John 15:18-16:4 NOT AFRAID OF THE DARK 3/2/08

Introduction:

A. lllus.: Spain has a lot of vineyards. Wine-making is a $2.4 billion industry there. It is Europe’s largest
grape-growing nation. But there is a serious problem there in Spain. Global warming is severely
threatening the grapes of southern Spain. | read this: “The growing temperature is such a threat to
Spanish wine, because it significantly changes the biological processes. Heat and sunlight increase
sugar levels in wine grapes, which can boost alcohol content beyond what is palatable. Hotter weather
may also curb grape acidity, changing the flavour of the wine.”

B. 1thought of that story when | read our text today. We’ve been studying John 15, where Jesus teaches us
that he is the vine and we are the branches, and that our mission as his disciples is “to bear much fruit.”
But now, in the passage before us today, the vine and branches face a severe case of global warming, or
to put it plainly, the hot and fierce hatred of the world. Jesus gives us as his disciples life, and that life
in us is meant to bear fruit. But we must bear fruit for Jesus in a very hostile climate, because this
world hates Jesus and it hates the followers of Jesus. Turn to Jn. 15:18-16:4...

I. CHRISTIANS MUST EXPECT THE WORLD’S HATRED (15:18-25)

A. John speaks of the “the world” 105 times in his writings, 74 times in this gospel, often quoting Jesus.
And he almost never means the big, wide world. As D. A. Carson has put it, John means the world in its
badness, not in its bigness. Furthermore, he doesn’t mean that the world is bad in an impersonal way—
the blind cruelty of nature, the bloody tooth and fang. He doesn’t just mean that “life is tough” or “the
world isn’t fair” nor “the survival of the fittest.” The world represents hostility against God in every
society and in every heart, rooted in the sinful rebellion of mankind, all under the sway and
scepter of Satan, the prince of this world. The individuals in this world do not always hate Christ or
Christians, of course, but the underlying mindset of human beings is one of rebellion against the
sovereign right and reign of God in Christ.

At literally ever point, the values of God are absolutely opposed to the values of the world. Leo
Tolstoy put it this way: “The Christian ideal changed and reversed everything so that, as the gospel
puts it, ‘That which was exalted among men has become an abomination in the sight of God.’ The ideal
is no longer the greatness of Pharaoh or of a Roman emperor, nor the beauty of a Greek nor the wealth
of Phoenicia, but humility, purity, compassion, love. The hero is no longer [the rich man] Dives, but
Lazarus the beggar; not Mary Magdalene in the day of her beauty, but the day of her repentance; not
those who acquire wealth, but those who have abandoned it; not those who dwell in palaces, but those
who dwell in catacombs and huts; not those who rule over others, but those who acknowledge no
authority but God’s.” [#810, what Is Art?] That’s why the world hates us. In these verses Jesus tells us what
we can expect from the world:

B. The world hates Jesus (vv.18-21). Jesus says in v.21... Since the world, for all its religion doesn’t know
God, it can’t recognize Jesus, the Son of God. In fact, Jesus is everything they don 't want in a god. Jesus
said in Jn 7:6, the world “hates me because I testify that what it does is evil.” The world hates Jesus
because he brings light to its shady and seedy schemes, because he is salt on its decay, because he
subverts the system of power, but most of all because he brings glory to God, and the world will never
share its glory. What’s more, Jesus absconds with the world’s people, turning them against the world.

C. Since the world hates Jesus it will inevitably hate Jesus’ disciples. We are not talking today, of course,
about the world’s disdain for people who have given Christianity a bad name, who have said and done
terrible or foolish things under the banner of Christ. We are talking about a hatred for all that is good
about Christianity, all that is Christlikei n Jesus. f ol l ower s

