel, Jesus Christ? 

Some think there isnôtðthat this can only be about Jesus, in spite of the apparent tie to events of that 

time. Others think it is an anonymous child, or the son of Ahaz himself, good king Hezekiah. Some 

suggest that Isaiahôs first wife died, and a woman who was a virgin as he spoke this would become his 

wife and bear a son to him, who was this Immanuel. Iôm not willing to preach any of those as most 

likely, but I can affirm three things that are obvious to me: 

It will not take place, it will not happen. 

Â for the head of Aram is Damascus, 

Â and the head of Damascus is only Rezin. 

Â Within sixty-five years Ephraim [Israel] will be too shattered to be a people.  

Â The head of Ephraim is Samaria, 

Â and the head of Samaria is only Remaliahôs son.  

Â If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all 
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1. This child was initially a human timepiece. Once born, the fall of Israel and Aram would come 

before he was old enough to know right and wrong. And the clear sense is that this event is not far 

awayðless than 65 years. 

2. This child, bearing the name óGod-with-us,ô was a óbad news/good newsô living message from God 

for that day as well as for the future, as we will see before we finish today. 

3. The identify of this child might have been very clear at the time, but if there was a First Immanuel, 

God didnôt seem to think it is important we know who he is. He reminds me of Melchizedek, the 

mysterious and mighty King and Priest whom Abraham honored and who gave us an early glimpse 

of Christ.  

The point to Ahaz seems to be that he would see this very son and then see the fall of his feared 

enemies, and know God was pulling all the strings, believe it or not! 

C. Then seemingly out of the blue comes v.17... Ahaz never saw this coming. Because, according to 2 Kgs 

16:7, ñAhaz sent messengers to say to Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, óI am your servant and vassal. 

Come up and save me out of the hand of the king of Aram and of the king of Israel, who are attacking 

me.ôò Instead of trusting God, Ahaz had pinned his hopes on Assyria. And actually, it worked for 

awhile. He paid Assyria all the gold in Godôs temple, but he figured heôd hired the biggest bully on the 

block! But God tells him here that Assyria is going to be Judahôs worst nightmare! In vv.18-25 the 

phrase, ñIn that day,ò appears four times, each predicting a distinct hammer blow. 

1. Vv.18-19... The Nile River in Egypt was known for its flies and parts of 

Assyria had a reputation for killer bees. God likens the coming armies to the 

swarms of those flies and bees.  

2. V.20... This is a picture of humiliation at the hands of Assyria. He uses a 

euphemism hereða polite way of saying something indelicateðto say that 

Assyria will shave Judah from head to toe, leaving them looking like a shaved dog. 

3. Vv.21-22... The point here is that there will be so few people left in the land once Assyria has 

deported or killed everyone that a farmer with only a young cow and two goats will have more food 

than heôll know what to do with. It is a picture of the desolation that is coming. 

4. Vv.23-25... There will be so few people left that the land will go back to nature. The farms and 

vineyards, worth so much now, will be overgrown. It all will be Godôs own 

holocaust! Ultimately, Assyriaôs borders would look like this...  
D. God is telling Ahaz and all who refuse to honor him that whether they believe it or 

not, he will do everything he promises. As the poet said, ñYour armôs too short to 

box with God!ò  

E. There is a great tragedy happening here in this scene. In this declaration by God, all the hopes of the 

Jews for a great kingdom rivaling Davidôs under a future son of David are dashed. Forfeited, because of 

Ahazôs stubborn unbelief. The Messiahðthe great Immanuelðwould still come, but as Alec Motyer 

writes, ñBecause of [Ahazôs] unbelief the promised Messiah would be born into poverty, heir to a 

meaningless throne in a conquered land... The name of the overlord power would change, from Assyria 

to Babylon to Persia to Greece and finally to Rome, before Immanuel would be born, but when he was 

born it was to share the poverty of his people, to inherit a non-existent throne and feel the full weight of 

the oppressor. The blame for all this rested on Ahaz and his failure to believe the Lordôs word.ò  

 

Now letôs step into chap. 8. I summarize vv.1-10 this way... 

