John 16:5-11 PRESSING CHARGES 3/9/08

Introduction:

A. lllus.: H. G. Wells wrote a short story called “The Country of the Blind” about an inaccessible,
luxurious valley in Ecuador where, due to a strange disease, everyone was blind. After 15 generations of
this blindness—till there was no recollection of sight or color or the outside world at all—a man from
the outside, a man who could see, literally fell into their midst. He had fallen off a high cliff and
survived, only to stumble into their forgotten country.

When he realized that everyone else was blind he remembered the old adage, “In the Country of the

Blind the One-Eyed Man is King.” Wells wrote,

He tried at first on sever al 0C paevipdres 't dhet e
“"There are things you do not wunderstand i n me
they sat with faces downcast and ears turned intelligently towards him, and he did his best to tell
them what it was to see.

But they never believed him. They thought he was crazy. A doctor said,

“And | think | may say with reasonable certainty that, in order to cure him complete, all that we
need to do is a simple and easy surgical operatimmely, to remove these irritatodies’ [His
eyes!]

“And then he wil!]l be sane?”

“Then he will be perfectysarend a qui te admirable citizen.

“Thank HeavegaddldYacats ci ence! ”

The man had fallen in love with Yacob’s daughter, but he could not marry her unless he submitted to

the operation that would blind him. What would he do? Wells wrote,

He had fully meant to go to a lonely place where the meadows were beautiful with vaintigsus,
and there remain until the hour of his sacrifice should come, but as he walked he lifted up his eyes a
saw the morning, the morning like an angel in golden armour, marching down the steeps. . ..

It seemed to him that before this splendourdral this blind world in the valley, and his love and
all, were no more than a pit of sin.

And the man who could see escaped the country of the blind with his life. www.online-literature.com/wellshg/3/]

B. That is the country we live in—the country of the blind, proud of its science, sure of its health. It is not
only pitiful, it is dangerous. Jesus said, “Men love darkness rather than light because their deeds are
evil.” And he called the religious leaders, “Blind guides” and “blind fools.” In his last words to his
disciples before going to the cross, Jesus warned them of the hostility they would face—as he had—in
this blind world. Last Sunday we read John 15:18-19... He added in v.25, “But this is to fulfill what is
written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’” The thought of facing this blind world without
Jesus grieved the disciples, naturally, but that’s when he told them good news. Listen to John 16:5-11.
Rather than pulling his beloved people out of this world, Jesus sent his own Spirit to convince this
world of its blindness.

I. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS IN US TO CONVINCE THE WORLD OF ITS BLINDNESS (16:8-11)

A. H. G. Wells’ story underscores something about blindness. If it is all you know, and all that the people
around you know, you think it is normal. You don’t think there is anything wrong with you. The man in
his story couldn’t convince them that they were missing anything. And we’d be in the same fix without
the Holy Spirit.

B. The Holy Spirit was sent to convict the world of its blindness— v.8a. The Greek word behind this word,
convict, is hard to put into English. llus.: Imagine a man who sleepwalks, and in his sleepwalking he
gets in his car to drive to the minimart. But on the way, he hits a pedestrian and doesn’t even know it.
The next morning, the police are at his door. He protests his innocence. “I was in bed the whole time,”
he says. But then they show him the dented fender, and the videotape from the security camera with him
clearly visible, and he realizes in horror what he has done. He is overwhelmed with remorse and wants
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to do whatever he can to make things right. That is this word. Convince someone of something they
di dn ot sdmething tnrilely, wrong, and convince them so completely that they change. That
is what the Holy Spirit came to do in the country of the blind.

C. What’s more, the Holy Spirit does this convicting work in this blind world through us. According to
v.7, Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to us, and then he convicts the world from within us as individuals and
asChrist 6 s .&buunigit day that in this world, we’re the ones who turn on the search lights, the
ones who clear our throats in the dark as the world jumps, caught red-handed. lllus.: A dear friend tells
about the time when he was a freshman at a Christian college. He was far from the Lord but he had a
roommate who loved him and who loved Jesus. One night my friend had been out partying in a way that
definitely wasn’t Christian. He came back to the dorm well after midnight and there was his roommate,
just sitting in the dark, waiting. “7 was worried about you, ” he said. That’s all. No scolding or speeches,
just a genuine expression of love. But my friend was deeply convicted by the Holy Spirit. He knew he
was guilty, and that night was a turning point for him. If we had to convict the world of its blindness
ourselves, we’d be in deep trouble. But our Counselor/ Helper is in us individually and as a church
shaping us to confront the guilty world. He is our love-builder and word-whisperer, our conscience-
tenderizer and attitude-fixer, our courage-giver and our humility-shaper.

