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Topical DOOR OPENER 2/15/09 

Introduction: 
A. From time to time people talk to me about helping the church do better at evangelism. “What would 

you suggest,” I ask. And the answer has always been the same. Every time. “We could offer a class in 
how to share our faith.” Now I’m all for that. That’s what we’re doing right now in our 9 o’clock hour. 
Good training gives us tools, confidence, motivation and insight for talking to other people about 
Christ. But in my experience —for me, personally—the main problem in evangelism isn’t a lack of skill 
or knowledge. I know how to share my faith if I get the chance. The problem is that I just don’t seem to 
get many chances. It just seems that the door is so rarely open. 

B. Our theme this month is, “You Can Do This!” You can share your faith in Christ effectively with others. 
And if there is one thing that would do more to change our experience than anything else, I believe it 
would be prayer. When we pray persistently for lost people, when we pray that we will be bold and 
bright with the gospel, when we pray for opportunities to share or show the love of Jesus—that is 
when things happen. That is when doors open and people move one step closer to Christ. E. M. 
Bounds, over 100 years ago, put it this way, “Talking to men for God is a great thing, but talking to God 
for men is greater still. He will never talk well and with real success to men for God who has not learned 
well how to talk to God for men.” 

C. This morning I want to talk to you about prayer and evangelism. First... 
 
I. PRAY FOR UNSAVED PEOPLE  

A. This might seem obvious, but actually, it’s not. For one thing, there are virtually no instances in the 
Bible where someone prays for an unbeliever to be saved. Furthermore, there are no explicit 
commands telling us to do so. Then there is the mystery of God’s sovereign election of people to 
salvation and man’s free will. Doesn’t God simply choose who will be saved? And on the other hand, 
can any prayer override someone’s free choice to ignore Christ? But still, I believe we should pray for 
people who are not saved; we should pray that they would come to faith in Jesus Christ.  

B. We should pray because God tells us to bring all our burdens to him, and no burden is greater than the 
salvation of those who are dear to us. How could we not pray for them? The Apostle Paul was deeply 
burdened for his fellow Jews. He wrote to the Romans, “Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God 
for the Israelites is that they may be saved.” [Rom. 10:1]. Illus.: How can the mom I know whose daughter 
has walked deep into a sinful lifestyle not pray for her salvation!? How can a man not pray for his 
unsaved father, or a woman for her brother who is far from God?  

C. And how could God not listen? God urges us again and again to bring our concerns to him, and this is a 
concern that most nearly mirrors God’s own heart, for 2 Pet. 3:9 says, “The Lord ... is patient with you, 
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” Jesus himself said that “The Son 
of Man came to seek and to save what was lost” [Lk 19:10]. Surely when we pray for lost people, there is 
a deep Amen from our Savior! If God likens himself to the father of a prodigal son, a father who sees 
him coming when he is still a long way off, how sympathetic he must be when we lift the names of 
those dear to us who are still prodigals in a far off country, who have not yet “come to their senses. 
Illus.: Susan long had a quote on her desk by Bishop Ryle, “I suspect the child of many prayers is seldom 
cast away.” So she prays, not only for our own son, but for the boy next door, and for others as well. 

D. What’s more, we should pray for unsaved people whom God puts in our path. In this, we are like the 
Good Samaritan. There are people along the way—“harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd”—whose lives intersect with ours somehow, and we dare not pass by them on the other side 
of the road. In Christian love we take responsibility for them. It might be the neighbor you’ve gotten to 
know who is ill, or the girl who always sits alone at lunch, or the guy in your office who is scared to 
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death of losing his job. Pray for those people, and tell them that you are praying for them. Pray for the 
needs they feel, but also for their salvation. 

E. When we pray, we acknowledge that we cannot by our prayers alone assure someone will be saved. 
God does not promise that. But we pray because the Bible teaches us that no one comes to faith in 
Christ unless God makes the first move, so we ask God to move. Jesus said in John 6:44, “No one can 
come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day.” We pray 
that the Father will draw them to salvation. We see the hardness of their hearts, the waywardness, the 
darkness and we do not believe that, left to their own devices, they will ever search for God on their 
own, so we invest ourselves in praying that God, like the shepherd leaving the 99 sheep in the fold to 
find the lost one, will go seeking the one we pray for.  

SUMMARY: So pray for unsaved people—those dear to you, and those whom God brings across your path, 
because only God can draw them to Jesus Christ. And God works when we pray. 

 
II. PRAY THAT GOD WOULD OPEN DOORS FOR OUR MESSAGE  

Illus.: You’ve probably seen the famous painting of Jesus knocking at the door of the heart. It’s based on 
the verse in Rev. 3:20, “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will go in and eat with him, and he with me.” Jesus said that, not to an unbeliever, but to a very 
lukewarm church who didn’t even realize that Jesus was outside their church trying to get back in. I think it 
is fair to see Jesus knocking on the door of an unsaved person’s heart like that, too. Many of you can tell 
how you heard Jesus knocking for a long time before you answered. Rap, rap, rap.... Rap, rap, rap. All they 
need to do is open the door to Jesus. But we don’t realize what’s on the other side of the door! I imagine 
all the furniture shoved up against the door, with Satan leaning on the pile. A voice comes from the other 
room, over the sound of the TV, “Is there someone at the door?” And Satan shouts back, “No, I don’t think 
so. I didn’t hear anything.” The door to the gospel doesn’t open easily.  