IV. GOD HAS A NAME FOR THE FUTURE (8:1-10) 

 The same future awaited everyone in Judah, whether they were faithful to God or not. Sorrow and defeat 

would rain on the just and the unjust alike. But the future had two names, depending on whether or not a person 

trusted the Lord. 

A. For the hard-hearted the future was named Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz (8:1-4). That name meant Speed-

Plunder-Swift-Spoils. It evokes a ñshock and aweò military campaign where defeat is so overwhelming 

that there is virtually no fight. Just lightning attack and pick up the spoils. Nothing in the middle but 

destruction. God sends this terse message in two striking ways. First, he puts it on a billboardða big 
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placardðwith the names of the most trusted men of the city on it, as if to say, ñYouôd better believe it! 

This is official!ò  

  Then, God gives the third Son-Sign in this account. First we had Isaiahôs son, Shear-Jashub ï A 

Remnant Will Return. Then we had the virginôs son, Immanuel, God With Us. And now this son, a kind 

of holy Dennis the Menace, carrying the Word of God anytime anyone called his name. Isaiahôs wife 

becomes a prophetess, you might say, just by bearing the son who was Godôs Word to Israel in the flesh. 

Like Immanuel, this boy is a living timetable. Before he can say Mama or Dada Assyria will have 

conquered the two countries Ahaz had feared so much. And then Assyria would be at the gates of 

Jerusalem. Itôs as if God whispers to Ahaz, ñAnd you thought the other two were scary!ò 

B. For those who trust God no matter what, the future has another name, but you have to wait for it. (8:5-

10) There it is twice, the other name for the futureðImmanuel. The reference in v.6 to ñthe gently 

flowing waters of Shiloahò is to a spring giving water to Jerusalem. Remember Ahaz inspecting the 

viaduct? God says he would have brought his people ñsprings of living waterò but they settled for the 

tsunami of the Euphrates RiverðAssyria overflowing their land. Notice that Assyriaôs waters ñreach up 

to the neck.ò It would not be Assyria who would ultimately drown Judah, but Babylon. But the end was 

in sight. The point though, is that Immanuel is watching this, supervising it. Immanuel reigns through 

the crushing of his people, and then in vv.9-10 he reigns over the defeat of Judahôs enemies as well.  

C. Whoever the First Immanuel was, if there was such a person, the Messiah Immanuel comes into full 

view now. We will see in chap. 9 that when Godôs people are in their darkest days, he dawnsðthe child 

who is the Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. He will 

take the wretched legacy of Ahaz and all the other kings and transform that defeated and humiliated 

nation into a great Kingdomðthe Kingdom of which we are a part, the Kingdom of God.  

D. And that brings us back to Matthewôs statement that the birth of Jesus fulfilled this prophecy in Isaiah 

7:14. The mother is a virgin and the child she bears is very God of very God. God is really with us in 

person, come to seek and to save the lost. Illus.: Ravi Zacharias writes: 
I have often referenced the quote by the talk show host Larry King, in his response to a particular question: "If you could 
select any one person across all of history to interview, who would it be?" Mr. King's answer was that he would like to 
interview Jesus Christ. When the questioner followed with, "And what would you like to ask him?" King replied, "I would 
like to ask him if he was indeed virgin-born. The answer to that question would define history for me." Ravi 
Zacharias then writes that when he requested permission through a common friend to quote Larry King, King sent word 
saying, "And tell him I was not being facetious." [PT.com] 

E. God tells us what he told Ahaz: ñIf you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.ò 

ImmanuelðJesus Christðis Godôs ultimate sign to us in our greatest fear and deepest darkness that 

God can be trusted with our lives, our souls, our eternity. And now you know THE REST OF THE STORY. 


