Ephesians SERVICE CALL 9/6/09

Introduction:

A. lllus.: Do you all remember the Beverly Hillbillies? The poor, isolated country bumpkins from the
backwoods of Tennessee who come into a fortune in oil and move to a mansion in “Beverly... Hills, that
is. Swimmin’ pools, movie stars.” They were fabulously wealthy, but they still lived like the hillbillies
they were. Shootin’ squirrels, applying frontier justice, dressing in raggedy old clothes, sittin’ by the
cee-ment pond instead of ever swimming in it. Granny always had her shotgun. The comedy was
always based on the fact that, despite their wealth and surroundings, they never stopped thinking like
poor, ignorant hillbillies.

B. Do you think there are Christians like that? Could you be like that—living below your station in life?
Paul wrote the letter to the Ephesians to be sure that Christians live like the privileged people we have
become through Jesus. It is a book about our identity. It asks, “Who do you think you are?” This
morning | want to show you this whole book at once. | want you to see how it all fits together. | hope
you’ll read it through on your own—more than once. Next week we’ll begin going through it slowly, so
we can understand just how rich we are! Open your Bibles to Ephesians.

.  As CHRISTIANS, WE HAVE EVERY GOOD THING THAT GOD CAN GIVE!

A. V.1.. God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ! Illus.: Imagine you went to the ATM and
took out $20. But when you look at your receipt, it tells you have millions in your account! That’s what
this passage is like. Let’s do a quick accounting:

1. God chose us before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless people. Not that we
ought to be holy and blameless, but that we would actually be, because found a way to make it
happen!

2. God gives us the full rights of his favored heirs. We were born again with a silver spoon in our
mouths. We have access to our Father’s ear and to his wealth.

3. We've been redeemed from sin and death, and all our sins are forgiven through Jesus Christ.
We're free! Guilt is gone! Death is no problem! We can live forever in heaven where we’ll be
welcomed with open arms.

4. We know the mystery of God’s will—that everything in the world has been put under the
authority of Jesus Christ—and we know Christ!

5. We are “in Christ,” cocooned in our living relationship with him, and we are sealed up safely in
this relationship by the Holy Spirit who lives in us

What Paul wants for us—what he prays for us—is that we’d understand just how rich we are: v.18-

19a... God gives us a great hope, a glorious inheritance, and incomparable power God gives us for living

as Christians.

We also have to remember why we’re so rich and privileged. Twice, in 2:5 & 8, he says, “ | t i
grace you hawehadne mints, ro auwrenay, nd’advantage. “Not by works, so no one
can boast.” We came to the Father empty-handed and spent. It is deadly if a Christian forgets that
“Jesus paid it all.”

B. There’s another key thing we must know: we are now God'’s people, part of his holy nation. For us as
Gentiles, we’ve been made part of God’s chosen people. 2:19-22... Sound familiar? That’s temple talk.
The great temple which Solomon built 1000 years before Christ was a kind of prophecy, and we as
God’s people are the fulfillment. But one reason Christians don’t mature sometimes is that we do not
realize what a big deal it is to be part of the church. lllus.: I’'m working on an interesting freelance
writing assignment right now. It’s for a new edition of the Quest Study Bible, answering some of the
100 most pressing questions Christians have. One question is, “Do Christians really need to attend




church?”“ Y e ®dulkhbuts across the centuries. “And not just attend. The only way to become a
mature Christian is to weave your life into the lives of fellow believers in a church.”

C. Through all this, Paul keeps pointing us back to God’s immeasurable love for us: 2:4-5a... Later in
3:18,19 he prays that we would “grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and
to know this love that surpasses knowledge.” To function as true Christians we must grasp how much
the Lord loves us!

SUMMARY: So who do you think you are? You are “blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ Jesus.” This

is what we were called to when we trusted Christ as our Savior. This is who you are! So 4:1 says, “/ urge

you to...

Il. “LIVE A LIFE WORTHY OF THE CALLING YOU HAVE RECEIVED.”

A. Christians must act like the people God has recreated us to be. He gives us a sort of summary ‘do list’
here in vv.2-3: “Be completely humble and gentle, be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit...” That is what our lives should look like because we have all
those riches from God. “Well, uh,” we mutter, “that’s a problem.”

B. lllus.: This reminds me of the time | signed up for a class in seminary on the book of Hebrews. Walked
into class the first day and there were a couple of verses from somewhere in Hebrews written in Greek
on the board. “Translate that,” the prof said. | bent over the paper... and doodled. | didn’t recognize a
single word! After class | went straight to the registrar and dropped the class. My transcript said | had
the prerequisites needed for this class, but | just couldn’t do what was expected. A person could feel
that way seeing what is expected of us here. This is too hard!

It is like Paul overhears you so he paints a picture for us. Picture all the Christians Jesus has saved as a long and
joyful procession wending our way toward heaven. And the Lord Jesus walk alongside and he points at
different people, seemingly at random, “You,” he says, “and you, and you. Come with me. I’m going to give
you to these people as gifts. You will be the Word workers.” 4:11...

