John 14:22-31 OuRrR WAY IN THE WORLD 2/3/08

Introduction:
A. lllus.: I was channel surfing the other night and clicked in to the NBC program, The Celebrity
Apprentice, just when this scene was happening. These two fellows, Steven Baldwin, one of the famous
Baldwin brothers—a brash, outspoken Christian, and Piers Morgan, a tabloid editor and TV judge, were
evidently teamed up for a project. | found the show online and transcribed the dialogue.
Steven Baldwin: | certainly need you inthefutur@ 2 NJ 2y S OKI £ f Sy3aS L KIF @S Ay
give your life to Jesus. Do you think that day will ever come?

PiersMorgan:h = &SI KX LQY F 0StASGSNI YIGSo
Baldwin: You are?!
Morgan:, S+ KX LQY | w2YlFy /I (K2 {2Ad2LJ T2NB YY dzyNSS f Ay ROy BER-dyl

preaching to me, preacher boy.

Baldwin:L QY 2dzad GNBAYy3a (2 0SS yAOSo

Morgan (later, to the camera): | respect him for his faith. | respect him for being a born again Christian. | could

just do with less preaching, partief | N @ 6KSy GKS 0SKIFI@A2NI R2SayQid A
Morgan, to Baldwin: , 2 dzZQNB & dz33Sad Ay 3 K ivdialwhys a8 iSAwaysbeeFparydR & 2
my life.

Now | could certainly be wrong, but | think that is one of those cases where one person means
something entirely different when he speaks of a relationship with Jesus than the other person means.
How is it that these two guys could both look at Jesus, as it were, and not see the same thing?

B. One of Jesus’ disciples, on the night of the Last Supper, asked a question that sort of got at that same
issue. You’ll remember that the disciples are distressed because Jesus has told them that he is leaving

them and they can’t follow him. Then in John 14:1 he tells them not to be troubled. A Be | i eve i n
hetellsthem,i Be |l i e v e habtweek we heard desus tadling the disciples that he would appear

to them but that even though they would see him, the world around them—the unbelievers—wo u |l d n 6 t
see him, and that led to this questioninJn. 14:222A Then Judas (not Judas | s

why do you intend to show Rerhapsabetelr way tderpressldis a n d
intent would be, i B u t , hol ie it pdssible that you could show yourself in your glory to us without
the world seeing your glory a | s ®he disciples knew from their Bibles that the Messiah would come
in glory, the great King to rule the world from Jerusalem. So how could he possible come in such a way
that his disciples would see his glory, but no one else could?!

C. We face a variation on that question when people we know say that they believe in Jesus but it seems
obvious that they don’t know him as we do. Perhaps to get at this, the one fellow might have asked the
other, AWhat do y ou Twndoeln. 14122-3l.e sus ? 0

. JESUS ONLY SHOWS THOSE WHO LOVE HIM THE WONDERS OF GOD® FELLOWSHIP (14:23-29)
Jesus identifies his disciples as those who love him and obey his teaching (v.23a). He said something
similar in v.15... And he will continue to use that expression. Here in v. 23 the Gr. word for ‘teaching’ is
logos, Word. John has taught us that Jesus himselfistheWord. il n t he begi nni ng was
Word was with God aWhehwdbhlieve thiioJ¢sud himgedf $ Gd@’e mlessage to us of
salvation, and we repent of our sins, we are given eyes to see Jesus as others cannot, to experience God in
our lives in ways the world cannot imagine. Jesus tells us four privileges here:
A. Now we know the Father’s love (v.23-24). Jesussays,i My Fat her @urloveforllesuy e hi |
doesn’t earn us the Father’s love, it positions us to receive the Father’s love. This is the premiere gift of
Christ to us—opening our way not just to God in his might, but to God as our Father. What a gift to a
world of people aching for a loving father! J. 1. Packer wrote in his classic book, Knowing God:

You sum up the whole of New Testament religion i
want to judge how well a person understands Chr i
and having Ged his Father. If this is not the thought that prompts and controls his worship and prayers and hi
outlook on life, it means he does not understand Christianity very well at all. For everything that Christ taught,

1




that makes the New Trestiat new, and better than the Old, everything that is distinctively Christian as opposed
Jewi sh, i s summed up in the knowledge opfisz2t he Fat |