The Holy Spirit confronts the world with a three-count indictment (v.8-11).
I1. THE HOLY SPIRIT IN US CONVICTS THE BLIND WORLD OF ITS SIN (16:9)

A. lllus.: We have a friend who several years ago asked God to come into her life. She even came to church
here for awhile. But then she walked away. The problem was, she told me, that she couldn’t buy into the
idea that sin is a problem. Well, if you don’t think sin is a problem, you might think of Jesus as a friend,
but you’d certainly never think of him as a Savior. And that is the only way he will come to us, as the
Savior of sinners. | think most people in the world would admit that they do bad things sometimes, but
they don’t see that it is their character to do bad things, that it is their badness—their sinfulness—that is
the worst problem they have. So the Holy Spirit sets out to convict the world of its sin - v.9.

B. Itis the reason given here that is interesting: “because men do not believe in me.” If people believed in
Jesus, the Spirit would no longer need to convict them of sin. Their sin would be atoned for. But since
they haven’t repented and trusted Jesus, the Spirit keeps telling them that their sin is going to kill them.
Furthermore, of all the things people are quilty of, the most serious by far is not believing in Jesus. After
what Jesus has done to pay for sin, to not believe him is the ultimate sin—the unforgiveable sin. The
next count:

I11. THE HOLY SPIRIT IN US CONVICTS THE BLIND WORLD OF ITS RIGHTEOUSNESS (16:10)

A. V.10... Isn’t it strange to say someone has to be convicted of their righteousness?! But it is the world’s
confidence in their righteousness that does even more damage than their cavalier attitude about their sin.
People love to say that they believe God will weigh their good and bad deeds and find that their good
outweighs their bad. But God said in Is. 64:6 says, “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and
all our righteous acts are like filthy rags.” We have an inward uncleanness that taints even the good
things we try to do, like someone with the flu offering you their hand.

The world’s big problem is captured in that mantra of our culture: “I’m a good person!” 1 t i snot
we dondt do good things, bG@oodthinysaone foreelfishoeasind d o
are filthy. We don’t walk little old ladies across the street because we love the Lord, but because we
want a good citizenship badge. Augustine wrote of his past life, “My sin was all the more incurable
because | did not think myself a sinner.”” So the Spirit must break through this self-righteousness with
convictingtruth. The truth 1 sndét that our good out wei gh:
our good, but that when we do not live to love and serve God, even our good deeds are bad. And
the Spirit has taken on the task of making people see that.

B. The reason behind this conviction is, “because I am going to the Father.” | think the sense of this is that
the Spirit confronts the world with a true standard of righteousness—one that cannot be denied, because
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Jesus—the paragon of righteousness—is at God’s right hand. It is as if God summons someone to court
and asks, “How do you plead?”

“Not guilty, your Honor. In fact, I'm really a very good person.”

So God says, “Well, let’s see about that. Here next to me I have a ‘really good person.’ He never
sinned. Ever. Not even in thought. What’s more, he did good far beyond what any human ever did. He
even died to secure salvation for those who despised him. He is such a good person—so righteous—that
he sits with me in heaven. Now, how righteous are you?”

“Well, if you put it that way...”

That’s what the Spirit of God does in this world, convicting it of its paltry righteousness by pointing to
Jesus, the standard.

IV. THE HOLY SPIRIT IN US CONVICTS THE BLIND WORLD OF ITS JUDGMENT (16:11)

A. V.11... The world claims to care about justice, about what’s fair. We take pride in being just people.
But thereds t hi s :thequdgmemtofidesaslutpreobblyemui ned t he
for justice. At Jesus’ Jewish trial, the High Priest of Israel said that he was doing the nation by
sacrificing this one man for them all. And at his Gentile trial, the ruler from Rome ordered Jesus’
crucifixion despite his own verdict, “/ find no fault in this man.” God holds the world responsible for
that miscarriage of justice. When the world faced its ultimate test of justice, we got it wrong, and we
keep getting it wrong when it comes to Jesus. We need to be convicted of our profound miscarriage of
justice.

B. Again, notice the explanation: “because the prince of this world now stands condemned.” “Let me tell
you what judgment really is,” says the Spirit to the world, “true judgment is when Jesus, by dying on the
cross, condemned the prince of the world, Satan. Satan lost his power over sinners when Jesus forgave
us. He lost his keys to death when Jesus rose from the dead. And he lost his throne over this world when
Jesus disarmed him and defeated him at the cross. That is real justice! Furthermore, all who continue to
believe his lies and live out his disdain for God are as guilty as he is; as guilty as sin!”’ [cf. Col. 3:13-15]

C. When the world reverently allows that Jesus was the greatest teacher who ever lived, they are in
desperate need of this convicting work of the Holy Spirit. Till someone sees Jesus as the Lord of heaven
and earth, “the way, the truth and the life,” the Savior of the world and the only way to God, they are
still walking in the country of the blind. On a personal level, that means people must come to the point
where they realize, “I’ve been all wrong about Jesus!”

