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Eph 3:8-13 O THE PLACES YOU CAN GO 11/22/09 
Introduction: 

A. Illus.: I imagine it went like this: “Did not.” “Did so!” “Did not.” “Did so!” George Patten was an 8-year-
old kid who told his friends he had shaken the hand of the new president. “Did not,” they jeered. “Did 
so!” he insisted. The new president was Abraham Lincoln, and the year was 1861. Young George said 
he’d shaken Lincoln’s hand the year before in Springfield, Illinois, when George was with his father, 
who was a journalist. “Did not!” “Did so!” So George’s teacher wrote a letter to President Lincoln and, 
amazingly, Lincoln wrote back. His note reads, “Executive Mansion, March 19, 1861. Whom it may 
concern, I did see and talk with master George Evans Patten, last May, at Springfield, Illinois. 
Respectfully, A Lincoln.” That letter is now expected to bring in about $60,000. [AP, 11/17/09] 

B. Sometimes it is hard to believe where ordinary people can go; where they can find themselves, who 
they can meet. Take us, for example. We who are Christians—especially Gentile Christians have been 
learning to see ourselves in a whole new way from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. Turn to Eph. 3:7-13. 
These verses are kind of like Abraham Lincoln’s letter to George Patten. They affirm that, as unlikely as 
it may seem, we who know Christ are so favored by God that the angels stare in wonder. First… 

 
I. WE CHRISTIANS ENJOY FAVOR NO ONE COULD HAVE EVER IMAGINED! 

A. Look at vv.7-уŀΧ Paul’s story and calling were unique. He had been a rabid persecutor of the church till 
God arrested him by grace and appointed him as an apostle to the Gentiles. You and I don’t become 
apostles, but we do become “servants of the gospel;” we serve the good news by telling others about 
it. You think to yourself, “I really can’t do that. I’m no good at it.” Right! No one is! That is why we need 
“the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his power.” When God gives us opportunity to 
represent Christ, we must trust that he has also given us that supernatural gift and power to serve the 
good news. The good news has two parts: 

B. V.8: We’ve been given the unsearchable riches of Christ. To get the full impact of this, read it this way: 
“to give the good news to Gentiles of the unsearchable riches of the Jewish Messiah, Jesus.” Jesus the 
Messiah gives unfathomable wealth to all who believe in him, even Gentiles who had no right to even 
claim him as their own. The Messiah was to be Israel’s king. He came to save Jews from us—from 
oppressive Gentiles! So it is astonishing that God himself found a way, without robbing the Jews of 
anything he had promised, to make both Jews and Gentiles spiritually wealthy through Jesus the 
Messiah. You almost expect someone to say, “Did not!” “Did too!” 

What are those “unsearchable riches of Christ”? O, where to start!? His penetrating, healing 
forgiveness; his breath-of-God life in us; his wisdom and righteousness for life’s hardest and most 
confusing times; his sure reign over everything in our hearts and beyond, from the sea below to the 
stars above, in this age and the next; his measure-less love; his coming again; his beauty and humility 
and genius. And each of those treasures is like a deep treasury of its own, to be explored without ever 
reaching its spending limit. All given to us when we simply repented of our sin and put our trust in 
Christ. “Did not! Did so!” 

C. The other aspect of the good news that has been preached to us is in v.9… The mystery, now made 
plain, is that through Christ, God has made a new people of Jews and Gentiles alike. We have been 
brought together as the church, the people of God. That is very good news! I am no scholar of world 
religions, but I can’t think of any other religion that purports to bring people into relationship with one 
another like our faith in Jesus Christ does. Ironically, there are too many professing Christians who 
want Christ without the church, but despite all the church’s flaws, they are missing a huge part of the 
salvation Jesus offers. Jesus saves us individually in order to make us his people together. The loving 
relationships of the church—as hard as they can be sometime—are part of those “unsearchable riches 
of Christ.”  
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Illus.: You remember the story of Scrooge in A Christmas Carol. Remember how after that long 
ghostly night he wakes up, transformed by his second chance at life: “I am as light as a feather, I am as 
happy as an angel, I am as merry as a schoolboy. I am as giddy as a drunken man.” Then Dickens tells 
us, “Running to the window, he opened it, and put out his head… ‘What’s today?’ cried Scrooge, calling 
downward to a boy in Sunday clothes… ‘Eh?’ returned the boy… ‘What’s today, my fine fellow?’ said 
Scrooge. ‘Today!’ replied the boy, ‘Why, Christmas Day.’” Do you remember what happens next? 
Scrooge became like a loving grandfather to Tiny Tim’s family, he joined the festivities at his astonished 
nephew’s party, and he gave generously to the poor ever after. After all, what good is such a 
transformed life if there is no one to share it with?! Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “Christian 
brotherhood is not an ideal which we must realize; it is rather a reality created by God in Christ in which 
we may participate.” Well, when Jesus Christ saved us (which took a far greater miracle than three 
ghostly visitors), we awoke from our death not only “as happy as an angel,” but also brought by love 
into the extraordinary family of God, beggars made rich together, orphans adopted together as sons 
and daughters of the heavenly Father.  

D. There is still one more benefit that we have received. Jump down to ǾΦмнΧ As a people cocooned in 
Jesus Christ and trusting his promise to save us, we can approach God in confident freedom. This goes 
back to what we were taught in 2:15b-16… It is no small thing to approach God! He is no gray-bearded 
grandfather. He is no Santa Claus ho-ho-ho-ing to a line of kids with their hands out. The Bible says God 
is a consuming fire. God is dangerous. When Isaiah saw God he nearly came apart at the seams. “Woe 
is me! I am undone,” he whimpered. Yet Jesus ushers his church safely and confidently into the 
presence of Almighty God. Heb. 4:14-16 expands a bit on this same idea, “Therefore, since we have a 
great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith 
we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we 
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Let us then 
approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us 
in our time of need.” 

