Eph 2:19-22 WHAT WE ARE 11/8/09
Introduction:
A. |lllus.: Anyone here familiar with the musical, Oliver!, based on the Dickens story of Oliver Twist? Oliver
is an orphan on the streets of London when he is befriended by another boy, a pickpocket from a gang
of pickpockets, by the name of the Artful Dodger, who invites him ‘home’ to his ‘family’ of other street
kids all under the hard eye and heavy hand of the con-man, Fagin. Dodger invites Oliver to join them
through the song,
Consider yourself at home.
Consider yourself part of the family.
We've taken to you so strong.
It's clear we're going to get along.
Consider yourself well in
Consider yourself part of the furniture.
There isn't a lot to spare.
Who cares?..Whatever we've got we share!
B. That would be a good church song! For one reason, before we found Jesus Christ we were a lot like
Oliver and the Dodger—beggars, no real family, on the wrong side of the law, no place to call our own,
no father to love us, but rather under the domination of a liar and cheat. Petertoldus,* Once Yy ou
not a PuetbapksteChrist, no longer! Our text today begins,” Consequently, yo
foreigners and aliens.”
Turn to Eph. 2. Last week, in vv.11-18, we learned that Jesus Christ tore down the wall that stood
between Jews and Gentiles and made us a new race of people, and that he also reconciled us all to
God. Thatiswhywe“ ar e no | onger foreigners and aliens.
C. So what are we now? The Bible describes the church with a variety of word pictures—the Body, the
Bride, the Sheep, a Field, to name a few. Today there are three related pictures of the church in this
passage that tell us how we should “consider ourselves.” Eph. 2:19-22 are the climax of this chapter,
maybe the most important single passage on the church in the New Testament. Turn there and
“consider yourself.”

I. CONSIDER OURSELVES SAINTLY CITIZENS OF GODQKINGDOM (2:19)

A. “Fellow citizens with God’s people”, or“ wi t h t hté& kingl @f & dauntihg picture—being fellow
citizens with saints, considering how unsaintly we once were. The beginning of this chapter said we
were dead in sin, that we followed the ways of the world and of the Deuvil, that all we did was gratify
the cravings of our sinful nature, andasaresult,” weer e by natur e obThaesat s ¢
long way from sainthood! Then v.12 told us that as Gentiles we had no Messiah, no citizenship no
covenants of God’s blessing, no hope and no God. Talk about being beggars! So now to be told that,
thanks to Christ, weare“ f el | ow c i t i welgtha$'squitéatchangsdd ai nt s, ”

B. This image of a holy citizenship is a trunk holding lots of biblical ideas. First of all, it emphasizes God as
King, ruler over all the earth. Citizenship in God’s kingdom tells us we are aliens to all other kingdoms,
and that we are God’s gospel ambassadors here. It means we have our own homeland, a unique
allegiance, that we are covered by the covenants of God’s blessing and guarded by the angel armies.
Our citizenship in God’s kingdom also means that we will face the hatred of this world, and that here,
we will never really be at home.

C. Citizenship brings responsibilities. In our country our citizenship gives us the responsibility to vote, to
pay our taxes, to do jury duty or serve in the military if called. Our citizenship in God’s kingdom brings
responsibilities too—to extend God'’s reign, first in our own rebel hearts, and then into the world. Here
are the evangelists, for nothing is more central to God’s kingdom than persuading people to trust




Christ. But here also are the prophets speaking truth the world doesn’t want to hear. Here are people
quieting conflicts, advocating justice, preserving the earth.
Here are four believers who have their Bible study at Starbucks instead of a living room so other

people can listen in. Here are Christian teens praying around the flagpole at school and Christian moms

gathered in a living room praying for that school. Here are Christians calling their Congressmen about a

law that threatens the unborn. There is a Christian clinic, and there, Christians who tutor, or rebuild

communities, or raise money to fight AIDS. ¢ K2aS | NB | ff LIS2LX S o0.SAy3a (
D. lllus.: Years ago | read a wonderful chapter in the book, On the Road with Charles Kurault, about 87

people from 24 countries being sworn in as new citizens of the U.S on July 4™ at Monticello, Thomas

Jefferson’s home in Virginia.®* How d o gne new ditieee dsk@d™his wife afterward.“ | f e e |
r e b oshenajd’How much more those of us who, having once been foreigners and aliens, now find
ourselves“ f el | ow ci ti z®eban!wi th the saints.”

Here’s another rich image inv.19,“ me mber s of God' s househol d. "™
Il. CONSIDER OURSELVES PART OF GODQFAMILY (2:19)

A. In this picture we move from the courthouse to the home, from the public square to the kitchen table.
Here we see God, not as King, but as Father. Here we are not citizens, but brothers and sisters and
Jesus is our Elder Brother. Here we gather around a table. Here we talk of love and a wedding. Here are
our children gathered on the Lord’s lap. Here we regale one another with stories of our Father’s love
and our Bridegroom’s bravery, sacrifice and victory.

B. At the heart of this picture of the church as God’s family is Christ’s command that we love one another.
We have a photo album in our minds of the church family loving one another. Here’s a picture of folks
helping with a move, and here’s one of some people praying for one another. Look at all these pictures
of meals together—picnics and dinners, a group at Subway. Oh, there are our kids playing together.
And our young adults leading us in music. That picture of people talking—they’re telling each other
what God has been doing in their lives. Those grandmas and grandpas are like parents to everyone.
That’s a picture of someone delivering a meal to a sister who's been sick. Oh, and there we are all
singing together. And in this one we’re having Communion together. That is what being the household
of God looks like.