Jesus then says, fi a n d[hewral the Father] wi | | come to him andleubatt e o0
used that word ‘home’ or ‘dwelling place’ a little earlier in v.2... There he was promising us a home
with the Father, but here he says he and the Father will make a home with us now. They will move into
our lives, as if we had some kind of interior apartment where they could live. Why would they do this?
Because they love us too much to not be with us. I believe the Father and Son move into our hearts by
the Holy Spirit. Having the Spirit in our hearts is the same as having the Father and the Son in our
hearts. Think how much the Father must love us to want to be that near us!
V.24a explains that this is not how it is with the world... Jesus shows us something he doesn’t show
them because they don’t love him. V.24b... Jesusissayingi The Fat her hi msel f w
feels this way aboutyouuHe sent you this Valentine personal
So one way that Jesus shows us his glory that world cannot see isthissNow we know t he
love. The second is in vv.25-26:

B. Now we know the Spirit’s instruction (v.25-26)._Jesus had taught his disciples—by his character, his
words and his deeds—everything they needed to know to believe him and live his new life in this world.
The last lines of John’s gospel are, fiJesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were
written down, | suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be
wr i t Walnwhyare these things written down? And how did the writers of Scripture remember all
these things, all these long teachings; what’s more, how did they know what happened when they
weren’t always there personally? The Holy Spirit taught and reminded them. That is the primary
meaning of this passage. It tells us why we can trust our New Testaments. The Holy Spirit not only
reminded the apostles of all Jesus said and did so they could write down what we all needed to know,
but the Holy Spirit also gave wisdom and understanding to Paul and the other writers of the letters in our
NT as to the meaning of who Jesus is, and what he said and did.

Now the Spirit continues this work by helping us to understand the Scriptures, and to see in the Bible
what Jesus wants us to know about our life in him. This is why we should pray when we open our
Biblesi Hol y Spirit, show me what you want ThimBa t o
wonderful gift from Jesus! We read our Bibles and find ourselves puzzled, or out of our spiritual depth,
and then the Spirit begins to make these wonderful words clear. They come to life. They become bread
to us, a sword in our hands, God alive speaking.

Again, this is a wonder—a gift—that only Jesus’ disciples have. The world can read the Bible, but
apart from the Spirit’s help, they cannot see the glory of Jesus in these pages, even though it is right
there in front of them in black and white. Thirdly, look at v.27...

C. Now we have the Savior’s peace (v.27). The old commentator, Matthew Henry, made a wonderful
observation about this verse. He wrote, i When Chri st was about to | ea
soul he committed to his Father; his body he bequeathed to Joseph, to be decently interred; his clothes
fell to the soldiers; his mother he left to the care of John: but what should he leave to his poor disciples,
that had left all for him? Silver and gold he had none; but he left them that which was infinitely better,
his peace.o0

Jesus gives us his peace, first of all, by giving us his purity. Guilt and shame torment people.
Macbeth asked the doctor of his guilt-tormented wife,

Canst thou not minister to a mind diseased,

Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow,

Raze out the written troubles of therain

And with some sweet oblivious antidote

Cleanse the stuff'd bosom of that perilous stuff

Which weighs upon the heart?

But the doctor could only reply,
Therein the patient
Must minister to himself.
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Jesus has the only medicine for a guilt-ravaged heart, for he alone forgives sin and washes away guilt
and shame. With that holy blood infusion comes the knowledge that nothing can separate us from our
Father’s love. And the confidence that there is a home prepared for us where all that we most treasure is
safely kept.

Furthermore, Jesus teaches us the faith he himself had in God’s love and power. Jesus faced
enormous pressure and heartbreak in this world yet he absolutely believed that God controlled all things
by his sovereign power and that God always acted in love. That was the foundation of Jesus inner peace.
Here Jesus bequeaths that faith-founded peace to us. But he doesn’t just inject us with a peace gene.

When we love and trust him, heteachesus t he f aith to rest in Godbéo
that we gain peace in the world the same way Jesusdidi My peace | give you. (
That’s why Jesus tells us again, ashedidinv.l,i Do no't | et oybteduand ddinether t s

a f r aldodhot think it is sin when we Christians are afraid, but it is unnecessary. We are living

beneath our station in life. We wrestle our agitated hearts to quietness by remembering the peace that

Jesus has purchased for us and by returning again to our Christ-given faith in God’s power and love.
Stories of Christians’ peace in trouble are everywhere. They are one of those Christlike works that

we do that draw people to the gospel. You here have stories of God’s great peace in times of great

distress. Here’s one to encourage you. Illus.: This picture was famous in 1985. That’s Capt. John

