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John 16:16-30 BETTER THAN CHRISTMAS 3/23/08 

 

Introduction: 

A. Illus.: Awhile back someone dear to me gave me this little cross, adorned with roses. It bears the 

inscription, “Hope raises no dust.” I looked at that awhile, trying to penetrate the 

mystery—trying to not look stupid. But finally I had to ask, “What in the world does that 

mean?” It’s on a cross—it must mean something! What do you think it means? I decided 

to find out about this, so I Googled that quote, “Hope raises no dust.” I found out it was 

uttered by a French poet whose penname was Paul Éluard, who was into Dadaism. So I 

looked that up, and found, “The Dada movement tried to express the negation of all current aesthetic 

and social values, and frequently used deliberately incomprehensible artistic and literary methods.” 

Then I read some of Éluard’s other famous quotes: “Elephants are contagious.” “Earth is blue like an 

orange.” And that brings me back to “Hope raises no dust.” Everyone believes hope is vital to people, 

but most folks’ hope is about as vague as that slogan.  

B. Christians believe hope is historical, that hope is personal, that hope stands in front of the empty grave 

of Jesus and preaches, “You, too, can live as Jesus does!” A friend of mine said to me the other day, “I 

don‟t get why there‟s so much hoopla at Christmas but so little at Easter. Easter is way better than 

Christmas!” A friend told me he had read the suggestion that we should celebrate the resurrection for all 

of Lent to do it justice. 

C. Turn to John 16:16-30. These are very nearly Jesus’ last words to his disciples. In an hour or two after 

saying them, he was arrested. Less than 24 hours later, he was dead. In this passage we join some very 

confused disciples as Jesus unwraps for them the shroud covering the mysterious plan of God. Chaps. 

14-16 have all been Jesus’ last words and as you’ll see, his disciples were getting more confused by the 

minute. Listen to vv.16-19... What?? 

 

I. GOD LONG KEPT HIS GREATEST PLAN WRAPPED IN MYSTERY (16:16-19) 

This wasn’t the first time disciples had been confused. In fact, every now and then throughout all God’s 

revelation to his people, he had said things that people couldn’t make sense of. 

A. The Old Testament said some very important things that people didn’t really understand. Like the time 

King David wrote in Ps. 110:1, “The LORD [Jehovah] says to my Lord: „Sit at my right hand until I make 

your enemies a footstool for your feet.‟” If David, the writer, is the king—the lord—who are these other 

two Lords? Or the time he wrote, “The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.” What’s 

that about?? Or how about when Isaiah the prophet said in Is. 53 of God’s servant that “the LORD has 

laid on him the iniquity of us all.” Who was he talking about? Or when the prophet Jeremiah predicted a 

day when God would create a New Covenant and write it on hearts rather than writing it on stone. Peter 

says that the prophets themselves “searched intently and with greatest care” to try to figure these things 

out but couldn’t. They realized that they were serving future readers, not themselves.  

B. Not only was the Old Testament cryptic, sometimes so was Jesus himself. Like the one that befuddled 

Nicodemus, one of the Jew’s best and noblest thinkers, in John 3:3, “I tell you the truth, no one can see 

the kingdom of God unless he is born again.” Or John 6:54: “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my 

blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.” Or John 12:24, “I tell you the truth, 

unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it 

produces many seeds.” Just in these last words he had said, “Don‟t you believe that I am in the Father 

and the Father is in me? He said he was sending “another Comforter”. Who is that?? And now this: “In 

a little while you won‟t see... you will see me. I‟m going to the Father.”But the time for mystery was 

almost over. Vv.20-22... 

 

II. WHO COULD’VE IMAGINED THAT DEATH WOULD GIVE BIRTH TO LIFE? (16:20-22) 

After all this mystery, in v.20 Jesus begins to explain in plain language what he meant. Notice that he begins 

v.20 with the words, “I tell you the truth,” or “Truly, truly.” It was a signal that he was about to make a 

very significant statement: v.20... 
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A. When Jesus said, “In a little while you will not see me” he meant he was going to die and they were 

going to grieve deeply. There wasn’t going to be a last minute happy ending here. No escape. So they’d 

better brace themselves.  

B. To make matters worse, while Jesus’ disciples grieved the world rejoiced. The world, in killing Jesus 

Christ, assumed it had thrown off God’s yoke, a cosmic coup d’état, and they rejoiced.  

That only added to the disciples’ grief, for Jesus was not only dead, he was defeated. All he had 

promised appeared to be in ashes. Would there be no new Kingdom of God? In the end, would the lion 

eat the lamb? Would there be no banquet for the faithful in the halls of heaven? For men and women 

who had become convinced that Jesus was God’s long-promised Messiah could there be any grief so 

great as this!?  

