Luke 6:37-42 MERCY THE MISSIONARY 11/11/07

Introduction:

Hlus.: Former Illinois Governor George Ryan went to prison this week. He was convicted of corruption,
but he insists he’s innocent. Among other things, over a decade ago, when he was Secretary of State,
people under him at driver’s license facilities took bribes to given unfit drivers their licenses. Then some
of that money went to Ryan’s campaigns. Columnist John Kass wrote about Ryan’s victims in the

Chicago Tribune on Thursday [11/8/07]:

...[ T]he Willis family lost six children in a crash with a bribe-paying trucker. That was 13 years ago today, just
hours after former pastor Scott and Janet Willis voted for Ryan. After the crash, Ryan, then secretary of state on
his way to becoming governor, squashed an investigation into whether any bribes were paid...

| didn't interview Scott and Janet Willis on Wednesday. | couldn't. | wanted to let them be. But we talked the
other day, as it appeared Ryan was finally going to serve his time, and | told them how much they've taught all
of us about living without bitterness, about strength and their faith in God...

"We turn everything over to the Lord," he said. "We allow the system, the government, to go ahead. Without
God, | wouldn't have that. I'd have bitterness and some wishy-washy understanding of forgiveness. Yet | don't
want to live with bitterness. And my sins before God are far worse than anything George Ryan has done to me."

The Willises are often asked by reporters about confronting Ryan in prison. This is presented as if one act of
repentance and forgiveness could tie it all up, neatly, for the rest of us.

"I'd run to it," Scott said. "It would be the most wonderful thing in the world, to reconcile with that man, if that
would bring him to God, then I'd understand what happened to the kids."

. So what do you think of that? The Willises have been wrestling with the issue of mercy in a way most of

us don’t. When Christians have been hurt—badly hurt—it isn’t easy to sort out what we ought to do. But
mercy is the very heart of Christianity. We’ve been learning about mercy from Jesus, in a sermon he
spoke to his disciples in Luke 6. Turn there.

Mercy requires a certain mindset. We’re wired for justice. You get what you deserve. What goes around
comes around. Things should be fair. But mercy subverts all that. Mercy isn’t just an act, it is a radically
different way of thinking. lllus.: When I was a kid I lived at our town’s swimming pool in the summer. I
was a fish! I could go off the diving board a thousand times. | was fearless, even off the high dive. But
there was one thing I simply couldn’t do. A flip. Jump up, lean forward, tuck your arms and legs and
thrust your head down to give momentum. That’s all that’s to it. But I couldn’t get it. I’d hit the end of
the board and my mind just wouldn’t cooperate. My head was like Lucy, pulling the football away from
Charlie Brown. | never did a flip, not because of fear or poor coordination or lack of athleticism, but
because I couldn’t get the mindset. Mercy will elude you like that. In spite of your best intentions and
best efforts, when the moment comes your heart just won’t cooperate.

So in this sermon, after Jesus tells us what mercy is suppose to do— “love your enemies, do good to
those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you"—he goes to work on
our mindset. If we don’t process these things that Jesus said, we’ll fall flat on our faces when the time
comes to show Christlike mercy.

Listen to vv.37-38... | think we could summarize that this way:

BE MERCIFUL BECAUSE WE WILL EXPERIENCE MERCY WITH THE MEASURE WE USE TO GIVE IT (6:37-38)
If there is one verse in the whole Bible that people know, it is this one: “Judge not that ye be not judged.”
The world around us sees that as the golden text of tolerance. But this verse must be seen in its context—

Jesus’ sermon about mercy to those who hate and hurt us. This verse doesn’t teach a tolerance that sees
nothing as sin, but rather the beginning of a mercy that bears the worst that others might do to us.
A. Jesus expects his disciples to demonstrate the long arm of mercy. There are four commands here, and

each telescopes mercy further. “Do not judge” tells us not to assume jurisdiction over the wrong done to
us. It says we don’t get a black robe and gavel. Judgment is God’s job, and the Judge of all the earth will
do what is right. [cen 18:25) Mercy begins when we say, “As painful as this is, it is not up to me to pass
judgment. It’s out of my jurisdiction.”

But there’s more: “Do not condemn, ” that is, don’t speak of them as guilty. Don’t tell others what
terrible people they are as your way of striking back. Don’t tell them they’re going to hell in a hand

1



basket, and it’s about time! Darrell Bock puts it, don’t “hold them down in guilt and never seek to
encourage them toward God.” Those two commands set forth the restraints of mercy.

