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Eph 3:1-9 MYSTERY! 11/15/09 

Introduction: 
A. Illus.: A couple of weeks ago, in meeting a friend for lunch, I ran into a lady I know who lives near here. 

We chatted for a minute and then she graciously asked me what I was going to preach about on 
Sunday. Now, it isn’t easy to boil down these 45-minute banquets into a bite-sized appetizer! I said I 
was going to preach about how Jesus Christ found a way to bring Jews and Gentiles together as a new 
people reconciled with one another and with God. She smiled a big smile and said something like, 
“That’s so true. We are all really just one people. If only everyone believed that!”   

“Wait a minute,” I thought, “that’s not what I meant! We’re not all just one big happy family.”  
(That’s what happens when you make a sermon too short! Misunder-standings!!) My friend doesn’t 
understand, for one thing, just what a miracle it takes to make people one, especially Jews and 
Gentiles. It isn’t just a matter of all getting along and respecting one another. The ‘brotherhood of all 
mankind’ thing doesn’t work, at least not for very long.  

B. Ever since sin poisoned the human race, God has never held out the hope that one day we would all 
get along and be nice to each other. Won’t happen. But God has promised that one day, he would have 
a people of his own, drawn from every nation, whom he would bless. But he started with Abraham, 
and with his descendants, the Jews. 4,000 years ago, in one of the greatest promises ever, God told 
him, “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will 
be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on 
earth will be blessed through you.” Cool!  

  Sprinkled through the OT are stories of close blessing encounters Gentiles had with God’s people. 
The Queen of Sheba came to see the temple to God that Solomon had built. Nebuchadnezzar, the 
great king of Babylon, had firsthand experience with the might and mercy of God, through Daniel. And 
what about all those people of Nineveh who, thanks to Jonah’s most reluctant preaching, repented of 
their sin and turned to God. These various Gentiles came close to the people of God, but none of 
them really ever came in. They got the appetizers, but not the banquet.  

  Even Jesus had very little to do with Gentiles, though there were notable exceptions. But then 
before he ascended he sent his disciples to “go and make disciples of all nations.” But the mystery, 
even after Jesus said that, was just how Gentiles who would believe the good news could climb over 
that high Law-wall that separated them from God’s chosen people, the Jews. How God could make a 
holy nation of Jews and Gentiles was a 2000-year mystery 

C. And that brings us to our text today, Eph. 3:1-9. In v.1, Paul is about to launch into a prayer of 
thanksgiving when he gets sidetracked explaining why he, of all people, would be preaching the good 
news of Jesus Christ to Gentiles.  

 
Paul, you’ll remember, was the blueblood of Jews, which meant that he not only hated Christians, but also 
Gentiles. So when the light of Christ literally knocked him from his horse on the Damascus Road he got a 
double whammy message from God. The first whammy was that Jesus, whose people Paul was persecuting, 
really was the Messiah and Lord. The second whammy was the other thing Christ told him, as he reported 
later: “I am sending you to them [the Gentiles] to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are 
sanctified by faith in me” [Acts 26:17-18]. That is what Paul is talking about here in Eph 3:1-6Χ 
I. GOD REVEALED THE MYSTERY OF HOW HE WOULD BLESS GENTILES THROUGH THE CHURCHΩS FOUNDING FATHERS  

A. Look back again at 2:19-нлΧ Now here in v.5 those same “apostles and prophets” are mentioned 
again. By the Holy Spirit, God revealed to them all, just as he did to Paul, that Gentiles could be God’s 
people, too. Remember Peter’s vision and meeting with the Roman believer, Cornelius? Or the 
Jerusalem Council where the church’s leaders agreed about Gentile believers? Gentiles didn’t become 
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Jews first, nor did Jews stop being Israel, but in Christ, Jews and Gentiles together became a new kind 
of people of God. And that is the very foundation of the church.  

B. Did you notice the mystery and revelation language in vv.1-6? Remember, God had long promised to 
bless the Gentiles, but the mystery was how he could do it, given that God himself had walled us off by 
the Law from his people, the Jews, and how utterly alienated from God we were. What God revealed 
to the apostles and prophets who founded the church was that Jesus the Messiah would tear down the 
Law-wall that separated Jews from Gentiles by meeting all the requirements and promises of the Law 
and by paying its demands for judgment. Jesus brought both Jews and Gentiles who trusted him into 
himself, and then brought us all to God.  

