John 16:12-15 THE OTHER TRIUMPHAL ENTRY 3/16/08

Introduction:

A. lllus.: Did you ever see the movie, The Terminal? Tom Hanks stars as this guy named Victor from a
country called Krakozia who gets stuck in a New York airport when his country is taken over by rebels.
The immigration officer explains the problem to him: “So all flights in and out of your country have
been suspended indefinitely and the new government has sealed all the borders, which means that your
passport and visa are no longer valid, so currently, you are a citizen of nowhere.”" Victor isn’t
following.

Officer Mulroy chimes in: "Now even if we could get your new papers, we couldn't process them
until the United States recognizes your country's new diplomatic reclassification." Victor looks blank.

And the first man says, "You don't qualify for asylum, refugee status, temporary protective status,
humanitarian parole, or non-immigration work, travel or diplomatic visas; you don't qualify for any of
these things. You are, at this time, simply... unacceptable.”

"Unacceptable?" Victor asks, struggling to understand.

"Unacceptable,” the officer replies.

B. Jesus says that is something of the Christian dilemma in this world. We don’t belong. In fact, we’re not
wanted. On Jesus last night with his disciples this is what he said: Jn 15:18-19... It isn’t that every
person in the world hates Christians, but that the world system is utterly opposed to what Jesus demands,
and thus, just as opposed to those who follow him.

C. Well, maybe we can just lay low. Mind our own business. Stay out of trouble. But Jesus says next, in
vv.7-11, that he is going to send his Holy Spirit to us and through us, he is going to confront the world...

D. Most of us, if we think about this, might say, “You know, I'm not the convicting type. I’'m not sure I'd
know how to get anyone to see their guilt before God.” So what Jesus says next is vital to us. In vv.12-
15 Jesus tells us how he will equip us to face a world where we are unacceptable. Vv.12-15... The
Holy Spirit equips us in two ways so that he can work through us to show the world their need of Christ.

I. THE HOLY SPIRIT GUIDES JESUS’ DISCIPLES INTO TRUTH (16:12-13)

A. The world does not know what is ultimately true. Look at Jesus’ exchange with Pilate in Jn 18:33-38...
Pilate spoke for the world. Consider one example. Illus.: The 1996 bestseller Conversations with God
has sold over 2.5 million copies. The author, Neale Donald Walsch, says that one day he simply started
writing down his direct conversations with God. Actually, he says that in answer to a cry for help God
actually seized his hand and pen and started writing. Like this, for example...

God: | cannot tell you My Truth until you stop telling Me yours.

Walsch: But my truth about God comes from You.

God: Who said so?

Walsch: Others.

God: What others?

Walsch: Leaders. Ministers. Rabbis. Priests. Books. The, Bibleeaven's sake!

God: Those are not authoritative sources.

Walsch: They aren't?

God: No.

Walsch: Then what is?

God: Listen to your feelings. Listen to your Highest Thoughts. Listen to your experience. Whenever

any one of these differ from what youmeen told by your teachers, or read in ydusoks, forget

the words.[pT.com]

Now Walsch has a boatload of “conversation with God” books—even wedding vows he says are straight

from God, which he may have need of, since he’s been married five times!

A. Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit—the Spirit of Truth—to guide his disciples into all truth.




1. The word ‘guide’ literally means something like ‘way-show-er’. Jesus said earlier in this same talk,
inv.14:6, “I am the way, and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
Now here Jesus says that the Spirit is the Way-show-er. The Spirit will show Jesus’ disciples the way
into the truth about Jesus—what to make of it. There is truth, and there is understanding. Jesus
was the Truth. The Holy Spirit assured understanding.

2. Jesus is speaking to his apostles. As the eyewitnesses and ear-witnesses to Jesus they would be
responsible for passing on to all would come after the truth about Jesus. But they were overwhelmed
at the moment (v.12). So Jesus promises that the Spirit would come when he was gone and help
them put all the pieces together. He had already told them something similar in 14:26...