C. Yet even while the devils danced, and Jesus’ murderers mocked him on the cross, the debts of sinners 

were being quietly paid in full, and Satan’s keys to the dungeons of death were being deftly lifted from 

his belt. The grief of that dark hour would turn out to be fundamentally different than anyone could 

expect. When Jesus was lifted from the cross and buried in Joseph’s tomb, those who loved him sobbed, 

hearts heavy with what-might-have-been and what-will-we-do-now and who-will-ever-love-us-like-he-

did. But Jesus is telling them here that his death would have more in common with a delivery room 

than a dead man’s tomb. Vv.21-22...  

Jesus’ resurrection really was like a birth—the birth of a new kind of immortal human being. When 

Jesus rose from the dead he became the Second Adam. The human race started all over again. The first 

Adam came to life when God breathed his life into a clay man. The Second Adam came to life 

when God breathed into a dead man—his own Son. When first-Adam people like us put their faith in 

the Second Adam, the seed of immortality is implanted in them. God’s own Holy Spirit—God’s 

Breath—is breathed into us, just as it was into Jesus as his dead body lay in the tomb. That’s why Jesus 

said his death would really be a birth, and the grief over him would turn out to have a lot more in 

common with labor pains than funeral sobs.  

D. What’s more, Jesus promised them that this birth-joy would last. “No one will take away your joy,” he 

said (v.22). He had told them what we all know now—that in this world they would have trouble and 

that the world would hate them as it hated him. Christians suffer as much as anyone, and sometimes 

more. There are terrors and tears, and yet there is that joy like a well deep within us. Illus.: Early in his 

career, the great American playwright, Eugene O'Neill, wrote an imaginative play called “Lazarus 

Laughed” about Lazarus's life after Jesus raised him from the dead.  Near the beginning of the play, 

guests from Bethany are gathering for a banquet in Lazarus's honor. They are all desperate to hear what 

Lazarus has to say about his experience.  One guest says, “The whole look of his face has changed.  He 

is like a stranger from a far land.  There is no longer any sorrow in his eyes.  They must have forgotten 

sorrow in the grave.”  Another guest, one who had helped roll the tombstone aside, recalls the scene 

after Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead: “And then Lazarus knelt and kissed Jesus' feet and both of 

them smiled and Jesus blessed him and called him 'My Brother' and went away; and Lazarus, looking 

after Him, began to laugh softly like a man in love with God. Such a laugh I never heard!  It made my 

ears drunk!  It was like wine!  And though I was half-dead with fright I found myself laughing, too.”  [Act 

1, Scene 1] Like Lazarus, we know we will face the grave, but now we face it with joy, “laughing softly like 

a man in love with God.” 

 

III. NOW THAT WE UNDERSTAND GOD’S MYSTERY, CHRISTIANS HAVE JOY THAT NO ONE CAN TAKE AWAY 

(16:23-30) 

Back in Jn 15: 15 Jesus had said, “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 

master‟s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have 

made known to you.” The problem was that they didn’t always understand what he “had made known”. 

Now notice two statements in chap. 16. V.23a: “in that day you will no longer ask me anything.” And v.25, 

“Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of language 

but will tell you plainly about my Father.” Did you notice the phrases, ñin that dayò and ñthe time is 
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comingò? That is the time we’re living in—the time after Jesus rose from the dead, ascended into heaven 

and sent the Holy Spirit. So here’s the first reason why we have joy that no one can take away: 

A. We understand God’s great plan and are caught up in it. The mystery veiled in those Old Testament 

passages and in Jesus’ own teaching needed a key. Illus.: Do you remember reading about the Rosetta 

Stone? It was a stone bearing the same text written in three languages. Before its discovery in 1799 no 

one could read ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics, but then they found this stone with 

hieroglyphics and Greek, which they could read. The three languages were saying the 

same thing, so by reading the Greek they could figure out what the hieroglyphics were 

saying, and the mysterious language was unlocked. The death, resurrection and 

ascension of Jesus together are the Rosetta Stone that unlock the mystery of God’s timeless plan 

for saving sinners from judgment and giving them life forever instead of death forever.  

Now we understand what all those Old Testament symbols pointed to—the tabernacle and the 

sacrifices, the priests and kings. Now we understand that God is a triune God, that the Messiah didn’t 

come just to save a nation but to save souls. Now we understand that God’s blessing on his people 

would not be only a land restored, but peace deep-set in hearts and a life with God in heaven forever. 

Now we understand that the Lord’s King is the Lord himself, reigning as David’s heir from God’s own 

throne. Now we understand that God’s people are not only Jews, but all who put their faith in him—that 

God’s nation is drawn from every nation and people and tongue. Now we understand that God’s plan 

had always been for the Messiah to come twice—once incognito in the humblest way to redeem sinners 

and then a second time in trumpeted glory, to receive those who have trusted in him. Now we 

understand that the great mystery of God comes down to this: Christ in you, the hope of glory!” 

