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2 Cor 3:7-18 LIFTING THE VEIL 3/15/09 

Introduction: 
A. I love how bold some of you are in sharing your Christian faith with others. You who went house to 

house in my neighborhood with flyers about a women’s Bible study. You who go to bookstores or 
coffee shops looking for someone to talk to about Jesus. You who send CDs of my sermons to 
nonchristians you know because you want them to think. You who go to a neighbor in trouble to tell 
them that you’ll pray for them because you want them to experience the love of Christ. Christians are 
supposed to be bold about our faith. Jesus told us, “Go and make disciples of all nations!” Our church’s 
purpose statement is “to be and to make disciples of Jesus Christ.”  

B. But being bold about our faith is not popular. Some people think we should keep our faith to ourselves. 
In some places, Christians suffer greatly for being bold about their faith in Jesus Christ. So why must 
Christians be bold? 

C. Today we’ll let one of the boldest Christians of all time—the Apostle Paul—help us understand what 
motivates Christian outspokenness. He wrote about that in his letter we call 2 Corinthians. His reasons 
are still powerful so I am hoping this morning to use these verses to motivate us who are Christians to 
be bolder and to interest those of you who are not Christians to consider beginning a relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 

D. First I need to tell you a famous story from the Jewish Bible—the Old Testament—that Paul will talk 
about in his letter. The most important story in the OT is how God delivered his people, the Israelites, 
out of 400 years of slavery in Egypt. This happened about 1500 BC under the great leader, Moses. 
Understand that Israel was an utterly powerless people. They had no guerilla army. They had no hope 
and no heroes. They were a dead people, slaves with no one except God on their side. But God told 
Moses, “I have seen the suffering of my people Israel and I have come down.” God singlehandedly 
broke the power of Egypt and led his people out, without any effort from them at all. It was the 
resurrection of a dead nation. God did it because he loved them. Then God brought them to a 
mountain in the wilderness desert called Mt. Sinai.  

There God summoned Moses to the top of Mt. Sinai and God himself came to meet him. There was 
a terrifying glory in what happened. The Bible says, “Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the 
LORD descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole 
mountain trembled violently...” [Ex 19:18].  

There on that mountain, God told Moses what a relationship with the holy God involved—how 
people had to behave, how they were to worship, and how their government was to operate. If you 
are going to love God you must obey him. God gave many commands, but they were summarized, you 
might say, in the Ten Commandments, which God carved into two stone tablets. God promised that if 
the people he had saved from slavery would love and obey him, he would bless them in every way—
with children, health, peace, prosperity. This was God’s covenant with Israel—like a marriage 
covenant with the people he loved.  

And the people of Israel agreed. When Moses told them all that God had said, they responded, 
“Everything the Lord has said we will do.” [Ex 24:3]. 

When Moses came back down the mountain carrying those tablets of stones do you know what the 
Bible says about him? It says, “His face was radiant because he had spoken with the LORD” Ex 34:29. His 
face glowed! That’s how incredible the glory of God was on that mountain! Well, that terrified the 
people even more! After all, who is safe around a man who has been that close to God, who has been 
on that mountain and lived?! So Moses put on a veil to cover his face, except when he went alone into 
the holy tent where he’d meet with God. Later, the glow started to fade from Moses’ face but he kept 
wearing the veil so people wouldn’t notice. Like someone said, “who wants to follow a leader who is 
losing his glory?” [Wiersbe] 
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But soon there was a much bigger problem: the Israelites didn’t keep God’s laws as they had 
promised. People are sinful by nature; we don’t really want to do what God has commanded. It’s still 
that way. We’re no different. So even though these laws were wonderful and a glorious gift of God to 
his people, they backfired. For example, a law like, “You shall not lie,” is a good law—it will make us 
better people—but instead of bringing blessing, it just emphasized how often the people lied. God’s 
law ended up condemning the very people he wanted to bless. Nobody can keep God’s laws faithfully. 
Nobody. And people who don’t keep God’s rules are actually rebels against God instead of being close 
to God. And rebels against God are in deep trouble!  

God’s law showed us what righteousness is, but it couldn’t make us righteous. Warren Wiersbe 
wrote, “The Law... is the mirror that reveals how dirty our faces are. But we cannot wash our faces in 
the mirror.”  

So how can anyone have a relationship with God? If the Jews couldn’t do it neither can the rest of 
us! Illus.: I’ve told you before about the woman who came to see me many years ago. She looked 
haggard and troubled. She told me a remarkable thing: “For a year,” she said, “I have been trying to 
keep all of God’s commands in the Bible. I just can’t do it.” To be honest, it looked like trying to obey 
God was killing her. How would you reply?  

What a terrible dilemma. God wants a covenant relationship with us but we can’t and won’t 
respond as we must. How can anyone ever know and love God if we cannot obey him? Hold that 
thought. 

E. Now back to the business of being bold. Paul wrote in his letter, “Therefore, since we have such a hope, 
we are very bold.” Christian boldness comes from our hope. I’ve told you this story about Moses, Mt. 
Sinai and the veil because that is what Paul uses in the verses we’ll look at to explain why Christians 
should be bold in sharing our faith in Jesus Christ with other people. Open your Bibles to 2 Cor. 3 
(p.859). Listen to vv.6-8... That tells us this: 

 
I. WE CHRISTIANS ARE BOLD BECAUSE WE OFFER PEOPLE A LOVING  RELATIONSHIP—A COVENANT—WITH THE LIVING GOD (3:6-

12) 
A. When God came to Mt. Sinai and met with Moses, God came to our level. He came to us. He served 

us—ministered to us. That was a glorious, wonderful event. But ultimately it condemned people—it 
brought death—because people could not and would not obey the covenant that they had promised to 
obey. They were like an unfaithful wife to God.  