So there it is. The Holy Spirit catches the world red-handed and red-faced, guilty of sin, guilty even of
righteousness, and guilty of terrible judgment. Dead to rights. Nothing to do but stammer while the Judge
throws the book at them. And what does he do? Well, we know what he does, because we have a perfect case
study. On the very day that the Holy Spirit came to dwell in Jesus’ disciples, the Day of Pentecost, Peter stood
in front of a huge crowd in Jerusalem and preached. Look at a bit of his sermon in Acts 2:22-24, 36-41... The
Holy Spirit still works like that through people like us. His goal in convicting people of their sin, their false
righteousness, and their terrible judgment regarding Jesus is not destroy them, but to give them sight.
V. THE HOLY SPIRIT CONVICTS THE WORLD OF ITS BLINDNESS SO JESUS MIGHT GIVE THEM SIGHT (Acts 2,
John 9)
A. We live in the country of the blind, and they have no love for us who see. However, we do not face this
hostile world passively. But neither do we fight back. We cooperate with our Holy Counselor and
Helper to put holy pressure on the world around us—the lost people we influence. We do that in three
ways:
1. We live as people who see, convicted by the truth that we are sinners in need of a Savior, that our
only righteousness comes through Christ, and who judge Jesus to be the Lord and Savior.
2. We pray for the Holy Spirit to convict the lost people we care for—till they realize they’ve been
caught red-handed and red-faced in the searchlight of God—and repent and believe in Christ.
3. We speak to people, as led by the Spirit, of their sin, of their false sense of righteousness, and of
their responsibility for Jesus’ death.
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B. John 9 tells about a time Jesus “saw a man blind from birth.” Then with the blind man in front of him,
Jesus said in v.4, “I am the light of the world.” \/v.6-7... Well, since Jesus healed the man on the
Sabbath, the day no one was supposed to work, the Pharisees were all in a snit. They called the once-
blind man in—twice. Look at vv.24-41...

Hlus.: Charles Colson, in his book, The Body, tells a story of a blind man he met. He writes how he was in a
southeastern city meeting with a prominent business leader.

Mr. Abercrombie, as we shall call him, was not only a pillar of the community and an active churchryfambe
Ffa2 K2aG0SR | ¢SS1te .Ao0ftS aiddzReé fdzyOKS2y i KA& 27F7F;
breakfast, Mr. Abercrombie invited me to attend the stddycheon.

Nineteen men in all, dressed in dark suits, conservative digg white shirts, filed in at the appointed hour. They
filled the large conference room, which was paneled on one side in beautiful rosewood and on the other side with plate
glass windows offering a breathtaking view of the city that these menranan@dwv® ! f K2 dzZAK GKA & &
establishment, each man showed deference to our host, who had recently been featured in a national magazine as on
of the upand-comers of the corporate world.

Mr. Abercrombie had asked me to speak at the luncheahthen allow time for questions. Somewhere in my talk |
NEFSNNBR (2 2d2NJ aAyFdzZ yI id2NEP ! Oldzr tftes adG2aGFf RSLINI
individuals shifted uncomfortably in their leather chairs, and, sure enough, it haw&t hit the mark. Because after |
finished, the first question was on sin.

G,2dz R2y Qi NBlIffe 0StASGS 6S INB AAYYSNHEIX R2-ai2dzK L
ONARYal2yS FStt2gazxé 2yS 2t RENIVAHSHUINISIVS ya el (A REZdzESE SIAN13S
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have been all my life. | go to church, and | get exhausted spending all my tim&db@gR ¢ 2 N >

The room seemed particularly quiet, and twenty pairs of eyes were trained on me.

GLT @2dz 0StASOSTONRIE &NMPS! a8NANBYAaKS AT TN doal OS N
of your good works, further away from théngdom than the people | work with in prison who are aware of their own
aAyaog

Someone at the other end of the table coughed. Another rattled his coffee cup. And a flush quickly worked its way
dzLJ FN2Y o0SYySIFGK aNX¥ ! 6SNONRBYOASQA a0l NOKSR 6KAUGS O2f f
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Now there was stony silence . . . until someone eased the pain and changed the subject.
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| pressech bit more, however, and moments later we were both on our knees. Mr. Abercrombie asked forgiveness
of his sins and turned his life over to Christ.

Martin Luther was rightd ¢ KS dzf GAYFGS LINRP2F 2F GKS aAyySNtoimdked KI {
KAY & $Se0-1di o€

We live in the country of the blind. Thanks to the Holy Spirit, we can actually help people see. After all,
Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind... ” And now that same
Spirit of the Lord is on us!



