Eph 1:15-19 PRAYING FOR RICHES 10/4/09

Introduction:

A.

llus.: In Prince Caspian, part of C.S. Lewis's Narnia Chronicles, the children Peter, Susan, Edmund, and
Lucy all find themselves in Narnia after a long absence. Aslan, the great king and lion, is nowhere to be
seen. Lucy, the youngest of the children, particularly aches to see him. One night she wakes to a great
stirring in the forest, and to a voice calling her. While the other children sleep, she ventures forth
through the woods and into a clearing. Here's what happens:

A circle of grass, smooth as a lawn, met her eyes, with dark trees dancing all round it. And then
- oh joy! For he was there: the huge Lion, shining white in the moonlight, with his huge black
shadow underneath him.

But for the movement of his tail he might have been a stone lion, but Lucy never thought of
that. She never stopped to think whether he was a friendly lion or not. She rushed to him. She felt
her heart would burst if she lost a moment. And the next thing she knew was that she was kissing
him and putting her arms as far around his neck as she could and burying her face in the beautiful
rich silkiness of his mane.

"Aslan, Aslan. Dear Aslan," sobbed Lucy. "Atlast."  The great beast rolled over on his side so
that Lucy fell, half sitting and half lying between his front paws. He bent forward and just touched
her nose with his tongue. His warm breath came all round her. She gazed up into the large wise
face. "Welcome, child," he said.

"Aslan," said Lucy, "you're bigger."

"That is because you are older, little one," answered he.

"Not because you are?"

"l am not. But every year you grow, you will find me bigger." [quoted in The Rest of God by Mark Buchanan, pp.
66-67]

Don’t you wish you could know the Lord the way Lucy cuddled up with Aslan? Isn’t that an interesting
idea that “every year you grow you will find me bigger”? Are you finding God bigger as you age? Do you
know God more intimately than you used to? There is nothing better in life than knowing God. Once,
that was impossible for us. We could be deeply religious, but we could not actually know God. It was as
if we were spiritually autistic—incapable of making a heart-to-heart connection with the heavenly
Father. But Jesus changed that. He brought us into the Father’s lap. He gave us ears to hear the
whispers of God’s love. He gave us confidence to come boldly to God’s throne.

Knowing God radically changes people. When Jesus Christ opens our lives to a relationship with God
we become people of hope, people who know we are deeply and unconditionally loved, people who
are incredibly strong deep within.

Knowing God better is an answer to prayer. It is a gift of God. The most effective thing we can do, if we
want to know God better, is pray that it will be so. Today the Bible will teach us how to pray for that
very thing. Turn to Eph 1:15-19. In the verses before this the Apostle Paul has praised God for giving us
every spiritual blessing in Christ. Now, in these verses, we hear how Paul prays for fellow believers in
Ephesus. His prayer is a model for all of us who want to grow bigger in our knowledge of God. Let’s
make this prayer our own. Vv.15-1 6 ...

. TOKNOW GOD BETTER, ALWAYS PRAISE HIM WHEN CHRIST IS OBVIOUS IN THE LIVES OF FELLOW BELIEVERS (1:15-16)
A. Thank God when you see other people’s faith in the Lord Jesus. Think of someone right now whose

faith you can thank God for. | spoke to Lana this week who found Christ when we were in high school
together and was leaving this week for a month-long missions trip to Malawi. Thank God! | read the
testimonies of several people applying for membership and saw the unique ways God had worked.
Thank God! I've talked to several believers this week who are under great pressure in life, but are
clinging tightly to the Lord in faith. Thank God!
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B. Thank God, too, when you see other people’s “love for all the saints.” You cannot have Christ in your
heart and not love his people. Christ shows his love for his people through other believers. When you
see it, take note, and thank God. | thanked God when Joyce told me of all the cards she’d received
from people at church. | thanked God when | saw all the things you contributed for Sharefest. | thank
God when people pray for me and others.

