Eph 2:11-18 BLENDED FAMILIES 11/1/09
Introduction:

A. You know the story of the loving father and his two sons. A younger son who takes his father for all he
can get, and considering his father as good as dead, leaves home for a life of dissipation, an utter
disgrace to his father. An older son who stays at home and plays by all the rules, albeit grudgingly. And
when the younger son comes crawling home, the father’s relief, joy and extravagant generosity
infuriates the elder brother. He refuses his father’s pleas to come into the circle of the father’s love.

One son, by his own rebellion and pride, found himself far from every family advantage, without
hope and without his father in the world. The other son, the eldest and favored, always there at every
family occasion, familiar with every word of his father, heir to the family treasures. He was so much
closer to the father, yet in the end, he was on the outside looking in by his own choice. And between
the sons a towering hostility.

What'’s a father to do?

B. That is our story, of course, and what the heavenly Father did is explained in our passage today, Eph
2:11-18. Paul begins by taking us who are Gentiles back again to our dark beginning: vv.11-12... Twice
we'retoldto” r e me rnwheee wé once were. We can only be the church God wants us to be if we
remember what Jesus has done to bring us together and to God in peace.

. ALWAYS REMEMBER HOW FAR OFF WE GENTILES WERE FROM GoOD (2:11-12)

V.18says,“ t hrough him [Jesus] Wwel-3ipldws that leefore @dsisour sironott h e

only killed us, but also focused God’s wrath on us. But it gets worse! Now Paul uses five phrases that,

taken together, describe how as Gentiles we once had no access to the Father. We were like the prodigal

son in the pigpen in the far-off pagan country, completely cut off from our Father.

A. “You were separate from Christ.” He means there was no Messiah in our future. No great future King
for us, no Champion on a white horse, no Redeemer, no one to ever set things right. And when the
Jewish Messiah did come, we’d be on the doomed side of his enemies.

B. “Excluded [Alienated] from citizenship in Israel.” Israel was the nation God loved and favored, but we
could not gain citizenship. There was no bright statue invitingus,* Gi ve me your Wei r ed
were outside the fence.

C. “Foreigners to the covenants of the promise.” God'’s relationship with Israel was defined by the
covenants he made starting with Abraham, to whom hesaid,“ | wi | | It Waks l&kesagnarrjage.u . 7
But it was only for the descendants of Abraham. God made no promises to the outsiders. We were on
the outside looking in.

D. “Without hope.” As Gentiles, we had nothing firm to stand on, no promise of God we could cling to.

We’d look far into our future and see only darkness. We carried the weight of our sin and guilt with no
hope of ever being unburdened.

E. “Without God in the world.” Oh, we had gods aplenty, but we knew nothing of the true and living God.

We lived life under the frown and sentence of the Almighty God with no way to ever be reconciled to
him.

F. What’s worse, we loved darkness rather than light so we hid from the God we so desperately needed.
We didn’t care that we had no hope of a Messiah. We didn’t care that we weren’t God’s chosen
people. We didn’t care that we had no covenant of love with God. Being hopeless and Godforsaken
was our way of life.

G. If all that wasn’t bad enough, between us and the people who did have these privileges there was a
wall of outright hostility. Gentiles hated the Jews. Anti-Semitism has been around for thousands of
years. And for their part, Jews—especially at the time when Paul wrote—hated Gentiles. Jews said God
created Gentiles to be the fuel for the fires of hell. They were forbidden from helping a Gentile woman




in labor because they’d be guilty of helping bring another Gentile into the world. If a Jew married a
Gentile, his or her family didn’t just skip the wedding; they had a funeral.

H. So Gentiles were triply alienated: First, we were dead in sin and under the wrath of God. Secondly, we
had no access to God, because we had neither Messiah, nor citizenship nor covenant. And third, there
was implacable hostility between us and Jews, the only people who could have lead us to God.