People everywhere pray, but whether they realize it or not, they pray from afar. They have no real 
access to God. I do not doubt that God hears them for he hears everything, and he shows his mercy 
even to those who are not reconciled with him. But they have no claim upon him (anymore than the 
kid who lives three blocks away can ask you for his allowance), and what’s more, he has every reason 
not to respond to sinners who have never been reconciled to him. But thanks to Jesus Christ, that is 
not our situation when Christians pray individually and as a church. Jesus carries us to the right hand of 
God and there we find the loving smile of our heavenly Father. We are welcome to ask for mercy for 
our faults and failings, and to find grace to enable us to do and be and receive what we could have 
never had without Christ.   

 SUMMARY: We Christians enjoy favor that no one could have ever imagined, thanks to Jesus Christ. We are 
blessed with the unfathomable riches of Christ, with a church family united with one another and the Lord 
by the strongest of bonds, and with free and confident access to God. “Did not!” “Did so!” That boy, 
George Patten, had his letter from Abraham Lincoln. We have the Word of God! 

 
There is another stunning revelation here in v.10-11Χ  
II. GOD USES US, HIS CHURCH, TO DISPLAY HIS MULTIFACETED WISDOM TO UNSEEN RULERS IN HEAVENLY REALMS (3:10-11) 

A. In this verse we are given a glimpse into a world we barely understand. There is, beyond our senses, a 
vast population of unseen beings—holy angels and fallen angels or demons, governed by these “rulers 
and authorities,” both good and wicked. Paul has already mentioned them once, in 1:21 where he told 
us that Christ is seated in “the heavenly realms far above all rule and authority, power and dominion.” 
Then later, in 6:12, he tells Christians that “our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of 
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evil in the heavenly realms.” What this verse tells us is that God has something to show them; that they 
must be taught about God’s wisdom. They are not all-knowing. Peter, in speaking of the gospel that 
has been preached to us, said, “Even angels long to look into these things” [1 Pet 1:12b]  

B. The really amazing thing is that of these mighty beings—rulers and authorities—see new facets of 
God’s wisdom by watching us, the church! They always knew God was wise, of course. They saw his 
wisdom in his creation. They read it in his Law. They watched the wise way he sovereignly governed 
the nations, and his people Israel, in particular. But there were facets of God’s wisdom—colors and 
angles and genius—he had concealed from them till after Jesus died, rose again and was exalted to the 
highest place of heaven, and the church came into being. It is the church that displays God’s wisdom 
more gloriously, more brilliantly, more beautifully than anything else in his creation, than anything else 
God has done. Notice v.11, “according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” This has always been God’s plan, but he kept it a sacred mystery—even from the mighty beings 
in the heavenly realms—till Christ Jesus finished his work on earth. 

C. For the angelic powers and authorities who had always willing and joyfully served God, seeing into 
these new facets of God’s wisdom is a never-ending thrill. Now they can make sense of so many of 
those missions on which God sent them. Now the pieces have come together, for among them are the 
angels who visited Abraham and Sarah to promise that their descendants would be as numerous as the 
stars in the sky. How, they had wondered, would God bring that to pass? Among them are those angel 
armies in their chariots of fire that protected Elijah. Among them is the archangel Michael whom 
Daniel saw contending for Israel. Among them are the angels who sang to the shepherds and the 
angels who announced at the empty tomb, “He is not here. He is risen.” And among them are the two 
angels who told the disciples staring into the sky, “This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” Those angels all went 
about their holy duties without understanding what God was doing. Now they see how God formed his 
church and they see facets of God’s wisdom they had never imagined in their wildest dreams. 

D. And what of those “authorities and rulers of this dark world, the spiritual forces of evil”? For they, too, 
now grudgingly see in the church the multifaceted wisdom of God. 

¶  They see that God found a way to forgive sinners who had believed their every lie. 

¶ They see those whom they had accused before God the Judge without rebuttal now reckoned 
righteous for Jesus’ sake.  

¶ They see that God found a way to seize the keys of death and Hades from the iron grip of their dark 
lord, and to open those hellish dungeons for the likes of us.  

¶ They see that God, in surrendering his own beloved Son over to the hands of Satan, defeated Satan 
at his own game.  

¶ They see that people who once lived to gratify our own sinful desires, now live to serve and obey 
God.  

¶ They see people once tethered to this world now living and even suffering for the joys set before 
us, even as Jesus did.  

¶ They see people, once torn apart by selfishness, now made one in Christ, loving one another with a 
holy love.  

¶ And they see that even this groaning creation, thanks to the manifold wisdom of God, will one day 
be remade, purged of rebels, sin and death, new heavens and new earth become the kingdom of 
our Lord and of his Christ, where he shall reign forever and ever. Hallelujah!  

 
Conclusion 
It is amazing really that such ordinary, such utterly undeserving, people as us should be made the people of 
God, enriched by God’s own Messiah. It is astonishing that we can come into the presence of God any time in 
confident freedom. And it is amazing that we as Christ’s church display the epitome of God’s vast wisdom to 
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the mightiest rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms. Astonishing! Who’d ever believe it, if we didn’t 
have it in writing from God himself!  