C. It’s a head-slapper. O ǘƘŀǘΩǎ how God did it! Amazing! Praise the Lord! And the details are in vΦсΧ 
 
II. THE MYSTERY IS REVEALED: GOD BINDS BELIEVERS IN A UNIQUE UNITY IN CHRIST JESUS (3:6) 

A. First, think with me about that phrase at the end of the verse, “in Christ Jesus.” This phrase, “in Christ,” 
happens over and over again, but it is a phrase that always sounds a little foreign, a little mysterious. 
We don’t talk about any other relationship like that except in pregnancy, yet it is the most common 
way Paul has of describing our relationship with Christ. Our Christianity is not only what we believe; it 
is where we live and breathe and have our beingτin Christ. Think of it in this way:  

¶ As Adam and Eve were in the garden, we are in Christ, for he is our perfect home. 

¶ As Noah and his family were in the ark so we are in Christ, for he carries us safely through the 
floodwaters of judgment and death to a new and perfect world. 

¶ As Moses was hidden in the cleft of the rock lest the glory of God overwhelm him, so we are in 
Christ, for Christ shields us from the fiery holiness of God when he draws near to us.  

¶ As a high priest like Samuel would stand ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀōŜǊƴŀŎƭŜΩǎ Iƻƭȅ ƻŦ IƻƭƛŜs so we are in Christ, for 
as our High Priest he brings us with him boldly to the throne of grace where we find mercy to help 
us in our time of need. 

¶ What’s more, our faith puts us in Christ when he died on the cross, and in Christ when he rose 
from the dead, and in Christ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŀǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ. And that is where we 
are now, in Christ in the heavenly realms. We are not there alone; we are there together. We often 
talk about having Christ in us but the Bible speaks much more often about how we are in Christ. 

B. Being in Christ together brings an extraordinary unity to the church. In v.6, there’s something lost in 
translation. Paul attaches the little Greek prefix, sun, to three words. (He even makes up one of them.) 
Sun- means ‘together with’ or ‘joined,’ like our words synthesis and sympathy. So the three words 
become sun-heirs, sun-body, sun-sharers. Our translation captures it pretty well: “heirs together with 
Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise.”  

The sun-glue that holds a church together is not like the glue that holds any other group of people 
together. Illus.: Have you ever used epoxy to glue things together. It’s really strong because it is a 
“resin made by copolymerization of an epoxide with another compound having two hydroxyl groups.” 
J For you laymen, that means that just before you apply it, you mix two goos together to get this 
superglue stuff. Well, The Lord has given us a kind of supernatural epoxy with three elements to bind 
his people together. 

C. “Heirs together” speaks of a shared birthright. We have all inherited the same riches in Christ. And 
that shared wealth is what binds us together.  

¶ We have a heavenly Father who loves us! Amen?  

¶ Our sins are forgiven and we have resurrection life. Amen? 

¶ The Holy Spirit lives in us, guiding, convicting, encouraging and strengthening us. Amen?  

¶ We treasure God’s Word in Scripture and in Christ. Amen?  

¶ God gives us wisdom and power to love way beyond our ability. Amen?  
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¶ Jesus guides us and empowers us when we do not know what to do and comforts us when our 
hearts are heavy. Amen? 

¶ Jesus has taken away our fear of death. Amen?  

¶ We will meet the Lord in the air when he returns. Amen? 

¶ We will live with him forever in the new heavens and new earth. Amen?  
That ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ άƘŜƛǊǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ and that shared wealth is one reason why we are bound 
together. 

D. The second epoxide here is that we are “members together of one body”. 2:15-16 told us that Jesus 
created one new person—a kind of third race—from Jews and Gentiles and brought us as one to God. 
Being parts together of one body—Christ’s body—emphasizes an extraordinary kind of unity.  

¶ Since Christ is the head of the body, all of us and each of us have the mind of Christ to infuse our 
own thinking. Whether we realize it or not, there is a Christlike thoughtfulness to how our lives as 
Christians work together for God’s purposes in this world.  