Look at Col. 4:2-4... As effective as the Apostle Paul was in telling people about Christ, he was 
dependent on the prayers of his far-away brothers and sisters. Why? 
A. The gospel we seek to share with people is a mystery to them—“the mystery of Christ.” It’s the 

opposite of a murder mystery; it’s a resurrection mystery. Paul tells us exactly what this mystery is 
earlier in Col. 1:25-27... “the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” In 
other words, the mystery is that Jesus can live in us and that is our hope of eternal life with Christ. The 
problem is that people don’t get that. It isn’t just that they don’t understand what we are talking 
about. They often do, but they cannot grasp the inward reality.  

Illus.: A few months ago I listened to the audio version of a fascinating book by A. J. Jacobs, The 
Year of Living Biblically, subtitled, “One Man’s Humble Quest to Follow the Bible as Literally as 
Possible.” Jacobs, a completely nonreligious Jew, decided to spend a year trying to keep every 
command in the Bible. The first two thirds of the year he just focused on the Old Testament. Then he 
came to the New Testament. He realized that keeping the New Testament wasn’t just about keeping 
the rules. He wrote, “For the bona fide literal New Testament experience, I should accept Jesus as Lord. 
But I just can’t do it. I’ve read the New Testament several times, and though I think of Jesus as a great 
man, I don’t come away from the experience accepting him as savior. I’ve had no road-to-Damascus 
moment yet” [p.255]. For all his reading, he doesn’t get “the mystery of Christ.” The only way he ever will 
is if God opens his eyes. The people you know are no different. And that is why we pray. 

B. Paul also asked them, in v.4, to “Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.” The sense is not just 
that he would not mess up the presentation; that his main points would be clear. He is asking that they 
pray that the mystery of Christ would be obvious, that it would come to life. The Message puts it, 
“Pray that every time I open my mouth I’ll be able to make Christ plain as day to them.” Illus.: It’s like 
one of those Magic Eye pictures that you have to stare at just a certain way, and then you see what is 
really there and it is even in 3-D. I can hardly ever see what is really there but someone on one of these 
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websites wrote, “I love magic eyes. But I don't understand why many people have difficulty seeing 
them, or can't see them at all.  For me is second nature.” It’s like that with the gospel. Paul was asking 
for that amazing thing God does when someone hears and grasps the good news that Jesus died and 
rose again to give them new life.  

Illus.: Dave and Patsy Alfors are our missionaries to the Fulani people of the Central African 
Republic. In a recent letter, Patsy wrote, We praise God for the open doors He continues to give among 
the women.  With 5 of these women I have finished telling the main stories of Jesus and they have 
watched the Jesus film.  I’m praying for the right moment, without too many distractions, to ask them 
if they are ready to follow Jesus.  When I went to visit one of these women, Daada L., her married 
daughter was there, so I didn’t feel it was the right time to ask her.  Instead, I told her and her daughter 
the story of Abraham sacrificing his son.  At the end of the story I began to compare Issac with Jesus.  
Daada L. almost interrupted me and said, “It’s just like when Jesus was with his disciples and he took 
the bread and broke it and said, ‘This is my body broken for you.’”  My mouth almost dropped open, as I 
realized that yes, she had heard this story of Jesus breaking the bread, but it is only the Spirit of God 
that could give her that spiritual understanding to make the connection with the story of Issac.  It’s 
exciting to see God at work, preparing the hearts of these women! 

SUMMARY: You don’t have to be a missionary in Africa for that to happen to you. Prayer is what opens doors 
to the gospel. I don’t know why God does it this way, but I know that God works in hearts when we, his 
people, pray persistently for open doors.  

Illus.: Some of you will remember a story I told you about three years ago. The pastor of a church in 
Phoenix asked his members to randomly choose 80 people from the telephone book. He then requested 
daily prayer for each person for 90 days. At the same time, he asked members to choose another 80 
names from the directory, but the second list was simply laid aside and nobody prayed for those people. 
After 90 days, members called all 160 people on the lists, asking them whether they would allow Christians 
to visit them to pray for them.  

According to Al VanderGriend of the American Lighthouse movement, “The amazing result was this: 
only one person on the list of people who did not receive prayer was prepared to allow Christians to visit, 
whereas 69 of the 80 people for whom the church members prayed were prepared to allow Christians to 
visit, and 45 even invited them into their houses, offered coffee and named special prayer requests.” 
[Dangerous Intersections, p.125; also in Ills] 

Prayer is what opens the doors of hearts to Christ. When we pray persistently and lovingly for open 
doors, God will open them. 

 
Conclusion 
 So once again this morning, I’m urging us all to refresh our “List of 5”. I’d like you to write down the names 
of five people you see regularly—people who live in this area who do not know Christ. You can certainly pray 
for them, but what you are especially to pray for is that God would open a door for you to share or show the 
love of Christ. I confess that I have a tough time remembering to do this so I’m not just preaching to the choir, 
I’m preaching to the preacher.  
 I urge you come tonight to our Concert of Prayer, because we will pray together for lost people and for 
open doors.  
 We must do something here at VCL to see people come to Christ, and the first order of business is to pray 
for open doors so people might grasp “the mystery of Christ.” 

 