Listen again to v.19. There’s the problem: we d o n ' .tlllush Remiodsnge of an old Far Side
cartoon that shows two bears standing up against a wall on a street corner, while people passing by look
at them. The one bear says to the other, “Well, we re lost...And it’s probably just a matter of time before
someone decides to shoot us.” [#2665] We just don’t belong in the world’s system any more.
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For all the world’s professed love of pluralism, of ‘live and let live,” of ‘to each his own,’ the one
thing that this world cannot tolerate is someone who no longer buys into its system, who no longer
marches to its beat. 1llus.: In Shakespeare’s Othello the villain lago says of the good Cassio, “He hath a
daily beauty in his life that makes me ugly.” Christians sing, “May the beauty of Jesus be seen in me,”
but that will not always win us friends. William Temple wrote, “The world... would not hate angels for
being angelic; but it does hate men for being Christians. It grudges them their new character; it is
tormented by their peace;, it is infuriated by their joy.” [in K. Hughes, p.372].

There is good news in the midst of the bad! V.20b... The road is narrow, to be sure, but there are
some who listen. We did! Again and again Christians tell others about Christ. We’re often ignored,
sometimes hated, but sometimes we bear fruit. People hear and believe and are born again. So take
heart!
. In hating Jesus the world is guilty of the worst kind of sin (vv.22-25). These vss. doesn’t mean that if
Jesus hadn’t come the world would be off the hook. It means that when Jesus came the world sinned in
two profound new ways: (1) They refused to listen to God even when he came to speak his truth to
them in person, and (2) they refused to recognize Jesus as God even when he did miracles only God
could do. If only Nicodemus had been speaking for all the Jews when “He came to Jesus at night and
said, ‘Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the
miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.”” But most of Nicodemus’s fellow leaders
would not cede that point. All those then, and all those now who refuse to listen to Jesus’ words and
believe his miraculous credentials, bear this guilt. It is the weight of the world.
. None of this makes sense, of course. To reject God! How stupid. To reject a Savior! How insane. To kill
the best man who ever lived? Crazy! That’s the point of v.25... The world’s hate for Jesus is irrational.
Here Jesus takes as his own the words of his forefather, King David, “They hated me without reason.”
The world is at its craziest, its most irrational, when it hates Christ and those who love him. The only
sensible plea for hate crimes against Christ is insanity!

The irony of that, of course, is how desperately the hateful try to employ reason. Illus.: Atheists are
‘in” these days with several best-selling books. Christopher Hitchens, author of God Is Not Great:
How Religion Poisons Everything, wrote in an online debate with theologian Douglas Wilson, dMany of
the teachings of Christianity are, as well as being incredible and mythical, immoral. | would principally
wish to cite the concept of vicarious redemption, whereby one's own responsibilities can be flung onto
s@pegoat and thereby taken away. In my book, | argue that | can pay your debt or even take your
place in prison but | cannot absolve you of what you actually did. This exorbitant fantasy of
YorgivenesSis unfortunately matched by an equally extreme adrtiont which is that the refusal to
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“world” speaking. 1 Cor. 1:18-25... In the face of such hatred, “how shall we then live?” I"d summarize
Jesus’ answer in the words of the old hymn:

Il. STAND UP, STAND UP FOR JESUS (15:26-16:4)

Jesus has just said, “They hated me without reason.” SO how does he respond? Vv.26-27...

A. Jesus responds to the world’s senseless hatred by sending his two Witnesses into the world—his Spirit
and his Body, the church. This is a kind of second incarnation—God in man—taking on the hate of
the world.

The Holy Spirit is to us our Counselor, our Advocate, as we face the hostile world. Since the Holy
Spirit is the Spirit of truth he keeps us pointed toward what is true and what matters as we face the
hateful and deceitful world. Furthermore, he gives our testimony about Christ a supernatural credibility
in the world. He is our truth-breath. This began with the first disciples—these who, as Jesus said, “have
been with me from the beginning,” and it continues through to his disciples today, for we are all
commissioned by Jesus “to be my witnesses.”




