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Eph 6:10-13 KNOW YOUR ENEMY 5/23/10 
Introduction: 

A. Illus.: Perelandra is one of C. S. Lewis’s science fiction novels. I haven’t read it but Kent Hughes cites a 
passage “in which the hero, a Professor Ransom, encounters a Satan-figure, Dr. Weston, on a flawless 
planet. As Dr. Weston dispassionately ripped helpless creatures apart because he had nothing else to 
do at the moment, their eyes met, and 

It [Dr. Weston] looked at Ransom in silence and at last began to smile. We have all often spoken—
Ransom himself had often spoken—of a devilish smile. Now he realized that he had never taken the 
words seriously. The smile was not bitter, nor raging, nor, in any ordinary sense, sinister; it was not 
even mocking. It seemed to summon , with horrible naiveté of welcome, into the world of its own 
pleasures, as if all men were at one in those pleasures, as if they were the most natural thing in the 
world and no dispute could ever have occurred about them. It did not defy goodness, it ignored it to the 
point of annihilation. This creature was whole-hearted. The extremity of its evil had passed beyond all 
struggle into some state which bore a horrible similarity to innocence. It was beyond vice.i 

B. That is what we as Christians are up against. We have spent months here studying the extravagant 
book of Ephesians, and now we’re in the home stretch. We’ve been taught that we are blessed with 
“every spiritual blessing in Christ,” that God has made of us as his church a kind of “third race” of 
people, already alive with resurrection power and “being made to become a dwelling in which God 
lives by his Spirit.” We have been reminded that we “were once darkness, but now you are light in the 
Lord.” And we have learned that essential to the way we love each other is that we “submit to one 
another out of reverence for Christ.” Now in Eph 6:10, as Paul begins to conclude, he says, “Finally…” 
Actually, he meant something more like, “From now on till Christ returns.” Here is what we need to do 
day in and day out: vv.10-моΧ Permit me to take things a little out of sequence: 

 
I. CHRISTIANS HAD BETTER TAKE THE SCHEMES AND FORCES OF THE DEVIL VERY SERIOUSLY! (6:11-12) 

A. To begin with, it can be hard to believe that “our struggle is not against flesh and blood.” Christians 
sometimes must suffer under the hands of some very wicked flesh-and-blood people. But Paul’s point 
is that they are pawns whether they realize it or not. The real danger for us as believers lies in the 
schemes behind the evil, for human wickedness alone cannot hurt us as Christians, though we may 
have to suffer it. The danger is in the way the devil manipulates evil to destroy even the saints, were 
that possible.  

B. V.11 tells us to “take your stand against the ŘŜǾƛƭΩǎ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎ.” Satan has been working out vast and 
ancient stratagems that tangle the whole world in his deceit and destruction. Think of it! Every culture, 
every government that has ever ruled, every people—all tangled in his web-sticky schemes. All you 
know from history and the news—wars, tyrants, the rise and fall of nations, migrations, injustices both 
vast and personal, religions, disasters—and an infinite catalog of things we do not know—all were 
manipulated by the invisible strings in the devil’s hand.  

And this vast malevolence, this pointless and infinite evil, is arrayed particularly against Jesus Christ 
and against his body, the church, whom he has redeemed from Satan’s dungeons of death. The central 
focus of Satan’s fury is God’s glory. He hates it, and wants it for himself. He wants to shine; he wants to 
reign; he wants every knee bowed to him. And he hates no one on earth so much as Christians who 
bow gratefully to our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ. John Stott wrote of the devil’s forces, “Is God's plan 
to create a new society? Then they will do their utmost to destroy it. Has God through Jesus Christ 
broken down the walls dividing human beings of different races and cultures from each other? Then the 
devil through his emissaries will strive to rebuild them. Does God intend his reconciled and redeemed 
people to live together in harmony and purity? Then the powers of hell will scatter among them the 
seeds of discord and sin.”ii 

Satan’s schemes are endlessly creative. Remember how he deceived Eve and Adam, Cain, Balaam, 
Saul, Jezebel, Judas and many others. But I suspect that all his schemes boil down to three basic 
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approaches. He used them successfully against the Israelites in the wilderness on their way to the 
Promised Land, and he tried them again against Jesus when he was in the wilderness, but Jesus did not 
fail. In a nutshell, he goes after our appetites—“tell these stones to become bread”. He goes after our 
trust in Godτ“throw yourself down” from his high place and his angels “will lift you up in their hands.”  
And he appeals to our egosτ“All this I will give you if you will worship me.” He tempts us to sacrifice 
life to satisfy our senses instead of our souls, to ǘŜǎǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ǎŜƭŦƛǎƘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ, and to 
Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƛŘŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ. Satan schemes to know just when you and I are most 
vulnerable to these temptations, and then disguises them in most reasonable costumes.  