3. The Holy Spirit would come to them and remind them of exactly what Jesus had said and done, and
even guide them in the way to arrange the material they had. He would help them edit for as John
would say at the end of this book, “Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were
written down, | suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be
written.” [21:25] The product of this guidance is what we find in the four gospels of the New
Testament, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

4. What’s more, the Spirit would guide them into the truth about what it all meant. That is primarily
what we find in Acts and all the letters that make up the rest of the New Testament. For example, a
few years ago at Lent I preached through the last hours of Jesus’ life as recorded by Matthew. The
details were rich and meaningful, but I also had to go to the epistles—Ilike Romans or Hebrews—to
explain what all that Matthew described meant. Peter, one of those eyewitnesses, wrote in his second
letter how he knew his time was almost up. Listen to 2 Pet. 1:15-20...

. Look again at v.13b: “He will not speak on his own, he will speak only what he hears.” | wonder if the

disciples, grieving that Jesus would leave them, were thinking, “We don 't want anyone else to teach us.

We want you to teach us. You 're the one we trust.” But here Jesus tells them that they can be certain that

the Spirit who “carried them along” in their writing of the Jesus’ story was telling them exactly—

precisely—what Jesus himself would say to them. Word for word. After all, the Holy Spirit is the Spirit
of Truth and also the Spirit of Jesus. Having the Spirit guide them was precisely the same as having

Jesus guide them.

. The end of v.13 says, “He will tell you what is yet to come.” The Holy Spirit would not only remind

them of what Jesus had said and what it meant, he would not only show them the entire Old Testament

through Jesus glasses, but he would also show them the entire forward sweep of God’s plan for the
world. The Spirit would help them make sense of the cross and the resurrection. He would enable the

New Testament writers to draw out all the truth—all the meaning—of those cataclysmic events. Then

the Spirit would show them the role of Christ’s church. He would teach them that Jesus’ disciples, filled

with Jesus’ own Spirit, are now Jesus’ body in the world. He would tell them of the spread of the good
news to all the world—news that is cross-cultural, life-giving news for people of every language and
nation, every time and place. And finally the Spirit would come to this same writer, John, one more
time. He would be an old man, exiled to Patmos, a barren, thirsty island in the Aegean Sea. There, high
up on the mountainside, there is still a cave cupped into the stone—about 10 ft high, maybe 12’ deep,
and 18’ long—and this is what happened: Rev. 1:9-11, “I, John, your brother and companion in the
suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos

because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and 1

heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to

the seven churches...” And just as Jesus promised, the Spirit of Truth, according to Rev. 1:1, “show/ed]
his servants what must soon take place.”

. This is why our Bible is so precious. This is why we are people of this book. This is why we study it and

love it. It is the God-breathed written record of God’s own Truth seen through the amazing lenses of

Jesus Christ. In this book are the Words of Life, Truth with a capital T; Truth that is bread for the

hungry, water for the thirsty and wine to make us glad. This Word is light in the darkness and a sword

cutting through the darkness with truth. Here is Truth with the pulse and breath of God.
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E. So if we are to impact the world that finds us unacceptable, we need to be immersed in the Truth, and
we find that Truth in this book. When we take up this book and study it the Spirit of Truth comes to us
and brings it to life in us. And that is what the world will face. Paul even says that the Spirit of God can
give us “the mind of Christ!” My old book-teacher, Alexander Maclaren, wrote, “Use the Book [God’s
Spirit] uses, else you will not grow, and he will have no means of contact with you.” The late Francis
Schaeffer, who was unusually skilled at addressing the world, said of the Bible, “I don't love this book
because it has a leather cover and golden edges. | don't love it as a 'holy book." | love it because it is
God's book. Through it, the Creator of the universe has told us who he is, how to come to him through
Christ, who we are, and what all reality is. Without the Bible we wouldn't have anything. It may sound
melodramatic, but sometimes in the morning I reach for my Bible and just pat it. I am so thankful for it.
If the God who is there had created the earth and then remained silent, we wouldn't know who he is. But
the Bible reveals the God who is there; that's why I love it.”