C. llus.: I'm not sure if this is true, but | heard a story about a Sunday School class whose teacher asked
the kids how they felt about their church. Some said silly things to get the class to laugh. Some were
more serious. There was one girl who was usually quiet, and who knows what experiences gave her
this response, but she said that going to churchwas“ | i ke wal ki ng i mmite®hattish e h
what the family of God should be liket walking into the heart of God.

Now Paul slides from one word picture into another, for believers are not only God’s household but also his

house, so he shifts from talking about family to talking about building: vww.20-H H X

l1l. CONSIDER OURSELVES THE LORDQTEMPLE (2:20-22)

A. The church’s strength lies deep beneath us (v.20). The foundation and cornerstone of a building are
what gives it strength and what keeps it straight and true. Paul speaks here of the foundation of the
apostles and prophets. He means, in this case, the New Testament prophets because he speaks of
them specifically only a few verses later in 3:5. In Revelation 21:14, in John’s vision of the Holy City, he
wrote,“ The wal | of the city had twelve foundati o
apost | es dliese tvdneghe peapl@bho Were with the Lord Jesus and told us what he said
and did. They were the authors of our New Testament.
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laid. It had to be perfectly square because all the other stones would go out and up from that stone. If
it was crooked by even a fraction of an inch, that would eventually make the whole building crooked
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and unstable. The foundation stones of the apostles and prophets are what give us a foundation of
truth. Their foundational testimony and teaching is pushed hard up against the cornerstone of Christ
Jesus. As our cornerstone Jesus Christ gives us a foundation of both truth and life. His death makes our
whole structure holy. His life makes his church a living temple.

B. Not only does Jesus Christ hold us up, he also holds us togetherv.21-“ I n hi m t he whol e
j oi ned Tfhe fpestielreter wrdtein1Pet.2:4-5,“ AS you come to pum, t
also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual
sacrifices acceptabletoGo d 't hr o u g h Itdk es# Jesss is hdistomesmason Who chisels us into
living stones suitable for his temple.

Jesus joins us together in other senses, too. For one, Jesus is the blueprint of the church. He is our
beauty and design, the secret strength to our arches and walls. We are to look like him. And, of
course, Jesus is the mortar that holds us together. It is our mutual love for Christ that binds us so
tightly. Jesus is the only reason we hold together. When churches start coming apart at the seams it is
ultimately because in some way they are no longer joined together in Christ.

C. According to vv.21-22, we are rising to become a holy temple in the Lord... a dwelling in which God
lives by his Spirit. Ultimately, it is not the marble walls or flying buttresses, the gold overleaf or priests
moving silently about their sacred duties that makes a building a temple. What makes a temple is the
presence of God. His Spirit must be here. Once, God’s glory resided in the Solomon’s great temple, but
now God’s Spirit is at home amongst the temple of his people. Jesus saidonce,“* Wher e t wo or
come together in my name, there am | with th € mAnd where Jesus is is a holy temple.

D. The church of Jesus Christ is a vast temple, stretching around the world, having been under
construction for a thousand generations—the Church Universal. This temple is wherever God’s people
are, but it is also in the heavenly realms where we are now hidden in Christ. And one day, when all is
made new on this earth, the Bride of Christ, this Holy City, this holy Temple, will descend from heaven
where we’ve been under construction all these ages, to the recreated earth where God will live among
us and we will be his people and he will be our God.

But the church is also this local body - v.22...

E. For now, we are, in a sense, a temple with feet, a temple on the move. More like the tabernacle in the
wilderness than the temple of stone in Jerusalem. But here is the part we must not forget: God is in
residence among us by his Spirit, so if people who do not know him want to find God, they will likely
find him among Christians. Some people like to say that they worship God best alone in his creation,
but actually that is not true. It cannot be true. We worship God best in his temple, and the church—
even the church under construction—his his holy temple.

When visitors come into our service, the really important thing isn’t whether they liked the music,
but whether they met God here. And when Christians go out into the world together, we must never
forget the rather astonishing truth that where two or three of us gather, Jesus Christ is there among us,
and he is willing to make his presence felt to lost people.

Conclusion

How we think about ourselves as a church matters. You will be stunted in your Christian growth if you are
not immersed in the life of the church. What’s more, you cannot really love Jesus if you don’t love his body,
the church. Some here are undoubtedly still trying to decide on a church home. It’s an important decision, so
pray and be deliberate, but then make up your mind and become part of a body.

And we who are committed to this church, you must enter into the life of the church if you are to be a
biblical Christian. The Bible almost never speaks of a single saint; it is almost always plural: saints. Likewise, the
most common NT name for Christians, brethren—brothers and sisters—is almost always plural. And we all
know that no one can be a one-stone temple!

To underscore that we are the family—the household—of God, we are coming to the Communion table,
and we shall do it together around tables in our fellowship hall....
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Instructions:
Move to the far end of the room; try to sit with some folks you don’t know well. Introduce yourselves and
get one another's names and maybe a little background while everyone gets settled. We'll try to have a
leader at most tables, but if not, someone take charge!
Have two or three people pray for the time of fellowship and communion with the Lord around the table
Begin sharing the elements as you are ready. Pass the bread first, saying to one another, “This is Christ's
body, broken for you.” All eat together. Then pass the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in Christ's
blood.” When all are served, drink together.
While we wait for other tables to finish, visit about how you sense the Lord's fellowship with us in the
church.
We'll conclude with a song together. Then the kids can join us for the meal, and we’ll give serving
instructions. Do not feel obligated to stay for the lunch if you have other obligations.