¶ Since we draw life itself from the Holy Spirit within us, all of us and each of us have the very life 
that raised Jesus from the dead, as surely as we have blood and breath.  

¶ There is a kind of organic coordination in the movements and mind of the church—not like a well-
oiled machine or a well-run company, but like a healthy body where each part fulfilling its unique 
role helps all the others to function, thanks to Jesus our head. 

¶ Then there are our spiritual gifts. Christ gifts each of us with the capacity to do something with the 
grace and skill which he has—generosity or administration, mercy or encouragement—and when 
we each exercise our gifts, the whole body grows stronger, and the world around us experiences 
Christ through us. 

I cannot think of a more extraordinary kind of unity than what we have as the Body of Christ together. 
Illus.: About 15 years ago there was a rash of church burnings in the South. In one Tennessee 
community a white church put on a benefit concert to raise money for a new sanctuary for Mount 
Pleasant Baptist. I loved what the pastor of that church said: “We’ve been real Lord to each other.” 
[#4625] That’s the unity of the Body of Christ. 

E. The third element of our unity is “sharers together in the promise.” What promise? The Promise given 
to Abraham. That is the guiding promise of the whole Bible. “I will make you into a great nation and I 
will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, 
and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” That is our 
shared experience, right now, as believers in Christ. That promise has actually come to life through the 
Holy Spirit, who lives within us.  

¶ The church of Jesus Christ of which we are part is a great nation, ruled by King Jesus, unique on the 
face of the earth, transcending borders and languages and customs. 

¶ We are a God-blessed people, rich in peace, joy, love and hope; with our greatest blessing by far 
being that God himself is with us through Christ by the Holy Spirit.  

¶ God is making our name as his people great. For all the ways that the church has sullied God’s 
name, ultimately he will give his people the most exalted identity on earth—God’s holy nation, his 
royal priesthood, a people belonging to God that we may declare the praises of him who brought 
us out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

¶ God makes us, together, his means of blessing others in this world. He calls, fills and skills us to 
step into the world’s messes and needs with the touch and words of Jesus. We bless those around 
us, first, when we share and show the redeeming love of Christ; when we tell people how to be 
saved and show them what a redeemed life is like. We also bless the world when we serve them 
humbly and selflessly in the name of Christ.  
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F. All those wonderful epoxides bind us together, says v.6, “through the gospel,” the good news. Every 
new believer is brought into Christ, and once in Christ, is bound together with all other believers as 
heirs together, a body together, and as promise-sharers together.  

 
Conclusion 
So if that is true, how should it affect us? What should we do about it? 
 I suppose the most obvious thing, to echo Paul in ch.4,  is to “make every effort to keep the unity of the 
Spirit through the bond of peace.”  Illus.: I bought some used books recently at the Trinity library sale that had 
library stickers on them. They would not come off! Someone gave me a product called Un-Du Adhesive 
Remover. Strong stuff! And it worked. But it has no place in a body. In fact, it says on the label, “Harmful or 
fatal if swallowed.” There are things that unstick believers from one another—loveless criticism, sowing 
dissension, unwholesome talk, lack of forgiveness, departing from right doctrine, disinterest in being with 
other believers, and plain old unvarnished selfishness. Anyone who tears at the unity of the church is guilty of 
the worst kinds of sin—robbing others of their God-given inheritance, dismembering the body of Christ, and 
smothering the spiritual breath of God’s Promise to us. 
 Secondly, accept no substitutes. The only thing that can really bind people together is a relationship with 
Christ. Let’s not go mushy with talk of world peace and the brotherhood of man because it will never be so. 
The only way people will ever be deeply bound to one another is in Christ. 
 And then there’s this: always regard fellow believers with a sense of wonder and thanksgiving. The only 
bonds between people that the world knows are the bonds of shared heritage or experience or blood. But 
those bonds have the sticking power of a Post-It Note compared with the unity Christians have in Christ. Be 
thankful! When you are with other believers, praise God for the unique unity he has given us—our shared 
inheritance, our shared body-life, our shared God-promise. Thanks be to our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 


