
 1 

John 15:9-17 LOVE LIFE 2/24/08 

 

Introduction: 

A. Illus.: Dayle Shockley wrote this story in Today’s Christian Woman:   
It was an exasperating morning. Our phone rang constantly, I washed a contact lens down the drain, our 
dryer died, and our dog, Princess, sat on the deck and barked incessantly. My head reeled. "Anna, please go 
tell Princess to be quiet," I told my daughter. "But Mom," she pleaded with conviction, "Princess is singing 
'Jesus Loves Me'--I just know it!" [PT.com] 

B. Sometimes it is pretty hard to get the message that Jesus loves us, isn‘t it? The last two weeks we‘ve 

been looking at Jesus‘ teaching about how he is the vine and we are the branches which bear Jesus-fruit. 

But there is a problem with that extraordinary metaphor—vines and branches don‘t love each other. So 

this week, Jesus teaches us how the life of the vine flowing into the branches is really his love-life 

flowing into us. We need to know this so that when life is chaotic or difficult, we know that ―Jesus 

loves me.‖ How about we sing that old song together... 

Jesus loves me, this I know 

For the Bible tells me so. 

Little ones to him belong  

They are weak but he is strong. 

C. Turn to John 15:9-17. This passage is a “Jesus loves me” passage, but more, as we will see. Vv.9-11 

tell us... 

 

I. LIVE IN THE EMBRACE OF JESUSô LOVE (15:9-11) 

A. We cannot overstate how passionately, how purely, how powerfully Jesus Christ loves us, his disciples 

(v.9a). At least eight times in John Jesus talks about the Father‘s love for him. And that same love—that 

holy, infinite love—is the love Jesus has for us. He doesn‘t mean that the Father loves only the Son and 

he, in turn, loves us. We enjoy the three-way love of the holy Trinity. Jesus‘ point is that he loves us 

with the same quality of love he enjoys from the Father. But I can‘t get my hands around that love. What 

is it like? Here are two ways to understand his love.  

1.  Any love we know, at its most intense, at its purest, at its most self-sacrificing, is a shadow of the 

Lord‘s love for us. These new parents holding their babies—the Lord‘s love for you is like that, only 

more. The groom with his bride on their honeymoon—the Lord‘s love for you is like that, only 

more. The embrace of your dearest friend in a moment when there are no words—the Lord‘s love for 

you is like that, only more. 

2. The second way to see this love is to look again at that most wonderful story of the prodigal son. 

Remember the scene of the broken prodigal trudging back home, rehearsing his ‗sorry‘ speech? 

Here‘s what it says in Lk. 15:20, “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 

filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.” Look 

closer at that: 

 ―While he was still a long way off, his father saw him” – Even the most wayward child of God is 

never out of the Father‘s mind. He is always watching for you. He loves to see you.  

 “And was filled with compassion for him.” –that means the Father‘s heart goes out to us, even 

when it is our sin against him that has put us in the mess we‘re in. He sympathizes with you, 

feels your heartache, aches for you himself 

 “He ran to his son”. This wasn‘t done in that culture. It was unseemly, undignified. But Jesus 

tells us here that there is no reserve in God‘s love for us, no holding back. He will throw 

appearances to the wind that he might embrace us. 

 “Threw his arms around him and kissed him.” The Father wants to be close to you. He is as 

moved by the touch of the one he loves as you are. He is a hugger. He is a kisser.  

That is the love the Lord has for you! 

B. Obedience keeps us within the Lord‘s loving embrace (v.9b-10). This doesn‘t mean God‘s love for you 

is conditional—that he‘ll love you if you obey him. It does mean his love for you is relational—we can 
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wiggle out of his embrace by our rebellion, just like the prodigal son did. We all know this story. We‘ve 

seen it; lived it. We know how the most passionate and protective love can be rejected. When a child 

refuses to obey her parents their love for her is not jeopardized. But when that child disobeys and defies, 

choosing not to ―remain‖ in the embrace of her parents‘ love, all the delights, all the privileges, all the 

warmth of that love are lost to her. Her disobedience silences the laughter at the table, avoids the heart-

to-heart talk after school, pushes away the hugs at bedtime. Instead of the delights of a loving 

relationship she must bear the discipline of a loving relationship. 