Look at v.13... Illus.: Remember Grover on Sesame Street? He’d get real close to the camera: “ N e e ,
squawked. Then he’d run way back and yell, “ F aWell, this is the Bible’s version of near-and-far. JEWS.
eenmies. We'd already gotten a sense of how far away Gentiles were in the language of vv.11-12: separate,
alienated foreigners, withouhope or GodPaul is picking up that language from the Old Testament where
Gentiles were often said to be far off from God and Jews were said to be near.
But then there is the gospel promise of Is. 57:19,“ * Pe ac e, p farcand@ear, t 0 SHARB S € h e
“And | wi |Well, thaeiswhat Radi ietafling ug about here—God’s healing peace to those far off
Gentiles and to those nearby Jews. Vv.14-15...
Il. JESUS IS OUR PEACE (2:13-18)
Jesus, of course, gives us peace within. He said, “* My p e aaee wli tBoeherethalisthe
peacemaker, not because of his negotiating ability, nor some ability to soothe hot tempers.* He hi ms e |
our peace.”
A. Remember our two warring brothers? V.14 speaksof“ t he barri er , t he Pali vi di
might well have been thinking of the 5-foot wall that kept Gentiles out of the Jewish courts of the
temple in Jerusalem. They’ve discovered a stone sign from that wall which warned, “Not one foreigner
is to enter inside the sanctuary. Whoever is captusaeésponsible for his own death pendlfihat’s
hostility! Illus.: | thought of the wall the Jews are building in the Holy Land now. When completed it will
be over 400 miles long and is 25 feet high. The Jews call it the separation fence. The Palestinians call it
the racial segregation wall. It symbolizes the hostility there.
Paul was talking about a spiritual wall as forboding as that. V.15:“ t he | aw wi t h 1 ts
and r e g wGbdalaw wasirtended to be a kind of towering wall around his people. He wanted
them to be holy, to be devoted to him alone. He wanted them to completely avoid the sins and idolatry
of all the pagans around them. So his commands defined what it meant to be separate from the
Gentiles. These commands of God—all the festivals and sacrifices, plus all the moral commands —
were what made Israel Israel. They were what kept Jews nearto God, and Israel far from the Gentiles.
V.15sayslesus” ab ol i shed i nThéawosl mdadseullified, teddered imaoibe OT
law had all kinds of ceremonial commands—circumcision, priests, sacrifices, food, holy days,
ceremonies, tabernacle. They were the pride and distinction of the Jews; their national identity. But
the all pointed to Christ Jesus, and when he came, died and rose again, there was no longer a need for
signs pointing to him.
Then there were all the moral laws with their unbending justice: do this and live, disobey and die.
Jews took pride in the rule-keeping. They really were holier-than-thou. But they could not possibly be
holy enough because they could not keep either the spirit or the letter of God’s law. So ultimately they
were as guilty and condemned as any prodigal pagan. But when Jesus died for sin, he released all who
trust him free from the consequences of not keeping God’s law.
Well, where does that leave the two warring brothers? Well, prodigal Gentiles who trust Christ
Jesus are forgiven and now they have the Messiah, citizenship in the Kingdom of God and the loving
bonds of the New Covenant written on our hearts. And our elder brothers, the Jews, if they trust
Christ, are set free from the heavy and impossible demands of God’s law. No more need for spiritual
score-keeping, for crushing legalism, for always looking over their shoulder to see if they’ve missed
some rule that will doom them.




So Jesus is our peace because he brings Jews and Gentiles together. V.15b explains,” Hi s pur pc

was to create in himself one n eHeveisdadrereating dgaino f

He doesn’t make Gentiles into Jews nor Jews into Gentiles. He makes “ a n e w-a ne& race from
the clay of the two warring brothers. And since we are one now, there is peace. One of the earliest
Christian pastors, Clement of Alexandria, wrote around 200 AD, O 2 S  wdtsPip God in a new way,
Fa GKS KANR NS But thefs was #ilNaRothér Rinld of diebation Jesus
resolved for us. He not only brings Jews and Gentiles together but...