I1l. To HELP CHRISTIANS LIVE WORTHY OF THEIR CALLING, THE LORD GIVES US WORD WORKERS (4:7-16)

A. To help us live like the spiritually rich people we are God equips some people to teach us the protocol
of godliness, to help us work our new identity in Christ into our minds, emotions and wills. They are the
gospel pioneers, the truth hammerers, the tellers of the Good Story, the teachers of Scripture with the
Good Shepherd’s staff in their hands. Illus.: Remember in our study of Chronicles how David appointed
special craftsmen to build the temple of God—the goldsmiths and woodworkers? That’s what the
Word workers are like. They are the temple craftsman, and their tool is the Word of God. Word
workers introduce us to our Christian privileges and apply them to our lives.

B. Notice their immediate purpose in v.12... Word workers “prepare God’s people for works of service.”
That’s another way of saying, “to prepare God'’s people to live worthy of their calling.” Our calling as
such blessed people is to humbly help others in Jesus’ name. Lots of people serve other people, but
Christian service is qualitatively different because the servants are different, and our Master is
Christ.

So the Word workers show us “every spiritual blessing in Christ,” urging us to live worthy of our calling, so that

we are uniquely equipped to do works of service in Jesus’ name, and the result: vw.12b-13...

IV. “WORKS OF SERVICE,” SCULPTED BY GOD’S WORD, ARE ESSENTIAL FOR OUR CHRISTIAN MATURITY

A. Works of service aren’t just important for the people we serve, they’re also necessary for us. When

someone is a new believer, they especially need to learn about our faith. They need to be taught. But
as we move forward in our relationship with Christ, we cannot grow unless we serve. lllus.: A recent
study of 80,000 believers in 200 churches made this startling observation for people who are
established Christians, “Serving is the most catalytic experience offered by the church... Serving as
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[Jesus’] hands and feet, whether in a church ministry or serving those in need, seems to reinforce
growth in that relation-ship [with Jesus Christ].” [Hawkins & Parkinson, Follow Me, p.40] If you want to mature as
a believer you must serve others.

B. Serving other people humbly and lovingly has a way of surfacing our sins, our weaknesses, and our
blind spots. And then a Word worker speaks into that need and you mature as a believer; you are
sculpted a little more like Christ.

C. Look back at 2:10, “For we are God’s workmanship”—“God’s masterpiece,” as one version puts it. God
brought all these treasures together to re-create us, to make us anew. “...created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” God has a way of thrusting us into servant
situations for which we feel completely unprepared. But exactly the opposite is true. Everything God
has poured into him, every talent and heartache and relationship, every spiritual blessing, has
positioned you to serve Jesus in this particular way.

The world speaks of doing® r and o m a ct sakimdbfshktgumapproack te6 making a
difference in the world. But whether we sense it or not, we are God’s lasers of good and grace in this
world, and as we serve we ourselves are growing mature in Christ.

So here’s what we have: We learn that we have every good thing that God can give, and we learn how those
fit into everyday life and service from the Word workers God has given us. They teach us how to put feet to
our faith, how these good things God gives us translate into good deeds of every kind, how to live lives worthy
of the calling we have received. And what does Ephesians tell us will happen next: 4:13-16...

V. THIS SIDE OF HEAVEN, THE GOAL OF OUR CHRISTIAN LIVES IS TO BECOME MATURE!

A. The idea of Christian maturity is expressed in several different ways in this book. Like, “that you may be
filled to all the fullness of God.” Like “live a life worthy of the calling you have received.” Like, “to be
made new in the attitude of your minds.” Like, “You were once darkness, but now you are light in the
Lord. Live as children of light.” [s:s]

B. Do you want to be mature? Really? Are you conscious that you need to become more like Christ than
you are? That is certainly God’s goal for you, and he will pursue it as any good parent would, whether
you’re on board or not. This is God’s roadmap to maturity.

So how would you know Christian maturity if you saw it? What does maturity look like? That’s what the last
part of Ephesians tells us. In short...
VI. CHRISTIAN MATURITY IS REVEALED IN HOW WE ACT

A. Remember what it said in 4:2-3... From 4:17ff. Paul tells us what maturity looks like; what such blessed
and Word-shaped people must do. Here is what we must be like as we step into our works of service.
He’s going to tell us specifically what loving behavior looks like and what holy and pure behavior is. He
will teach us about submitting to one another, and how to dress for spiritual warfare.

B. Butin all these practical commands Paul continues to return to the importance of how we think! Some
Christians come to church wanting what they often call “a practical sermon” —*just tell me what I'm
supposed to do,” they say. But even when he’s telling us what we’re supposed to do, Paul again and
again takes us back to the early part of this letter to remind us that what’s most important in what we
do is how we think. For example, look at 4:22-25... And 5:15-16...

Conclusion:

That is where this wonderful book of Ephesians is going to take us. The book asks Christians, “Who do you
think you are?” And then it tells us the answer, and shows us how we become mature. Is that what you want?
Why don’t we agree together that we will make it our main business in the months ahead to grow mature in
Christ together?