But mercy has farther to extend, to the blessings of mercy. “Forgive” is to release them from their
guilt as far as you’re concerned. lllus.: I think of someone’s guilt like a bright red coat that they wear.
Whenever you see that person, you see them wearing their bright red guilt. When we forgive them, we
hang their coat on a tree, and decide to look at them without it. It is a great gift, and wholly undeserved.
By rights, they ought to go through life like Marley’s ghost, dragging the chains they’ve forged by their
wicked behavior. But whether they know it or not, we let them go, and leave their guilt to God to deal
with.

Still mercy isn’t fully extended, for we areto “ g i \Gee what? Jesus told us in vv.27-28 to give
them kind deeds and words, and our prayers, to boot. We seek to find ways to enrich their lives. That is
the long arm of mercy!

. Why would I be that merciful? Because I’1l reap in mercy what | sow in mercy. This puzzled me a bit
because I believe that I have, in one sense, received the full measure of God’s mercy already. When |
put my faith in Christ, God in his mercy did not judge nor condemn me, because Jesus bore that for me.
And what’s more God forgave me and gave me all kinds of blessings.

So what'’s this about here? | think Jesus is talking about the kind of environment we create for
ourselves in this world. We all know that there are Christians on whom God has lavished his mercy who
themselves are not very merciful. They are misers of mercy, claiming it for themselves, but making
everyone else live by the rules. Keeping score and demanding justice. Such Christians are a disgrace to
the name of our merciful Savior.

But when we go through life loving our enemies, absorbing abuse, refusing to retaliate, when we
show the long arm of mercy, God will see that we experience the long arm of mercy. From him first, but
also from others. When we fail someone, or hurt someone, or are snagged in sin, if we’ve lived
mercifully, we will know mercy. | know that in the record books of heaven, all our sins are paid for, but
I think merciful Christians have a far greater sense of that mercy poured over their own lives than
Christians who insist on people behaving themselves or else.

. But we not only reap what we sow when it comes to mercy, Jesus guarantees us a bumper crop! V.38...
Jesus’ listeners thought of men buying corn in the market. 1llus.: | thought of buying chocolate chip
cookies at the Minnesota State Fair. There was this stand making these extraordinary fresh little cookies
and they’d sell them to you in a cone. So, wanting to experience all Minnesota had to offer, I paid my
money. The woman took this paper cone and started filling it with this... this... manna. She’d shake it so
she could get more in, and then when it was full, she kept piling them up. Makes me weep to think about
it! That is how God will pour out mercy on us, when we extend the long arm of mercy to others.

. Now here’s a picture for us to consider: v.39... This little snapshot is a bit confusing. The idea isn’t hard

to grasp, of course, but the point is a bit elusive. So let’s take it apart, remembering the context of this

sermon.

e Given that Jesus is the preacher, where is the person being led? What’s the destination? To a life
with God. “Hey buddy, let me show you how to find God.”

e Who is being led? Someone who doesn’t know how to find God—who can’t see the way.

e Who is the leader? The person charged with the responsibility of leading people to God. The
Pharisees, for example, or here in this case, Jesus’ disciples.

« Blind? Unable to see the way to God. The blind leader is the one who thinks he can show the way to
God but really can’t.

e The pit? The word means a deep cavern, too deep to escape.

e So what’s the warning here? If you’re responsible for leading people to God be sure you can see the
way yourself. The implication is that people who have this responsibility are, sadly, usually blind.
Which is intended to leave us a bit skittish, nervous, uneasy.
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B. So how do we avoid being a blind leader of the blind? V.40... To avoid being a blind leader of the blind
be a fully trained by the Teacher who sees the way to God, the Teacher who came “to give sight to the
blind.” Well, what does our teacher say about the way to God in this very sermon?

1. The blessings and woes of vv.20-26 teach us the disciplines of humility that engage God’s mercy.
They teach us to come to God poor, hungry, weeping and willing to be hated for Jesus’ sake and that
is how we will find mercy. We tend to think that not being blind means we have orthodox doctrine,
but Jesus’” emphasis here is that we have an orthodox heart—a heart humble enough to receive
God’s mercy. What else does our teacher say?

2. Learn the actions in vv.27-36 that express God’s mercy to ‘“‘the ungrateful and the wicked.” Love
your enemies, do good to them, bless them, pray for them. Do to others the kind of mercy that you
would want done to you. Do these kinds of merciful things because you are sons and daughters of
the Most High and he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. If the first verses teach us how to
cultivate an orthodox heart, these difficult commands teach us how to develop and orthodox will.

3. Jesus not only teaches humility and merciful love, he empowers us to do them. His Spirit can bring
us low enough to enter the kingdom of God, and make us strong enough to exercise the mercy of
God toward the fiercest enemies.

