Matt. 9 IN JEsus’ FOOTSTEPS 2/1/09
Introduction:

A.

It hit me afresh a couple months ago. | was watching an amazing video clip of an Iranian-born man who
had been a passionate and militant Muslim, eventually trained by Hezbollah. Then on a trip to Malaysia
he was arrested and jailed. So he taught Islam to other prisoners. He read the Koran, cover to cover,
every 10 days! He developed extraordinary dark spiritual powers—to inflict curses on people, to see
what was happening in other rooms.

But then one day he had a terrifying experience of Satan coming for him. Without really knowing
why, he cried out, “Jesus, if you are true, show me yourself.” And before he finished his sentence,
everything was back to normal. “That was not my conversion,” the man said. “That was the beginning
of my confusion.” He kept asking himself, “Why would Jesus help a Muslim?”

For two weeks he fasted and prayed, asking God, “What is the way you want me to follow.” But no
answer came. Then, just when he decided to give up and go his own way, the presence of God filled his
cell, confronting him with God’s holiness and giving him a crushing sense of guilt. He was sure he
would die. Over and over he cried, “God forgive me. God forgive me. God forgive me.” And then he felt
a touch on his shoulder and heard, “I forgive you.” And in that instant he said, “I physically felt
forgiven.” But then his problem was that the Koran never tells anyone that they can know they are
forgiven till they die. “Who is this God who forgives now? Who are you?” And the voice replied, “/ am
the Way, the Truth and the Life.” He didn’t recognize those words so he said, “What is your name?”
and the reply came, “Jesus Christ.”

The man in the video wept when he said, “Eighteen years have passed but | still can’t forget his
/OVE, his mercy... lam forgiven!” [http://www.muslimjourneytohope.com/watch.asp #47]

The thing that hit me when | saw that was, Jesus really does change lives! I've been a Christian since |
was a little boy and | forget that sometimes. They don’t just reform, or turn over a new leaf. They are
born... again. Maybe, if we really grasped how true it is that Jesus really does change lives we would be
more eager to share our faith.

We have heard the stories from Matt. 9 of how Jesus changed lives when he was here on earth. A
paralytic man healed, a conniving tax man changed, a woman cured, a little girl raised from the dead,
blind men see, a demonized man set free. Jesus surely changed those lives! But now? Please open your
Bibles to Matt. 9:35ff. To begin with, let’s be clear what Jesus offers to people: v.35...

. STILLTODAY, JESUS OFFERS PEOPLE “GOOD NEWS OF THE KINGDOM AND HEALING” (9:35)

A.

“Good news of the kingdom.” People today, especially younger people, want to do something about
AIDS, poverty, injustice, caring for the planet. The “good news of the kingdom” offers them that
possibility. Here's a reason to get up in the morning. Here’s the hope that we really can change our
world. But not only that, God’s kingdom can begin in me, in each person. God can bring order and
authority and righteousness into our rebel hearts and relationships. And we have God’s own
assurance—good news on good authority—that we will eventually be part of a recreated world where
everything is set right, where all evil is banished and where God reigns among us.
But as good as that news is, it isn’t enough to heal sick people. Even good news of God’s kingdom can’t
make a paralytic walk or a dead girl sit up. So people also need healing. These stories of physical
healing accomplish a couple of things for us. One is that they were given as proof that Jesus was, in
fact, the Messiah God had promised. They were signs not to be ignored, intended to give solid reasons
for faith. But they are also parables of a sort—true stories that mean more than meets the eye. Let me
show you.

Look at Matt 9:2-7... That’s a kind of true story parable. No one looked at that poor paralyzed man
and thought, “ RAat guy needs his sins forgiven.” They thought, “That guy needs to be well.” But Jesus
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saw in the sick man a sinner needing forgiveness. Forgiving his sins is how Jesus made him well and
good.

The very next story is about Matthew, a very secular, hard-hearted, double-dealing tax collector
who would later become the author of this book. Jesus invites Matthew to follow him and then goes to
dinner with Matthew and his not-so-nice friends. V.11-12... This is the opposite of the story before. No
one looked at Matthew and thought, “ T hgay needs to be healed.” They thought, “That man needs
to be good.” But Jesus saw a sick man needing a doctor. Forgiving his sins is how Jesus made him well
and good. Sin is our worst sickness. Sin is what Jesus must heal if lives are to be changed.

SUMMARY: Jesus still changes lives by offering these same two things to people: good news of the kingdom
of God, and healing for the deepest disease of the heart—their sin.