I1. THE HOLY SPIRIT SHOWS US HOW BEAUTIFUL AND WONDERFUL JESUS CHRIST IS (16:14-15)

A. The Holy Spirit always glorifies Jesus (v.14a). That means he shows how beautiful and wonderful Jesus
iS. He puts Jesus on display, in bright lights. Illus.: We’re bombarded by people trying to glorify
political candidates right now. To do that they must plump up the person’s positives and try to downplay
his or her negatives. In other words, if you want to glorify a person, you have to fiddle with the truth.
Not so with Jesus. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth. He isn’t an ad man, he isn’t a p.r. guy or a press
agent. He is a Truth teller. But that’s perfect—because all that is needed to show how beautiful and
majestic Jesus is is to tell the truth.

B. Jesus says in v.14, “He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.’
In other words, the Holy Spirit shows us Jesus’ beauty by simply showing us Jesus—by taking what
Jesus is and making that clear to us. He points us to the symbols of Jesus—the Passover lamb or the
pillar of fire, the good shepherd or the Lion of the tribe of Judah—and he says, “Isn’t Jesus
wonderful!? "He points to the stories of Jesus—his birth in a manger, his healing of the lame, the
children on his lap, the feeding of 5000 people, walking on water, raising the dead, and the Spirit says,
first, do you see all that those stories mean!? And then when the lights go on, he says, “Isn’t Jesus
wonderful!?”’ He points us to the cross and then to the empty grave, with Jesus standing in an
immortal body beside it, and he says, “Let me show you what this means” and he takes us to Romans or
Ephesians or Hebrews or Revelation, and we read till the lights go on and our eyes and hearts pop. And
then the Spirit says, “Isn’t Jesus wonderful!?”

C. Yet there’s more. Look at v.15: “All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will
take from what is mine and make it known to you.” \What that means is, when the Holy Spirit shows us
Jesus, he is also showing us God himself. Paul, under the inspiration of the Spirit, wrote in Col. 1:15-20
that Jesus “is the image of the invisible God... for God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,
and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.”

D. Can you see how Christians, captivated by the beauty and majesty of Jesus Christ, might impact the
world around them? That is what Jesus has in mind. Let the Holy Spirit show you how wonderful Christ
is, and then go out and face the world. Spend time in this book till you not only understand the truth, but
marvel at it; till you sing for the beauty of Jesus, till your heart is glad. Illus.: The other day | went over
to Einsteins for a late lunch. | was alone in the place when a young fellow walked in. I tell you, the
minute | saw him smiling as he walked toward the counter, | thought, “That guy loves Jesus.” Sure
enough, after he got his sandwich he sat down and pulled out a Bible. | went over and struck up a
conversation. I didn’t introduce myself at first, just asked what he was reading. He immediately began to
tell me his story. He was from the area, went off to college and came back to work. After a year or so, he
realized that climbing the corporate ladder was not the point of life. “So there on my bed in my room I
just asked Jesus to come inzo my life.” | could see it in his smile. The Holy Spirit has shown that young
man the glory of Jesus, and wherever he goes in this world that finds Christians unacceptable, he gets
peoples’ attention.
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Conclusion

Today is Palm Sunday, the day we remember how Jesus rode into Jerusalem to the cheers and praises of the
city. But it was a hollow celebration. The people didn’t realize who Jesus really was, nor that he would die for
their sins and rise to life again. In the end, Jesus was unacceptable.

But what Jesus promised his disciples was the other triumphal entry—when the Holy Spirit of God opens
blind eyes to see the beauty and majesty of Jesus, when Jesus makes his way, humble and gentle, into our hearts
and we sing our praises to him, “Blessed is he who comes into my heart in the name of the Lord!”