And then Jesus tells us about another reason our joy cannot be taken away... 

B. We know the heavenly Father and live in the grip of his love. Listen for that as I read vv.23-30... God 

has always loved people—even the most wicked people—but he loved them too much to get too close. 

A holy God is not safe for sin-tainted mortals. Remember the Jewish  tabernacle? Its courtyards and 

rooms were like a series of vapor locks, keeping the holy presence of God from 

sinful people—even his chosen people—lest they be destroyed. In love, God kept 

his distance. But do you remember how Matthew tells us that when Jesus died, 

at that very moment the great curtain in the Temple was torn from top to bottom? 

Access to God was no longer dangerous. Now the Bible tells us in Heb. 4:16, “Let us then approach the 

throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of 

need.” Jesus points to three things we can experience: 

1. “My Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.” He reiterates that several ways, doesn’t 

he? Notice, first, the importance of Jesus’ name to this promise. This means that our relationship 

with Jesus is what opens the door to the Father’s heart. It is as if we say to God in our prayers, 

“Jesus told me to come to you.” Old John Calvin put it this way: “We have the heart of God as 

soon as we place before him the name of his son.”  

But there’s also this: now we come to the Father having the heart of Jesus ourselves. By 

giving us the Holy Spirit, Jesus has given us, in effect, his heart—his mind. When we take up the 

Bible and listen to the Spirit within us, we begin to talk to the Father as Jesus himself did. We ask 

what Jesus would ask for our spiritual life and health. We ask what Jesus would ask so we can do his 

kind of works in this world. And most of all, we ask to know the Father, for that is always Jesus’ 

greatest delight.  

Only the spiritual fool reads these promises and sees dollar signs and candy stores. If Jesus is 

alive within us, we know that it cheapens this promise to ask for wealth or comforts. Illus.: My 

father died nearly 22 years ago. Sometimes I imagine having one more day with him. Do you think 

that if that happened, I’d waste any time asking if he could pull some strings for me? If he could slip 

me some cash? No, of course not! I’d want to just hear his voice again, hear him laugh, ask him 

questions about his life I never got to ask, tell him all that he has done for me that I never got a 

chance to tell him, feel his hand on my shoulder. I’d be a fool to ask anything less. How much more 

when we come to our heavenly Father! Now look at vv.26-27... 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egyptian_hieroglyphs
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2. “The Father himself loves you” (vv.26-27). Jesus’ point is that we can experience the Father’s love. 

Philip Yancey writes, “Novelist Reynolds Price said there is one sentence all humankind craves to 

hear: „The Maker of all things loves and wants me.‟ That is the sentence Jesus proclaimed, loud and 

sweet as thunder.” [The Bible Jesus Read, p. 206]  It is Jesus who gives us that relationship with the heavenly 

Father we all yearn to have. Our faith in Christ, our love for him, transforms us from sin-stain 

mortals unsafe too near to God, to thoroughly forgiven immortals bold enough to call God Papa.  

Illus.: I think it is a good time to tell again one of my favorite stories. I got it from a book by 

Brennan Manning. He writes: 

Several years ago, Edward Farrell of Detroit took his two-week vacation to Ireland to celebrate 
his favorite uncle's eightieth birthday.  On the morning of the great day, Ed and his uncle got up 
before dawn, dressed in silence, and went for a walk along the shores of Lake Killarney.  Just as the 
sun rose, his uncle turned and stared straight at the rising orb.  Ed stood beside him for twenty 
minutes with not a single word exchanged.  Then the elderly uncle began to skip along the 
shoreline, a radiant smile on his face. "After catching up with him, Ed commented, 'Uncle Seamus, 
you look very happy.  Do you want to tell my why?' 

"'Yes, lad,' the old man said, tears washing down his face.  'You see, the Father is fond of me.  
Ah, me father is so very fond of me.'" [Wisdom of Tenderness, pp.25-26] 

 

Conclusion 

 Hope need not be vague. Hope doesn’t stand very long on platitudes and wishes. Hope was birthed through 

the grief of Jesus’ death and the joy of his resurrection. Hope is God’s gift to sinners, a mystery long shrouded, 

now clear. “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 

 You get this hope by putting your faith in Jesus as the Savior God has provided. When we trust Jesus to save 

us from our sin and judgment, God implants within us his own breath, the surety of immortality, he teaches the 

truth about God’s great plans for people, and he draws up into the love of the Father. Wouldn’t Easter be a 

wonderful day for you to finally lay hold of this hope for yourself? Right now, turn your back on your old way 

of living for yourself and marginalizing God, and put your faith in Jesus as the one who can forgive your sin, 

make you immortal, and draw you up into the love of the heavenly Father. 