So God promised that he would make a new covenant with people, and this time he would write his 
laws on their hearts instead of on stone tablets. That way obedience would come from our hearts; we 
would obey God naturally and lovingly. 

So God came to us again in an even more astonishing way than he did on Mt. Sinai. He became one 
of us and he was born as a baby. No thunder or smoke or terror this time. Jesus Christ is God come in 
the flesh. And again, as before, God served us; he ministered to us.  

B. This passage uses the word ministry twice in vv. 7-8. “The ministry of the Spirit... is the ministry that 
brings righteousness.” The Spirit is God’s Spirit—the Lord of the Old Testament. Under God’s new 
covenant keeping God’s laws does not bring righteousness to people (that never worked). God’s Spirit 
brings righteousness. Look at v.3... People think that Christianity is a philosophical or ethical system. 
But that is more like what Moses preached than what Jesus brought. Illus.: Remember the woman I 
told you about who was killing herself trying to obey all God’s commands? The answer to her is, “I’m 
sure you can’t! In fact, no matter how hard you try, you’ll never be good enough to get on God’s good 
side. We have centuries of Jewish history that proved people couldn’t get God’s life by keeping God’s 
rules. You don’t have it in you because you and I are naturally inclined to disobey God. But what God 
will do for you is put his Spirit within you and the Holy Spirit will prompt you toward God-pleasing 
thoughts and behavior from the inside out.”  
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C. Christians don’t tell people how to be good, what rules they must keep, in order to win God’s favor. 
We’re telling them how God’s own Spirit—God’s own Breath—can come into their lives and make 
them alive to God. Listen again to vv.10-12... That’s why we are bold! 

 
The next verses explain another reason why we’re bold. Paul goes back to that story of the veil Moses wore. 
At first he wore it so the people wouldn’t be afraid of the holy brightness of his face, but then he left it on so 
they wouldn’t see the glow fading. Vv.13-16... 
II. WE CHRISTIANS ARE BOLD BECAUSE WE WANT PEOPLE TO SEE THE GLORY OF CHRIST (3:12-18) 

Paul is saying that the Jewish people keep up this veil charade in their hearts, even to this day, because 
they don’t want to face the fact that the glory of the Law given to Moses has faded away. People 
everywhere—not just Jews—want to believe that they can be good enough—keep enough moral and 
religious rules—to keep God happy. They can’t see that there is no light, no life, in rules-keeping religion. 
The glory is all gone. But they won’t take the veil off to see that. 
A. We are bold because, unlike Moses, we don’t need to worry that the glory of the gospel will fade 

(v.13). The good news of Jesus is timeless. It is always contemporary. It is always fresh. It isn’t just your 
father’s religion. It isn’t for people of one time or a particular culture. Sometimes, deep inside, we 
think, “Well, being a Christian has been great for me but I’m not sure it would work for someone else.” 
No! Don’t cover it up behind a veil. We can bold in talking to people about Jesus because the gospel is 
always, always relevant! It never fades! It always gives life. Jesus really does change lives from the 
inside out. Illus.: I love this picture of an inmate being baptized as a Christian at a prison near Houston, 
TX. Someone, seeing that picture, posted this comment: “I can see Jesus smiling with him.” 

B. We are bold because we ourselves reflect the unfading glory of Christ (vv.16-
18). Look at v.16, “But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken 
away.” When Moses would go into the presence of the Lord, the Bible says 
he’d take off the veil and “catch some rays” of God’s glory. What this verse 
means is that when any of us turns to the Lord—when we put our faith in him 
and begin a relationship with him—we, like Moses, go into God’s presence, take off the veil and let 
God’s glory shine on us.  

Look at v.17: “Now the Lord is the Spirit.” He means the Lord of the Old Testament story is the 
same as the Holy Spirit. “And where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” Freedom from guilt and 
sin, freedom to be alive and righteous.  

Here’s what all that means: Someone who trusts Jesus Christ not only sees God’s good news 
clearly—without a veil blocking their sight—but also, like Moses, they themselves reflect the glory of 
God to others. Look at v.18… That means that when we as Christians look more and 
more at Jesus Christ—in prayer, in Scripture, in the fellowship of his church—we 
actually begin to become more and more like Jesus in character and compassion, in 
wisdom and love. Our faces won’t glow but we will radiate the glory of God 
nonetheless. Illus.: Like this woman worshiping at a service in southern Sudan where 
Christians are terribly persecuted. So Paul is saying that we should be bold enough 
to let people see the beauty of Jesus shining in us. And some people will put their faith in Jesus Christ 
because they want what you have! 

 
Conclusion: 
 Someone has said that “Many a congregation looks and acts like a football huddle: you know that a very 
important conversation is going on, but all you ever see are the behinds.” [#4159] If you are a Christian, would 
you determine to get out of our huddle and be bold in talking about hour hope in Christ? 

If you are not a Christian, could I invite you to believe that Jesus is the source of life and righteousness; 
that he is God’s good news to you. People enter into a relationship with God by (1) asking God to forgive 
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them, in Jesus’ name, for all the ways they have rebelled against him, and (2) by asking Jesus to be your 
master, believing that he will give you everlasting life and a deep, beautiful, growing righteousness. 

Illus.: Two weeks ago a friend of Evy Stamoolis named Jeannie was in line in a Subway restaurant in 
Pennsylvania, where she lives. She started talking to woman she didn't know.  She found out she was from 
Liberia, West Africa. They wound up talking about Christ and when it was time for the woman to go back to 
work, the lady told Jeannie she'd call her the next day.  She did and Jeannie led her to the Lord on the phone. 
 It was like Paul said here, “Whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.” The woman told 
Jeannie she already has told her mother and brother about her new relationship with Jesus.    

So remember: be bold! 