So it is when we disobey the Lord. You can‘t escape the reach of his love once he has fixed it on 

you, but you can refuse his embrace. You can run away from his hugs. When we don‘t listen to the Lord, 

when we don‘t do even those things we know he expects, and especially when we, with childish 

defiance, look right at him and do what we know is wrong, his love takes on a stern and sorrowful look. 

The Bible says, “The Lord disciplines those he loves.”  

But when we obey Jesus—when our lives conform to his image—we live near to the heart of God. 

Then the love-life of Jesus flows freely into us, like the sap from the vine into the branches. And that life 

produces fruit. 

C. The result of remaining in the embrace of the Lord‘s love is the Lord‘s joy (v.11). Do you see the two 

characteristics of the joy that comes with an obedient love for Christ? (1) “my joy may be in you,” and 

(2) “your joy may be complete.” Who would guess that joy doesn‘t really come from thinking happy 

thoughts or having good things happen to you or being content with your circumstances, but that joy 

comes from thoroughgoing obedience to Jesus! And then we are promised joy of the highest and deepest 

kind.  

Illus.: Bruce Marchiano played Jesus in the move, Matthew. Perhaps you‘ve seen 

his picture. He has the most engaging smile! He has written that in portraying Jesus it 

was Jesus‘ joy that became the centerpiece of his portrayal. He writes, ―The Joy of Jesus, 

I discovered, was wrapped up in His living in all the fullness of life's ultimate 

adventure—a bigger-than-life robustness, victoriousness, that comes with living 100 percent in the 

Father's will 100 percent of the time.  Can you imagine the level of joy in your heart if you could live 

just ten seconds that way?” That is the joy that Jesus offers us as the product of living obediently in his 

love. 

SUMMARY: It is Jesus‘ love-life that brings us to life in this world. And that love-life flows into our lives in 

direct proportion to our obedience to Jesus. “Jesus loves me, this I know.” Now Jesus changes the subject a 

little in v.12: “My commandment is this: Love each other as I have loved you.”  

 

II. EXTEND THE LOVE OF JESUS TO ONE ANOTHER (15:12-17) 

A. Why do you think Jesus put this particular command so high on our Christian agenda? That last night 

with his disciples Jesus stressed it again and again. Why, in his last words to his disciples, was he not 

underscoring other important commands like, “You shall love the Lord your God,” or “Go into all the 

world and make disciples”? The answer is this: Nothing is so important to disciples of Jesus as 

knowing that he loves them. In chapters 14-15 he has been telling them all the ways they will know 

that he loves them even when he is away from them. He‘s preparing a place for us to be with him. He 

will send his Holy Spirit to be in us. He himself will appear in his resurrected body so that we will know 

for certain he is alive. But the primary way we know that Jesus loves us while we wait for him to 

return is through the love of his people. Loving one another is how Jesus makes his love real to us. It 

is as if his disciples said, “Yes, we know that you will still love us when you’re gone, but we need 

someone to love us with skin on!” And so Jesus says, “Love one another as I have loved you.” 

B. The key part of that phrase is “as I have loved you.” We are to love in a qualitatively different way than 

all other people love. You and I are meant to convey the actual love of Jesus to one another. There is no 

other love among people like this love. It is more than the tightest ―band of brothers,‖ more than the 

deepest soul mates, more than parents for children. How can that possibly be!? What do we have that 

would enable us to love one another as Jesus loves us? 

http://www.harvesthousepublishers.com/books_authordetail.cfm?ed_id=100240&productid=5078578
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1. We have his love-life flowing into our lives, like the life of a vine to the branches. This is not 

figurative language. This is literal. Jesus‘ love-life literally enters our lives to energize us for 

Christlikeness. 

2. More particularly, the elements that define Jesus love for us are ours—and that is the point of the 

next verses. 

C. Notice that this command brackets this paragraph. It‘s here in v.12 and again in v.17... So it stands to 

reason that everything between these two identical statements is meant to enlighten us about that 

command. In fact, vv.13-16 tell us what made Jesus‘ love so transforming, and tells us, too, what kind of 

love we bring to each other. There are three distinct ideas here, arranged in three contrasts... 

D. The first is in vv.13-14... The contrast here is subtle: Jesus’ love is so great that he lays down his life for 

his friends, and in response his friends do what he commands. We don‘t have to guess what we must do 

to love one another well. We have Jesus‘ commands. Obeying Jesus is a kind of dying to self out of love 

for the Lord. That‘s why John writes in 1 Jn. 3:16, “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid 

down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.” Look at a cluster of ―love one 

another‖ commands in Col. 3:12-14... ñTherefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 

clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other 

and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.” These are all self-

sacrificing commands. They‘re commands with a cross around their necks.  