C. Being thankful to God helps us to know God better. We bow our heads and think of fellow believers
and how we see Christ at work, and when we do, our vision gets better. We can see God even in the
dark. We see God’s long, loving labor. We see his joyful ingenuity. We see him making people to be
“oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor.” When we see his work in
other lives, we grow more aware of his quiet work in our own lives. And most importantly, we give God
credit through our thanks giving for his goodness and grace.

Now listentov v . 1 7 ...
Il. PRAY FOR THE SPIRITUAL SKILLS TO KNOW GOD BETTER

A. In order to know God better God must give us “the spirit of wisdom and revelation.” It is possible to
take in a lot of data about God, but come to faulty conclusions. It is also possible to absorb a lot of
nonsense about God. We need help in thinking well about God if we are to know him better. Illus.: A
man told me once that he puts a dollar in the offering plate to keep God happy. He doesn’t know God.
A friend is angry that God didn’t give him the job he wanted. He doesn’t know God. A woman | know
thinks she knows God because, as she says, she’s “a very spiritual person.” But she doesn’t really know
God.Wisdkomabout God doesn’ t.Thamesnahyr aé |l pudbities. ps a )

B. We pray for wisdom to be able to look at what God has revealed about himself and draw the right
conclusions. What can we properly understand about God when we look at his creation read about
him in the Bible? Paul especially emphasizes elsewhere the wisdom that comes to us about God from
looking at Jesus Christ. We pray because wisdom about God is a gift the Holy Spirit can give us. Listen
to what Paul wrote in 1 Cor 2:8-1 2 That is the wisdom we pray for.

C. We also pray for revelation so that more and more truths about our great God would be laid open
before the eyes of our hearts. “Lord,” you might pray, “/ want to know something about you | haven’t
realized before. | want you to be bigger in my eyes.” | can imagine the Holy Spirit, in answer to that
prayer, whispering, “Come here. Sit down with your Bible and let me show you something.” So you sit
down and begin to read and think. “Look here at this story about Jacob wrestling with the angel,” the
Spirit whispers. “What do you think that says about God? Look here at these last chapters of Job. Did
you ever think of God that way? Look at this picture of the Temple. Do you see what that says about
God? Or here, this story about the widow’s mite, and this one about Jesus turning water to wine, and
this one about the Day of Pentecost. Do you see what those stories reveal to you about God?” Similarly,
we look at troubling things in the world, or we ponder the ideas in a book or movie, and we want to
know how God fits in; how we should think about him. So we pray that he would reveal the truth about
himself to us. And we pray that for fellow believers as well. God answers prayers like that!

lll. PRAY THAT THE EYES OF OUR HEARTS MIGHT SEE GOD THROUGH HIS GREATEST GIFTS TO US (1:18-19)

In my translation, v.18 begins a new sentence, but actually Paul is on a roll here, running one sentence into

another. It is like this: “I pray that you might know him better having the eyes of your heart enlightened
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gifts Paul is going to tell us about. We gain “wisdom and revelation to know God better” by contemplating

these three great gifts of God to us. Vv.18-1 9 ...

A. Knowing God means knowing that he called us out of darkness and death to a life of hope. “...the hope
to which he has called you” or “the hope of his calling.” ‘His calling’ refers to the way God called us out




of darkness into his marvelous light; how he called us, as Jesus did his disciples, to come and follow
him. What can you learn about God from “the hope of his calling”?

Here we learn to know the God who chose us in Christ before the creation of the world. Here we
see God’s pursuit of us as “the Hound of heaven,” whose “strong Feet... followed, followed after...”
Here is Jesus promising, “I go to prepare a place for you” and our certainty of a better city ahead than
anything here. Here is God’s assurance that he will work all things together for good for those who love
him. Here is the reason you are not afraid to die. Here is your confidence that whatever you have done
to serve Jesus is a treasure stored in heaven, that there is waiting for you a crown, and a white
garment and a wedding feast. That you and | will see Jesus, and when we see him, we will be like him.
That, and more, is “the hope to which he has called you.” And the more we know of these things, the
more we know God! But there’s more...