Illus.: Are you familiar with the story of the Grand Inquisitor? It is a kind of parable embedded in 
Dostoevsky’s novel, The Brothers Karamazov. In it Jesus reappears during the time of the Spanish 
Inquisition, is arrested, and faces death at the hands of the diabolical Grand Inquisitor. The Inquisitor 
visits Jesus in prison the night before he intends to execute him and he argues with the silent Jesus 
that he should have taken Satan’s three offers in the wilderness; that that is how to control the world.  

  It took me about three months to read that book, and just after I’d finished, I was on a crowded 
plane, and found myself sitting next to a nuclear physicist. This was before the fall of the Iron Curtain, 
in the late ‘80s, and this guy was from the U.S.S.R. doing advanced research at the University of 
Pittsburgh. When I asked him if he’d ever read the Bible, he surprised me by saying, “You’re not 
educated if you have not read the Bible.” I told him I had recently finished The Brothers Karamazov and 
he told me a fascinating thing. He said that many in Russia believed that Stalin had read the story of 
the Grand Inquisitor and bought it; that he had crafted his ruthless rule around the temptations the 
devil posed to Jesus. 

  I have no idea whether Stalin or any other ruler ever did that consciously, but I have no doubt at all 
that those temptations are the building blocks of all the devil’s schemes, and that the whole world is 
deeply tangled in them. That’s what it says here in ǾΦмнΧ 

  Satan commands a cosmic and complex government of demonic forces. J. B. Phillips called them, 
“spiritual agents from the very headquarters of evil.”  Do you see that phrase, “the powers of this dark 
world”? The Greek word, or ‘world powers,’ transliterated, is cosmocrats. John Stott sees three 
qualities of these dark cosmocrats in these verses: they are powerful; they are evil; and they are 
cunning. And they have us as Christians in their sights, personally and as Christ’s church together! They 
want to take us back where we came from; they want to darken the church. “This little light of mine”? 
They want to blow it out! Look back with me at Eph 4:17-мфΧ That’s where Satan wants us again. And 
we all know how effective he is sometimes in bringing us down.  

 
Now let’s address what we do about this. 
II. CHRISTIANS HAVE UNIQUE DEFENSES ENABLING US TO STAND AGAINST THE DEVIL (6:10, 13) 

A. “Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.” In a way, that is a paradoxical command. Imagine 
telling a 98-lb. weakling, “Be strong.” You can command it, but he can’t  do it! Ever feel like that? The 
fact is that Christians seldom actually feel strong. We usually feel weak, because, of course, we are 
weak! We’re no match for temptation, for the schemes of the devil; for that matter, we cannot even 
handle our own sinful desires, leaving Satan out of it! 

But this verse says, “be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.” Illus.: The movie, Iron Man II, 
just came out. I haven’t seen it, but I read that in the original comic book, the main character, Tony, a 
wealthy industrialist and ingenious engineer, suffered a severe heart injury during a kidnapping.  So 
“he creates a powered suit of armor to save his life and escape captivity.”iii  This huge powerful robot-
like suit opens up and he gets inside and he’s a new man. When he’s not in the suit he’s weak but 
when he is in the suit he’s a superhero.  

We have something far superior to an iron man suit when we are “in the Lord and in his mighty 
power.” When we are in Christ we are no stronger. We are still 98-lb. weaklings. But he is powerful and 
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we are in him. Do you remember what we learned back in Eph 1:18-нлΧ The same three power words 
used there and used here in 6:10. Before coming to earth the Son of God had power to create from 
nothing, the power to make anything in creation do what he wanted. But that is not the power we get 
into when we are “in the Lord and in his mighty power.” We are in his resurrection power—the power 
to resurrect a new and immortal body from a corpse, and to endue that new man with power enough 
to be seated in the highest places of the universe; most significantly, high above all other principalities 
and power—above the dark forces of the devil. We who are in him are a new race of immortals, a new 
kind of human whom death can strike, but cannot kill; a new kind of person with God’s own life inside. 
Illus.: That guy in the story, Tony, steps into the Iron Man suit and he has superpowers to crush or 
shoot or fly. But when we are born again into Christ we are wrapped in his very life; we take on his 
love, his grace, his peace, his joy. We can die yet not die. We can be weak yet we are strong. We can be 
servants yet be great. We can be “hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 
despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but no destroyed.” [2 Cor 4:8-9]  