So to love one another as Christ has loved us, the first characteristic we bring to our love is 

Christlike self-sacrifice. The second is in v.15... 

E. This is a strange thing. Jesus says he no longer calls us slaves, yet our responsibility to obey his 

commands doesn‘t change. We‘re no longer slaves but we are still command-obeyers. He is still the 

Lord and we are his servants. The difference now is that he has revealed to us all that his Father has told 

him. In other words, we are in on God‘s kingdom strategy. Illus.: No king or general must bother to tell 

a foot soldier the reason behind his orders, nor does the soldier expect that, no matter how curious he is 

about why he is sent here or there. To be brought into the plan, to be told what is happening 

wouldnôt change the soldierôs obligation to obey, but it would entirely change the relationship. It 

would only happen if he were also a friend. 

Jesus‘ love for us is shown in the way he has opened our eyes to God‘s sweeping Kingdom plan. We 

look back through the lens of Jesus and see what God was doing in the Old Testament. We see from 

Scripture what his strategy is in the world, and how the church fits into that—even the suffering church. 

And we see the end all laid out for us. We understand the cataclysm to come, the final victory—and 

what that victory will win. We know that “in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 

who have been called according to his purpose.” So when Jesus commands us to do something, or to 

behave in a certain way, we can understand why. We obey not only because our Lord commands, but 

because our Lord explains, because we see the grand design.   

Then we bring that understanding to our love for each other. We love each other because we see 

what God is up to through our mutual love, we see what the church is meant to do and how love is the 

way we do it. So to love one another as Christ has loved us, the second characteristic we bring to 

our love is understanding of the Fatherôs kingdom plan. The third contrast is in v.16... 

F. Here is another of the amazing elements of Jesus‘ love for us: He chose us and then commissioned us to 

be successful fruit bearers. What a wonderfully love-filled gift that is! Without Jesus, nothing we do or 

achieve matters much in the long run. We‘d have nothing to show for life but dead wood and plastic 

fruit. Nothing that nourishes another, nothing that lasts, nothing with seeds. But Jesus first gives us his 

own love-life, flowing into our lives when we put our faith in him, and then we bear fruit—Christlike 

character and energy, and Christlike influence on people around us. Illus.: Remember the story I told 

you at the end of last week‘s sermon? Dieter Zander‘s atheist Jewish neighbor said, “You know, 

something has happened since you all moved to this neighborhood. It's hard to describe, but it's like an 

enzyme has been added. Where once there was no life, now there's life.” 
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We love one another because we‘re in this fruitbearing business together. We‘re the Union of Grape 

Growers and the Company of the Called. We bear fruit because Jesus love-life flows into our lives. We 

love each other because that is one way Jesus‘ love-life flows into us—from each other. Being with 

fellow believers fortifies and feeds you for fruit-bearing influence in the world.  

Note that once again, for the third time now in two chapters, Jesus gives us the Miracle-Grow of 

fruit-bearing: “Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.” You want to bear fruit in 

your family—perhaps with an unsaved loved one. Jesus loves you and that changes you right there. 

Then his love, flowing into your live, produces changes in character, in peace and joy, in priorities and 

habits. You want to see your loved one find life in Christ as you have. So you pray, as Jesus invites you 

to do here. And what‘s more, because Christians love one another, we pray for each other in these 

things. We pray for one another‘s growth and fruitfulness.  

 SUMMARY: So to love one another as Christ has loved us, the third characteristic we bring to our 

love is our shared life calling as fruit-bearers, the Company of the Called and the Union of Grape 

Growers. We‘re in this together, and when one bears fruit we all rejoice!  

 

Conclusion 

Three qualities that shape our love for each other into Christlike love: self-sacrifice, divine revelation, a 

calling to bear much fruit. Your brothers and sisters will experience Jesus’ love when those elements shape 

your love for them.  

 Illus.: The legend is that John lay dying, wizened and rickety, and his brokenhearted community gathered 

round him and begged him to impart one last word. He mustered his final breath and said, “Love one another.” 

He fell silent.  

“Is there more?” they asked.  

“That is enough,” he said. [M. Buchanan, Hidden In Plain Sight, p.178] 