Testrake, pilot of TWA Flight 847. They were - hijacked and landed in Beirut. Testrake is

a Christian. He wrote later, il t was a ‘Bhat thd thought first crossed my mind

that all of us could very well be dead within the |3 hext five minutes.

about it before, but now it seemed very likely that t hat 6 s wéappet. Buwight | d h
behind that thought, before | even had a chan
that wouldndot be so bad. Because i f | die, | O
AFrom that moment on flopded anto my bainfy. Su@denty, | was
not afraid 8 and | can honestly say | never experienced another moment of fear
during the seventeen-day ordeal that followed. | experienced worry and anxiety, yes,
over the well-being of the passengers and wondering how Phyllis and the rest of
the family were coping with the situation. But | was never again afraid for my own safety... If [God] did
allow me to died well, He knows best, and everything goes according to His plan.
ALooking back on it now, | 6 m a mabeeetdgotopidtesd t y p
but God was there in a r eal #ssT@nbhQetTdoton@lightewrap s, an

Now we have the Savior’s own peace. Finally, vv.28-29...

D. Now we rejoice that Jesus is with the Father (vv.28-29). This, of course, would make no sense to the
world. And the first disciples had trouble sharing Jesus’ joy in this. But from our vantage point, we
rejoice that Jesus is with the Father because now Jesus is not limited to a mortal body in one small
corner of the world. This same writer, John, saw Jesus as he is now in heaven, and told us about it in
Rev. 1:13-18... We rejoice because we see Jesus that way, too, by faith! And soon, very soon, we
shall see him by sight coming in all his glory to take us to be with him forever.

SUMMARY: If you ask anyone who loves Jesus, A Wh at d o y o uhossaee ¢he things wlseenti2 o

Father’s love, the Spirit’s teaching, our Savior’s own peace, and joy that he is with the Father. That’s what

we see. But the world needs to see something else: vv.30-31... The world must see something else:

. JESUS SHOWS THE UNBELIEVING WORLD THE DARK VICTORY OF HIS LOVE (14:30-31)

A. When Jesus speaks of ‘the world’ he means, as Dr. Carson has written, the world in its badness, not the
world in his bigness. The world is where men love darkness rather than light, where death always wins

and where Satan reigns.

B. Jesus came to confront the hostility of Satan, “the prince of this world.” Ever since Adam and Eve,
Satan has been opposing God. He has deceived the world and destroyed lives. He has set himself up as
God’s equal. Jesus came, in part, tosay, A | t s t oTw Bumdn gightéhat Bight, it was Judas Iscariot
and the squadron of soldiers who were coming, but in reality, Jesussaid,it he pri nce of
c o0 mi #tgas figh noon in the world.
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C. In the events of the next hours it would certainly look as if Satan won the battle. But note what Jesus
sayshereinv.30:i He has no WewduldsaypinHemec.adan 6t hol d me bec.
0 N nV¢hen &atan appears before God to accuse us—to demand God punish us—he has a strong case,
Afor all have sinned a nBltwheaSathn wentafterJésus fe had riothirg g |
on him. Not a shred of evidence against him, for Jesus was sinless. What Satan didn’t grasp, as smart as
he is, is that Jesus, being innocent himself, as well as infinitely valuable to God, would offer to die for
the sins of all people. So Jesus walked willingly into Satan’s trap, and instead robbed Satan of all his
power in this world. Jesus had already explained what was going to happen in Jn. 12:31-33... Listen to
Paul’s description in Col. 2:13-15...

D. Look again at Jn 14:31... In Jn 3:16 Jesus said, i F dGod so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.0 Here Jesus saysthatfit h e
one and sobmitted to &athrbecause he so loved the Father. The Father loved the world and
wanted to save helpless, hopeless sinners, so the Son did what would most please the Father. We have
all heard evangelists plead with people to come to faith in Christ, becausei God so | oved t |
But Father’s love for the world would have come to nothing were it not for Jesus’ love for his Father!
That is what the world needs to see of Jesus—the dark victory of his love.

Conclusion

And that is how it is that two people can look at Jesus and not see the same thing. Those who love Jesus
enough to trust him with their lives have a deep inner experience of the Father’s love, the Spirit’s teaching and
the Son’s peace. But those who do not yet love Jesus must see the dark glory of his cross before they can see
anything else, because it is only through the sacrifice of Jesus that anyone ever comes to know God the Father.
So here’s the question: A What do you see in Jesus?o