B. Jesus brought both Jews and Gentiles to God (v.16). Vv.15b-16,“ Hi s pur pose was
one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one [tbalys the Body of Christ, the
church]... in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to
death the hosti i tinyhis Bassage there are two hostilities. Hostility 1 was between Jews and
Gentiles. Hostility 2 was between people and the God they had disobeyed.

By dying on the cross Jesus, at one time, was peace to both kinds of hostility. Since we are all made
holy through Christ, there is no need for a wall to keep holy Jews separate from holy Gentiles. And
since we have been forgiven and reckoned holy, we are no longer alienated from God. Instead, we are
invited to call him Father.

C. Now Jesus constantly preaches this peace to those both far and near. Vv.17-18... After his resurrection,
when Jesus met his disciples for the first time, he said,“ P e a c e b e Andvhat ahcieny greating;
Shalomgook on a far richer meaning than it ever had before. It also became the defining Christian
characteristic—peace. Jesus, through his Spirit and his people, continues to preach peace to those near
and far—Jews and Gentiles alike—that we can have peace with one another and peace with God,
through our relationship with Jesus Christ.

Illus.: This week at a receptionist’s desk | saw a woman I’ll call Sarah. I'd talked to her about a
month ago when she told me she was thinking about going to the Baha’i Temple instead of Jewish High
Holy Day services. This time when Isaw herlsaid,“ | br ought you s o mhéltittlei
Family Book of Encouragemeh¥e just put together all the favorite Bible verses of people in our
church.l thought of you.

“Oh, | * d shd saidy vehichtsunpaistd!me a little.* T h a t sounds | i ke

Solsaid,“ Y o u , kalsmhave this other little book we put together calléhlistling in the Dark
It s all the verses in the Bible that tell

“Oh, thank youl n e e dhe tailb, antl shé’took the booklet.

Later when | was leaving she told me how afraid she was about something that was happening the
nextday.“ | ' d rather than give Bbhesalhh again than

t

t o

ng.

SO

us

go

“Wel |l , that ITittle laid,bbehdt| wptbmreal ypuhetehapt

give you peacetogiht and tShe mwas Jo grateful, ahd I’'m eager to go back and find out what
happened.

That is just one simple way that Jesus preaches peace, in this case to one of the near—a Jewish
woman. As Jesus’ body, we are the preachers of his peace wherever we go. This is one of the good
deeds God has prepared in advance for us to do.

Conclusion
At the beginning | told you that we can only be the church God wants us to be if we remember what
Jesus has done to bring us together and to God in peace. So what does this passage mean to us here at VCL?
! We should be people who never tire of praising God for bringing us together and bringing us to him,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Like the spiritual | listened to this week: “ | t h alesus| tlyaokwou,
Jesus.&u brought me from a mighty | ong way."”
We must do all in our power to preserve this unity gained for us as such a high price. In Eph 4:3, we read,
“Make every effort to keep t he uPsatefsinouospiritual DA
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as this new “third race.” God has put within us his Spirit given to loving others, to forgiving offenses, to

bearing with one another, to kindness, and wholesome speech. So let us do all we can to keep this unity

the Spirit of God has given us.
I Letus do all we can here and beyond to embrace other believers who have been transformed by God’s

grace. Let us not celebrate our differences so much as our unity. Let us look for opportunities to pray, work

or worship together.
9 Letus always be humble with one another. No one is here because of our gifts or our goodness. We are all

here by God’s grace, and we all came empty-handed and foggy-brained. If there is any wisdom in this

church, any kindness, any love or grace or compassion, it is God’s doing, and not our own.
So remember who you are! In the verses we'll study next week, Paul concludes,” Consequentl vy, )
|l onger foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizen
the foundation of the apostkeand prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the
whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being
built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by hig Spifi