But why? Why does Jesus do these things? V.36...
Il. JESUS OFFERS “GOOD NEWS OF THE KINGDOM AND HEALING” BECAUSE HE HAS COMPASSION FOR HARASSED AND HELPLESS

PEOPLE (9:36)

A. The word ‘harassed’ means ‘bothered and bullied’ and ‘helpless’ is the picture of someone who has
been struck down—mugged—and can no longer help themselves. That’s how Jesus sees people—
bullied and beaten down, cornered on one of life’s dark streets by a surly gang of trouble, shoving the
victim back and forth, taunting, terrorizing, till finally their quarry falls under the blows, left for dead in
life’s alley.

B. Jesus’ heart goes out to people like that. “He had compassion on them.” To him, they are “like sheep
without a shepherd.” He sees the dulled eyes of their souls, like children starving on the inside. He sees
the bewildered frustration when people realize deep inside that the ladder they’ve worked so hard to
climb is leaning on the wrong wall, that all they’ve accumulated won’t buy them so much as a loaf for
the soul. Jesus cares when someone realizes he’s terrible at marriage or she’s an awful parent. He sees
people who have never once known the joy of singing to the Lord, or of having a prayer answered, or
of going to sleep sure of eternity, or of guilt washed away. And his heart goes out to them.

IIl. BECAUSE JESUS HAS COMPASSION ON HARASSED AND HELPLESS PEOPLE, HE ENLISTS HIS DISCIPLES—USs! (9:37-38; 10:1)

He expects three things of us:

A. Jesus expects us to see people as he does. lllus.: Dr. D. A. Carson tells about the time years ago when
he and a friend were going to the beach for some much-needed peace and quiet, but when they got
there they found a horde of high school kids celebrating graduation with lots of beer, loud music and,
shall we say, public displays of affection. He writes, “Deeply disappointed that my evening’s relaxation
was being shattered by a raucous party, | was getting ready to cover my disappointment by moral
outrage. | turned to Ken to unload the venom but stopped as | saw him staring at the scene with a
faraway look in his eyes. And then he said, rather softly, ‘High school kids—what a mission field!"” [p.110]
That guy saw people with the compassion of Christ. That is how we are to see the people at school, in
the neighborhood, at work, at the health club and coffee shop. Like Philo said, “Be kind, for every
person you meet i s Seethanlwithilesugfeyes! gr eat battl e.

B. Jesus expects us to pray for workers (vv.37-38). It doesn’t seem to us that the need is more harvesters.
It seems that the need is a field to harvest. It always seems like there really aren’t people interested in
the gospel; there really aren’t people who want to even think much about Jesus, at least around here.

But Jesus doesn’t see it that way, and Jesus sees things the way they are. He commands us to pray
for more harvesters. | think that means, first, that God helps us realize that we are harvesters. “Lord,”
we must pray, “help us to see ourselves as people called and capable of harvesting harassed and
helpless people.” Secondly, it means that we pray that God would get us harvesters out into the field
that is ripe and ready. “Send” might be too genteel a translation here—“Send out workers.” The Gr.
word means ‘thrust, shove, push.” We pray this, “Lord, shove workers into the harvest,” and God comes
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up behind some nonchalant harvester strolling along next to the field. God puts his hand in the small of
the harvester’s back and gives him a hard push toward the field—the kind of shove that snaps your
head back and leaves you stumbling till your feet catch up to your belt. Frankly, it isn’t enough for us
to have God’s command; we need God’s push. So we pray, for our own good, and for each other’s.
The Lord tells us to pray for workers so we must!

C. Listen to how The Message captures the transition from 9:38 to 10:1: “’What a huge harvest!’ [Jesus]
said to his disciples. ‘How few workers! On your knees and pray for harvest hands!” The prayer was no
sooner prayed than it was answered. Jesus called twelve of his followers and sent them into the ripe
fields.” Jesus expects us to be those harvest workers (10:1; Matt. 28:19-20). Like Jesus, we look
especially for harassed and helpless people and then we graciously and kindly offer what Jesus
offered— “good news of the kingdom and healing” for their hearts.

Conclusion

We've titled this month’s series of sermons, “You Can Do This!” You and | really can be Jesus’ harvest
workers, agents of grace. We can carry the compassion of Jesus for harassed and helpless people, and bring to
them to Jesus to be healed.

But we must start by remembering this: Jesus really does change people’s lives. There’s a great line in
v.33: “The crowd was amazed and said, ‘Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.”” Not here in
Lincolnshire, either! This morning | want you to hear two stories from our own congregation that remind us
that Jesus is still changing lives: Widia Viti and Doug Becker.