Remember what Jesus told his disciples in Matt. 10:19-20? “But when they arrest you, do not worry
about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you
speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. ” lllus.: I love this story:

Near the beginning of 2005, Chinese officials from Bublic Security Bureau burst into a Sunday
school room at a local church. They found 30 children inside and herded them into a van. Despite the
scary situation, one child started to sing. In a few moments, the van was filled with song. Upon arrival
at the police station, the children marched bravely into the interrogation room, still singing to the Lord.
The Chinese officers attempted to force the children to write, "I do not believe in Jesus," telling them
that they had to write it 100 times before theyould be released. Instead of obeying, the children
wrote: "l believe in Jesus today. | will believe in Jesus tomorrow. | will believe in Jesus forever!"

Exasperated, the officials called the children's parents, some of whom did deny Christ. However,
onewidowed believer absolutely refused to deny Jesus when she came to pick up her twin sons. The
officers threatened her, saying, "If you do not deny Jesus, we will not release your sons."

The widow replied, "Well, | guess you will just have to keep themmalse without Jesus, there
would be no way for me to take care of them!"

With no avenues left open to them, the officials said, "Take your sons and go!"

That is how the Spirit helps the Body testify to Jesus!

The truly counterintuitive thing about our testimony to the world—the Spirit and the Church

together—is not when we condemn sin,butwh en we preach thel!Tgeavsride!l of

hates grace, and Satan arrays all his efforts to stop this most glorious of God’s gifts, and yet we tell

people, not so much about the judgment of God, as the salvation of God.
Hlus.: In Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov there is a little gem of a story called “The Grand

Inquisitor.” It is a kind of fable about Jesus reappearing during the time of the Spanish Inquisition and

being hauled up on charges before the Grand Inquisitor. He is Satan, and the world, and the dead church,

all in one. He proceeds to tempt Jesus with the same three temptations the devil used against Christ in

the wilderness. He argues and bullies and mocks. But throughout the whole exchange, Jesus remains

silent. Finally, this is what happens:
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silence weighed den upon him. He saw the Prisoner had listened intently all the time, looking
gently in his face an evidently not wishing to reply. The old man longed for Him to say something,
however bitter and terrible. But He suddenly approached the old man in silemtsaltly kissed
him on his bloodless aged lips. That was all his answer. The old man shuddered. His lips moved.
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That is Jesus in the world. Meeting all its hatred with a kiss. “God so loved the world that he gave his

one and only son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not

send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” in.3:16. And that is

our testimony to the hateful world. Stand up, stand up for Jesus!

. But there is a warning for us as Jesus’ disciples, too: 16:1-4... The greatest danger we face in this

hateful world is not suffering but going astray. Without this heads-up from Jesus about the world’s hate

for us, we might conclude that when trouble comes we must be on the wrong track. Notice that those

disciples would face their fiercest hatred from their own religious leaders (v.2). It is a supreme irony

that our faith in Christ is mosteoffensive to
People “go astray” when the world gets to them. When they nurse the values of the world, or the

philosophies of this world, or the world’s darkness. The world hammers some Christians, but it usually

seeks to coerce us, to compromise us, to woo us back in moments when we forget just how dark,

decayed and dying this world is.
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I’ve been grieved lately to hear of such people—a man I once discipled has become hard and
rebellious, a grief to his church. A beloved child who once loved Jesus is in the prodigal’s “far country.”
A college classmate, now a liberal clergyman, championing what God calls sin. May it not be so of us!
Remember Jesus’ warning here in V.4: “I have told you this, so that when the time comes you will
remember that [ warned you.”

Conclusion

Christians, we do not belong to this world. What’s more, we are called to bear fruit in this hostile
environment, and we shall. Late in his life, John wrote these words: “You, dear children, are from God and
have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.”

Hlus.: In the 3rd century, Cyprian, bishop of the church in Carthage in north Africa, wrote these words in a
letter to a friend:
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vines. But if | climbed some great mountain and looked out over the wide lands, you know very well what
would see. Brigands on the high road; pirates on the seas; in the amphitheater men murdered to please
the applauding cravds; under all roofs misery and selfishness. It is really a bad world, Donatus, an
incredibly bad world. Yet in the midst of it | have found a quiet and holy people. They have discovered a
joy which is a thousand times better than any pleasure of thisikliié. They are despised and persecuted,
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