4. V.40: “A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like this
teacher.” \We learn these lessons by walking with Jesus, by listening to him, by practicing mercy and
then coming back to him for his correction and affirmation.

C. Now you can see well enough to lead the blind to God! Listen! God has positioned you to lead people
toward him. Some of you are going to be pastors, missionaries, professors. And all of us are engaged
with people every week who do not know God. It doesn’t matter how much you know about the Bible
and theology if they don’t see God’s mercy in you. If they don’t receive mercy from you. The number
one lesson we must learn if we are to help people come one step closer to God is mercy! One of my very
favorite quotes, outside the Bible, is by Philo of Alexandria: “Be kind, for every person you meet is
fighting a great battle.” Even our enemies. Especially our enemies. So here’s the second point:

Il. BE MERCIFUL BECAUSE WE ARE LEADING BLIND PEOPLE TO GOD (6:39-40)

A. Here’s another picture: vv.41-42... We all can picture the speck. To picture the beam, look up. That’s a
beam, holding up our roof! This is an ancient proverbial picture. It wasn’t new with Jesus. Anyone,
anywhere, of practically any religion nods upon hearing this. We Americans have this expression when
someone is critical of another, blind to his own faults: “There’s the pot calling the kettle black.” SO
what’s Christian about Jesus’ words here?

B. The obvious question is, how can someone with a beam in their eye not even realize it? Everyone knows
what a speck in the eye feels like! It hurts! So how is it that a beam in our proverbial eye doesn’t catch
our attention? We’ve normalized our condition. Eye-beam is usual to us. We are used to our ingrained
sins, our always-excused weaknesses, our harsh, selfish, proud reactions, our social games, and we go
about pretending we’re innocent, like that policeman who appears to have murdered his last two wives.
A policeman! And I wouldn’t be surprised to see a quote from him one of these days: “I’'m really a good
person.”

C. So let’s say you determine to see and remove the beam in your eye. How do you do that?

1. Start by confessing your eye-beam blindness to God and ask him to search your heart. Ps. 139:23-24:
“Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any
offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. ” Pray it and persist in praying it as if you
were begging for a cure for your cancer.

Look into the mirror of Scripture. Read your Bible, scrutinizing your life by its light.

3. Now you begin to see it! That beam starts to emerge, and it is huge! And painful! And if you have
any sense at all, you’ll realize this is too big for you to clean up. It’s like a toxic dump in your life,
poisoning everything, and you don’t have the resources to clean it up. So you turn the only place you
can—to God. And what are you like when you’ve finally seen the beam in your own eye? Poor,
hungry, broken. Ah! Blessed are you! You’re exactly where you need to be for a profound
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experience of God’s mercy. You’re positioned for God’s blessing. And what happens when you
come crawling to God?

4. Thanks to Jesus’ sacrifice in our place, God doesn’t judge or condemn us, and he forgives and gives
us his blessings—chief among them, the capacity to be righteous. To get the eye-beam out.

D. Now about your brother’s sin—that speck in his eye. How do you suppose you’ll approach him now that
you’ve dealt with your eye-beam—if you even still see that sin in his eye? For one thing, you realize
how hard it is to see our own faults. And then, whatever words you use (if you say anything at all),
whatever you do will be heavy with mercy and humility. And you’ll be certain to point to Jesus. Here’s
the third point:

111.BE MERCIFUL BECAUSE OUR OWN BLINDING FAULTS SHOW HOW MUCH WE NEED IT (6:41-42)

Conclusion

I’ve titled this sermon, “Mercy the Missionary,” because ultimately God’s mercy, exercised in us and then
through us, is how God makes us his agents of redemption in the world. There are times when we as God’s
people must stand up and say what is right and wrong, no matter the price. But understand this: no one is saved
when we tell them what is right and wrong. It may possibly be the beginning of their understanding that God is
righteous and they are sinners. But people are never transformed—they never move from death to life—by
hearing how bad they are or what God wants them to do differently.

People are saved from their sin when they grasp the mercy of God in Christ, and then trust their lives to him.
And they won’t ever grasp that if they don’t see humility and mercy in us.

Hlus.: In his book, Blue Like Jazz, Donald Miller tells about his days at Reed College in Portland, Ore. Itis a
very, very secular place, with a noticeable disdain for Christianity. But Miller and a handful of Christian friends
wanted to make an impact, so they came up with the idea of setting up a Confession Booth during this one
particular wild party weekend. It is so wild that the campus security officers keep the police out. So after much
hemming and hawing, they set up their booth and Miller took the first shift, wearing (get this) a monk’s robe.
Only there was a twist. Allow me to read what happened when the first guy came in... [pp. 122-125]