B. Knowing God means knowing he made his people his most treasured possession. “...the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints.” We saw last week that God’s inheritance is his people. Moses sang,
“For the LoRrD’s portion is his people, Jacob his allotted inheritance” [peut 32:9]. And we also saw that
through Christ, God brought gentiles into his chosen family, making us his possession, too. This verse
i s n’ ttheaithes wd have but about the treasure we are... t 0! W8 aralGod’s most treasured
possession. We are what makes God rich! God himself longs for the day when we will be with him in
heaven forever. He said in Mal 3:17, “They will be mine,” says the LorD Almighty, “in the day when |
make up my treasured possession.” We are God’s jewels. We are God’s gold! Here we see Jesus Christ
as our Bridegroom, waiting for us as his Bride, eyes gleaming, at the threshold of heaven. Zephaniah
the prophet promised, “The LorD your God ... will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his
love, he will rejoice over you with singing. [zeph 3:17) The more we know of these things, the more we
know God! But there’s more...

C. Knowing God means knowing he gives us “his incompar-ably great power” for living now. More on
these verses next week, but for now this “great power” is the power that raised Jesus from the dead,
lifted him from the earth, and positioned him on God’s throne above every other authority in the
universe. Look back again at the stories of Jesus. Did you see the waves go still at his command, the
bread multiply for a multitude, the demons fleeing from the man as Jesus commanded? Did you see
Jesus himself walk out of the grave in a new immortal body? That “incomparably great power” is ours!

Here is the power we need when our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but “against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world, and against the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly realms.” For “greater is he who is in you than he who is in the world!”

Here is the power greater than our stubborn, stiff-necked old nature. Here is the power not to sin,
the power to do greater works than Jesus himself, the power to love the ungrateful, to endure the
flames, to resist till the devil flees, to do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

Here is the power of everlasting life already set within us, the power that steals away the grave’s
victory and is impervious to death’s sting. This is the power, already within us, that will lift us from the
earth—even from under the earth—to meet the Lord in the air on that last day, the power to breath
celestial air, to look safely upon God himself. The more we know of these things, the more we know
God!

There is nothing better in life than knowing God. When we pray this, it is like Aslan told Lucy,
“Every year you grow you will find me bigger.”

Conclusion
Do you want to know God? Knowing God is the greatest thing in this life or the next. The more we know
God, the more whole we will be, the more wealthy and wise and good and glad.



Knowing God this way is a gift. That is why we pray for it, for ourselves and for other fellow believers. To
pray for our brothers and sisters to have the Spirit of wisdom and revelation to know God is the kindest,
greatest prayer we can offer for them.

Illus.: Yesterday morning, the phone woke me. It was my friend Kathy, whom | haven’t seen in nearly 30
years, but with whom | talk now and then. She was in great pain. The doctor had taken her off all her
medication. She’d been awake since 3:30, just trying to get through the hours. She quoted verses to me as |
listened, like Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart...” “Where is that verse that says, ‘He who
began a good work in you will see it through to completion till the day of Christ Jesus’?” she asked me. “Phil.
1:6,” | said.

“l just wanted someone to pray for me,” she said. So | drew then and now on these verses to pray for her.
Pray like this for people you know, and for yourself:

“Dear Lord, thank you for Kathy’s faith in you, which you first gave her that dark night at the state mental
hospital thirty years ago. Thank you that her faith remains strong, despite all her suffering. Thank you for her
love for fellow believers there in her church, and for the love they’ve shown her, like the person who gave her
the New Testament on CDs and the other who replaced her old CD player, and for people who visit her and
pray for her.

“| pray, dear Father, that you would give Kathy the Spirit of wisdom and revelation to know you better.
Suffering clouds the way we see you sometimes, Lord, so she needs your help.

| pray that you would help her to see you in the hope of the calling you have given her, to see you in the
way you lovingly treasure her and all your people, and to see you in the power you will give her even for this
terrible ordeal.

| thank you for the promise in 1 Peter that after Kathy has suffered a little while you yourself will restore
her, and make her strong, firm and steadfast. Please help my friend, Father. Amen.”

That was the best | could do. Really. It really is the very best thing | could do. So who can you pray for this
week? Let’s take a moment and pray for others right now, following the lead of this prayer.