B. Illus.: Iron Man’s suit is this great hulking, mechanical, soulless robot. What does our suit look like? 
Well, a lot like armor. ±Φмм ϧ моΧ This is what being “in the Lord and in his mighty power” is like. These 
are the things we are in.  We’ll look at the six elements of armor more fully next week, but they are 
truth, righteousness, gospel readiness, faith, salvation and the word of God. That is our ‘iron man’ suit. 
Those are the things in which we wrap ourselves and with which we equip ourselves in order to “be 
strong in the Lord.” These are the grace-gifts we can step into freely and naturally when we put our 
faith in Christ.  

When Satan schemes against us individually and as a church, when he masquerades behind the 
cruelty or foolishness of flesh-and-blood people, when all his dark cosmocrats maneuver and 
manipulate the world’s systems, when the world is so wicked, so disheartening, so dangerous, what 
can we do? We take our stand, as Jesus did in the wilderness: [Mt 4:4-10] 

¶ “Man does not live by bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” 

¶ “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” 

¶ “Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.”  
We wrap God’s truth around us like a belt, we guard our hearts with Christ’s righteousness, we keep 
our gospel shoes on so we’re ready for anything, we seek protection behind the shield of our faith in 
Christ and our salvation, and we wield God’s Word like a sword.   

 
Conclusion:  
So how does this work practically?  
1. We must take the threat of the devil very seriously. He does not overlook one of us. His goal is not so much 

to make your life difficult as to detach us from the grace and glory of God we have received in Christ. He 
does it most often by tempting us to satisfy our senses instead of our souls, to test God’s goodness by our 
selfish standards, and to play to our pride rather than God’s glory. He hates the church, and will do 
whatever he can to tear us apart, because when the church fails, Christ is discredited in the world. So 
we’re on our guard. 

2. We must be always prepared, because we don’t get advanced warnings when Satan is scheming against 
us. We must always be armed, always in our Jesus armor. We daily refresh these Christ qualities—truth, 
righteousness, gospel readiness, faith, salvation and the word of God.  

3. We do not take our feelings of weakness as gospel truth. We put our faith in God’s promises in Christ, that 
we are in the Lord, and when we are in Christ, we are wrapped and strengthened by “his mighty power.” 
Like Paul, we must say, “I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may 
rest on me… For when I am weak, then I am strong.” [2 Cor 12:9,10] 

4. Having his power does not mean that all our outward circumstances will be turned to our favor. Being 
wrapped in Christ’s mighty power guarantees us resurrection life in the midst of all our mortality. God 
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surely does do mighty things around us many times—he does heal people, he does work circumstances 
and timetables out in amazing and gracious ways, he does miraculously protect people—and we should be 
bold in asking for these gifts. But what is guaranteed to believers is the life of Christ working even in the 
midst of all the dying that the world, the flesh and the devil throw at us.  

5. We can and must stand our ground, individually and together, till the Lord returns. And as the old song 
says, “It will be worth it all when we see Jesus.” Illus.: This is a good time to remind you of one of my 
favorite passages in literature, drawn from Part II of John Bunyan’s allegory, The Pilgrim’s Progress. He is 
writing about a stalwart saint named Mr. Valiant-for-Truth who has journeyed faithfully toward the 
Celestial City.  
“After this it was noised abroad that Mr. Valiant-for-truth was sent for by a summons…  [In other words, 
he is going to die.] When he understood it, he called for his friends, and told them of it.  Then said he, ‘I 
am going to my Father’s house: and though with great difficulty I have got hither, yet now I do not repent 
me of all the troubles I have been at to arrive where I am.  My sword I give to him that shall succeed me 
in my pilgrimage, and my courage and skill to him that can get it. My marks and scars I carry with me, to 
be a witness for me that I have fought his battles, who will now be my rewarder.’  When the day that he 
must go home was come, many accompanied him to the river-side, into which, as he went down, he said, 
‘O death where is thy sting?’  And as he went down deeper, he cried, ‘O grave, where is thy victory?’  So 
he passed over, and all the trumpets sounded for him on the other side.” 

                                                      
i
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